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MYSTERIOUS WIFE, 


CHAP. L 


Hex RY had ſlept very ſound for a few 
hours, but had been up ſome time when he 
received a {ſummons to, attend Sir William 
in his dyefſing-reom ; he had been admiring 

the charming fituation of Cleveland Houle, 
though it by no means vied in point of gran- 

deur and magnificence with ſome he had 
ſeen in and near Parts, {till he thought it far 
vol. 11. 1 ſuperior 
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1 to many in point of elegance and 
real comforts. The garden, though not 
very extenſive, was ſo well laid out, that it 
looked infinitely larger than it really was, 
and pleaſed him exceſſivxely. What an 
agreeable ſituation! there only wanted his 
. Joſephine to make it a ſecond Eden. This 
reflection brought on a train of others, and 
he began to experience the inſufficiency of 
mere riches to promote happineſs; he was now 
in poſſeſſion of more money than he knew what 
to do with or choſe to acknowledge. Aban- 
doning, however, the care of the future to 
Providence, he followed the ſervant who 
had been ſent in ſearch of him to his grand- 
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After the firſt compliments and wſuat i in- 
quiries were over on each ſide, and they were 
left to themſelves, Henry attempted to 
thank the Baronet for the proofs he had re- 
ud of his bounty, but was Gd in- 
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e merely wiſh to deſerve your love and 
obtain your confidence, my dear boy, faid 


Sir William, putting a very elegant repeat- 
ing watch, ſet with jewels, into his hands, 


which, to a mind like Henry's, appeared a 


bribe to excite his gratitude; but deter- 
mined to take the bright ſide of the queſtions 


and receive it'as a freſh Proof of his grand. 
N 8 affection. 


In the breakfaſt n they found the 
| Chaplain, who had not made his, appearance 


over night, prefuming both his preſence and 


ſervices would. be diſpenſed with upon ſo 
joyful an occaſion. The Baronet was proud 
of introducing his grandſon, and was much 
more flattered than Henry by the compli- 
ments Mr. Bever Paid 8 * 1 
* man. 


— 
o 
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They bad ſcarcely finiſhed their meal 
when a ſervant came in to inform Sir Wil» 


lam ſeveral of his tradeſmen were in wait, 
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42 very well,” ſau] the Baronet; ther 
turning to Henry, It will be proper, my 

dear fellow, you ſhould give your firſt orders 
in perſon, henceforward, except upon particu- 
lar occaſions, you may refer the office to your 
_ valet; ; but don't fancy, becauſe I have or- 


_ dered my taylor, hatter, &c. to attend, 
that I wiſh to confine you to any of them, 


if you don't like them upon trial ; but I 
knew you were in immediate want of clothes, 
as you would not wiſh to appear a La 
Fran goiſe in England, and I preſume regi- 
mental, which you muſt now totally lay 
aſide, have hitherto ſerved you for full dreſs. 
{ merely wiſh you to follow the prevailing 
faſhions as far as they ſuit your taſte, as 1 
mean, as ſoon as you are properly equipped, 
to introduce you to all my friends, and moſt 
of them are people of the firſt mak and for- 
tune.“ 


Henry thanked his grandfather for this 
further proof of his attention, and promiſed 
| to 


to comply as , his poem 
his wiſhes, ob if 7 


All the Baronet's hopes revived at this 
conditional promiſe, and he foreſaw his 


grandſon would not ſtart any objections to 


the propoſal he meant to make. At Henry's 
requeſt he aſſifted him in giving orders to 
the different people in waiting; and as ſoon 


as this important buſineſs was difpatched, 


defired to have no viſitors admitted, as he 


wiſhed to enjoy his grandſon's company 


without interruption; and by way of dif 
playing his riches, he led him over his houſs, 
pointed out every thing worthy. of notice, 


particularly ſome very fine pictures, then. 


took him into the library, which contained 
the works of every celebrated author, either 


was no great ſchalar. Henry looked round 
him with ſurpriſe and pleaſure, and deſtowed 
ſome very juſt encomiums upon the ſelee⸗ 
tion of the books. 
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ancient or, modern, (the former chiefly in 
the original languages) though Sir William. 


7 * 
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Fou are a very good Greek ſcholar, T 
am informed,” ſaid tae Baronet, I de- 


rive my intelligence from Mr. Parker, who 


was very communicative to Johnftone when 
he went 2 in _"_ ur «rank ecken 


. Pr | 


IT Ao « mould dives vey in TY that good 


wan for his kind attention, my dear Sir, if I 
bad not made ſome progreſs. during the ten 
years that I was under his care. I look upon 


myſelf to be what is generally termed a very 
good ſcholar, and a. tolerable proficient in 


Ancient and modern literature; though 
many, perhaps, with the opportunities 1 


have had, en have made a better uſe o& 
their time. 


& That I very FRY doubt,“ aid the 
_ Baronet, with a ſmile; and I begin to 


fancy myſelf under "ay great obligations to 
this ſaid Mr. Parker.“ 

( And you are not yet ine with 
one tenthi part of his goodneſs towards your 


grandſon, my dear Sir; but while I have 
life, I ſhall ever gratefully remember the fa- 
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your ſhewn' me 12 that n man and * 


excellent wife.) 5 Naefe 


: 


| Mn T4 
- His . Rea: and whit 
warmth and feeling with which Henry ſpoke, 
convinced Sir William he merely expreſſed) 
the overflowing of a truly grateful heartz- 
and he longed more than ever to inſpire him 
with ſimilar ſentiments; therefore, having 


ſeated himſelf, and deſired Henry to do the. 


ſame, he told him he ſhould have his on 
ſeparate eſtabliſhment, and enumerated, 
with no ſmall degree of oſtentation, the 
number of ſervants, horſes, and en he 
included in that word. E 


8 - 
+157 


Hons made no objections, but looked 
upon all this as a gratification of the 


old gentleman's vanity; who, preſuming 


theſe brilliant proſpects had had their pro- 
per weight, ventured to ſay, with a ſmile, 
and in a very gay tone, But after all, 


Henry, how ftands your heart? is that till 


in ** own poſſeſſion? 
4 1 he 


— 
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Though this was a queſtion Henry was 
in ſome meaſure prepared to expect, ftill it 


rather diſconcerted him, it was brought in 


ſo abruptly; his colour heightened, and the 


Baronet trembled with anxiety, till he faid, 
(willing to evade giving a direct anſwer) 
« Engliſhmen ſeldom diſpoſe of their hearts 


in a foreign country, my dear Sir.” 
Sir Williatn breathed once more, and fa, 


Very true, the Engliſh ladies make the 


beſt wives, Harry; and fince your affeciions 
e dilungoged, 1 ee who, was I 


n 


Here the- old gentlevian pauſed ; indeed 
his looks ſufficiently expreſſed his mean- 


ey ran; iS een eld 


guard by this ſudden attack, ſaid, „ Then 


I fincerely wiſh you was young, mw dear Sir, 


for the Lady's ſake.” 


The Baronet began ſeriouſly to dufphac; 


. affecting an air of ſerenity, he ſaid, 


« Believe 
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Believe me, my dear Harry, I have not 
the flighteſt wiſh to alter my condition, 
though I think every man ought to marry 
once, and the earlier the better; it is a duty 
we owe our country and ſociety in general. 
You ſeem to poſſeſs a judgment ſuperior to 
your age, therefore muſt feel the force of my 
arguments; ; and if you allow me to guide 
you in your choice of a wife, I ſhall live to 
ſee you grace a title which has been hithierto 
ſupported with honour- and dignity, and. 
its preſent poſſeſſor by our firſt William. 1 
don't wiſh to hurry you in ſo important an 
affair, but I really think the young lady L 
mentioned would exactly ſuit you; ſhe is of 
a a moſt illuſtrious family, as beautiful as an 
angel, not yet eighteen, and endowed with: - 
every female accompliſhment ; poſſeſſes, in 
ſhort, every requiſite, as far as I am able to. 
judge, to ſhine in the connubial ſtate; Her 
father and I ace upon the moſt intimate 
footing ; our eſtates in the North,. though. 
not abſolutely contiguous, are within a very- | 
B 5 hort 
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mort diſtance of each other. Indeed I muſt 
conſeſs this very lady was intended for your 
couſim ; he was not deſerving ſuch a bleſſing, 
but I had his intereſt at heart, and over- 
locked many of his follies :. therefore, mat- 
ters had drawn on to a ſerious length be- 
tween the young lady's father and myſelf, 
though he told me his daughter was rather 
_  avele to the match, ſo I cannot ſay I preſ- 
ſed it ſo much as I might have done; but 
the moment. I made the offer, Lord Oakley 
ſnapped at it. he commands obedience. 
I merely wiſh to point out the advantages 
| likely to reſult from ſuch a matrimonial con- 
nection, as I wiſh you. and every young per- 

ſon to judge for themſclves ; I only mean, 
| you have no ſerious objection, my dear 
Harry, to introduce you to Lady Sophia 
Courtenay only as my grandſon, which 
will have its proper weight; ſhe will not 
have a large fortune, but I can make you 
ample amends for that deficiency ; ſtill, if 
mne does not ſuit your fancy, don't let any 

vr | thing 
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thing J have ſaid induce you to part vith, 
your libertyin her ö, ster ot <a 


Sir William was- fo Grind that this: 
maſterly harangue had obviated every diff - 
culty, he thought he ran no riſk in conclu- 


ding with ſo n a ne N and 


ar had liſtened ith the 3 pa- 
tience, though with very little attention, and. 
his not having interrupted his grandiather, 


had led the old gentleman once more to 


form the molt. flattering hopes; but as he. 


perceived he was now waiting for his anfwer,. 
he ſaid, © I have been forcibly ſtruck with 


your arguments, Sir, and perceive all the 
advantages in this connexion you have ſo. 


kindly pointed out to me; but almoſt. a. 


ſtranger in Great- Britain, and unaccuſtomed = 
even to Engliſh manners and faſhions, I cer- 


tainly at. preſent. could not make a vezy:fa-, 
vourable impreſſion upon the young lady 


you mention; though:I am perfectly of your: 


1 in ſome reſpects, for I really think a. 
B 6 man 
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mem 6ugfit to marry early, and to look rather 
ahove himſelf when in ſearch of a wife.” 
Four notions perfectly coincide with 
mine, Harry,” faid the Baronet; but 1 
think when you have ſeen this young lady, 
you wil give me full power to treat in your 
name, leſt fome more preliing lover * 
5 ſtep in and obtain the prize. 
Henry, unwilling to come to the point, 
only ſmiled, and ſaid, The Marquis 
D Orey is a bachelor. till at four and thirty, 

but means to marty at forty, he ſays, he 

thinks. ſo ſerious an engagement demands 
a great deal of reflection, but I cannot ſay. I 
intend to follow his example.” 

God forbid,” ſaid the Baronet, it 18. 
vety wrong for men of his rank to act ſo 
ſtrangely; 1 hope you will endeavour to- 
make him break through ſuch a reſolution. 
I ſhould Tike to ſee him in England at your 


This was faid in a half joke, for the Barg» 
net found he had not yet obtained. the ve 
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plus ultra of his deſires. He therefore thus 
continued, wilhing to . n $5- 
ambition. 


« Lady Sophia Courtenay is bed 
daughter to the Earl of Oakley, a moſt ex- 

cellent man, an honour to the peerage, and 

his title and ſeat are the moſt ancient in the 
three kingdoms. At his death the former 
will be extinct, as there are no male heirs 
but thereunto hang; and if, Harry, Lord 

Oakley has great influence, and I have ſome. 
power, therefore between us I think there is 

little reaſon to doubt our being able to pro- 
cure the reverfion for ycu, ſhould you be- 
come his ſon-in-law, however, it-is all in 
good time to talk of theſe matters. The 
Peer is old, and cannot live many years, for 
his conſtitution is very much ſhattered ; hg. 
was a free liver in his time, and, like many. 
others, has brought on a premature old age. 
His eldeſt daughter is a moſt amiable wo- 
man, ſhe has been married ſome years: I 
an ſorry to ſay my old friend depended too 
= much 
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much upon her endende: he allowed her 


ts chuſe for herſelf, and ſhe married a ban-- 
ker, but that I mean to turn to our advan-- 
tage—you underſtand me, Henry—though. 
Mr: Manſel is a marr of fortune, and of no 
deſpicable ; they are deemed a happy cou-- 
ple, though Lady Almeria Manfel is far 
from handſome ; but ſhe is ſenſible, pru-- 


dent, and perfectly good humoured—three- 


excellent qualities in a wife. My poor old 
friend is now laid up with the gout (as he 
generally is one half of the year) in the coun- 
try; indeed he hardly ever ventures to Lon- 
don, but we correſpond regularly, and I am 
convinced my next letter will makehim very 


* 


- 


> Hinry felt Kimſelf — embarraſſed, 
and hardly knew how to act or what to ſay; 
a8 - notwithſtanding all he had ſaid, and 
though bis grandfather affected not to with: 
either to hurry or to controul him in His 
choice of a wife, ſtill he already talked of 
this match as half coucluded, and foreſav- 
a this 
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this affair might poſſibly occaſion a ſerious 
breach between them; he determined at laſt 
to follow the Marquis's advice, and be gut- _ 
ded by circumſtances as they arofe.. His 


Joſephine might ſoon be able to publiſh their 


union, how ſpeedily would that remove all 
his preſent difficulties, and how earneſtly did. 
he wiſh ſuch might be their period, even at 


the riſk of forfeiting every claim to the 
Cleveland title and eſtates. 


Sir William had too much ſenſe: not to 


perceive his wiſh to bring about this ſplendid 


alliance had carried him rather too far, he 
therefore changed the ſubject to one more 
likely to intereſt his grandſon, and thus 


once more tried to ſooth him into comꝑli- 


ance. I; cannot expect, my dear Harry, 
you would like to be confined to my hours 
when you mix in the faſhionable world, be- 
ſicdles, my houſe will not be ſo convenient for 
you to receive your own company therefore, 


after. you have ſeen a. little of London, you 


will be able to Judge where you. ſhould 
like 


7 
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dre Aol 1 


people are eternally doing, as thoſe who call 
and he is willing to do as much for me in. 
to preſerve my friendſhip, but I always give 


it out 1 live up to my income, and I would 


how to diſpoſe of money to advantage with- 


like a town houſe, whether in a ſtreet or x 
fquare. - I will immediately ſettle fifteen. 
thouſand pounds a year upon you, which is 
as much as you will know how to ſpend at 
firſt, and I will add five more on your wed- 


A tempting bribe, thought Henry, while 
the Baronet thus proceeded :— 


I don't like to boaſt of my riches as ſome 


themſelves friends grow troubleſome :. ſome 
few I have obliged, Lord Oakley for one, 


his turn; indeed he has every reaſon to wiſh. 


adviſe you to do the fame, Harry; whether 
you: do or not, you will never be at a loſs 


out letting all the world know what you. 
have lying by you. I have made ſome con- 


L which you will profit by; 
ep 
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they will "0 to provide for your younger 
children. But I would have you look out 
for a houſe as ſoon as poſſible ; I will make 
8 the purchaſe, for I ſhall not think of hiring 

one, you would never be at home; and 1 
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your fortune; for if you do not marry im- 


| mediately, I hope * will ſoon.“ 


Henry tried to 3 * 
Sir William waved his hand to prevent him; 


however, he was ſo tired of the word mar- 


riage, which Sir Willlam introduced in ſo 
many ſhapes, and apropos to every thing, 
that he fairly interrupted the old gentle- 


man, by ſay ng, My dear Sir, your good 
neſs overpowers me; I neither wiſh to be 


independant, nor want a town houſe ; I muſt 
{ce ſomething of the world I am hencefor- 
ward to mix in before I can decide upon 


ment in Cleveland Houſe for the preſent, a 
twelve . 


will alſo undertake to furniſh it compleatly, 
it a manner ſuitable for a man of faſhion of 


A ſingle man can have but very 
few wants ; allow me to OCCUPY an apart | 


\ 
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twelvemonth hence will be ſoon enough for 

me to think of a ſeparate eſtabliſhment.“ 

True, my dear Harry, very true,” faid 

the Baronet ; I may be too precipitate in 

my plans, but you muſt forgive an old man, 
who is fearful he may be called away before 
he has ſeen the darling of his heart ſettled 
to his mind. 


This ſperch was exactly calculated to 
work upon Henry's feelings. Sir William 
ſaw and gloried in the effect it produced; 
and by way of increaſing his gratitude, ſaid, 
I ſhall inſiſt upon your accepting the an- 
nual income J have mentioned; it is what 
T can very well ſpare; but God forbid I 
ſhould wiſh to turn you out of my houſe, I 
look even now to our ſeparation, though I 

- foreſee it is inevitable with the greateſt re- 
gret ; but you will be more your own- maſ-- 
ter, and meet with much more Sree, in 

your own * nn when Es are 
. 
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Again," ſaid Henry to himſelf, and moved 
impatientiy upon his chair. | 
The Baronet remarked the motion, but 
took no notice, adding, © I had almoſt for- 
got to entreat you would write to the Mar- 
quis D' Orcy to procure your immediate diſ- 
miſſion from the French ſervice, I ſhall be 
wretched while I think there is a poſlibility 
of your being called out to fight againſt your 

king and country.” 

„The Grand Monarque is not unreaſan- 
able enough to deſire ſuch a thing, my dear 
Sir,“ ſaid Henry, fmiling, nor is there at 

preſent any proſpe& of a war; but I will 
write to Baron Falkenheim upon the ſub- 
ject, he is my Colonel, and it is to him 1 
to apply.“ 


This point being ſettled, they ſeparated to 
dreſs for dinner, neither of them perfectly 
ftisfied with the other's conduct. 


The 
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The Baronet hardly knew to what to 
attribute the repugnance Henry ſeemed to 
have to enter the holy pale, and was aſto- MW 
niſhed the dazzling proſpects he had held up 
to his view had not conquered his irreſolu- 
tion; while Henry, on his fide, by no 
means approved of his grandfather's haſty 
meaſures. * 
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CHAP. II. 


Havi G made it rather late before they 
went to dreſs, Sir William kept dinner wait- 
ing a few minutes; he ſeemed in an excel- 
lent temper when he joined Henry and the 
Chaplain in the eating parlour, addreſſing 
the former with a laugh, ſaid, « Don't you 
think it a ſhame for an old man like me to 
ſpend fo much time at his toilette, Harry? 
but the fact is, I have been writing to Lord 
Oakley.“ 


Henry eafily gueſſed the ſubject of the 
letter, and found, except he was very much 


p_ 
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upon his guard, his grandfather would en- 
_  deavour to perſuade him he had given his 
cConſent to what he ſo earneſtly wiſhed ; he 
forbore, however, to make any remarks, 
thinking it would be time enough to put a 
decided negative upon the matter when the 
queſtion was put more home to him ; and 
Sir William conſtrued his reſerve and filence 
into a fort of reluctant conſent. : 
In a few days Henry was compleatly 
equipped in the Engliſh faſhion, and his 
grandfather gratified his {till reigning forble, 
by introducing him to his numerous friends 
and acquaintance, who all found excuſes for 
his being proud of his grandſon ; he received 
ſo many compliments upon the - occaſion 
from all who ſaw the young man, and found 
him ſo exactly every thing he could wiſh, 
that he choſe to introduce him at St. James's. 
But a few ſimple queſtions he was obliged to 
anſwer humbled him exceſſively in the midſt 
of his triumph; ſuch as, where was your 
* n * has he been the 
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grand tour? which univerſity did you ſend 


him to? with a few more, &c. To moſt of 


which the old gentleman's anſwers were, I 
had him brought up in obſcurity to preſerve 
his morals, and render him unlike the preſent 
race of young men.” This effectually ſilen- 
ced ſome few who had faſhionable ſons, and 
RN * curiolity of the reſt. 


This ceremony og over, invitations 
were iflued to all Sir William's friends in or 
near London to a ball and ſupper ; he meant 
to give the enſuing week to celebrate his 


grandſon's return from his travels. 


Lady Sophia Courtenay was in London 


upon a viſit to her ſiſter, and Mr. Manſel's 


was the firſt houſe where Sir William pre- 
ſented his grandſon. Lady Sophia was not 
at home to Henry's great joy; and before 
the ball, Sir William had received ſo many 
compliments, and found his grandſon was ſo 
univerſal a favourite, that he was by no 
means ſo anxious about this great match. 
Henry was N noticed by ladies of 
the 
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the firſt diſtinction, and Sir William grew 
more partial to him each ſucceeding day, 


and grew prouder of the title of grandfather 
to the handſome Harry Cleveland than he 
had ever been of that of the rich or great 
Nabob, which had hitherto been oaks al- 


ways affixed to his name. 


; He had received an anſwer from Lord 
Oakley, which he communicated to his 
grandſon; and the contents convinced Henry 
the old gentlemen perfectly underſtood each 
other, as there were ſeveral broad hints 
reſpecting the family compact; he affected 
not to underſtand, merely told Sir William 
he muſt have drawn a very flattering likeneſs 
of him, or elſe Lord Oakley looked upon 
compliments as mere words of courſe. 


The Baronet was rather hurt to find adu- 
lation (which he was conſcious of being very 


open to himſelt) had fo little power upon 
Henry's mind; but more fearful than ever 


of lowering his grandſon, and no longer in 
5 
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ſuch violent haſte to inte him to Lady 
Sophia, he determined their firſt-. - meeting 
ſhould take place in public on the night of 


his intended ball; indeed the reverſion 2. 


the Peerage was the only ching chat induced 
him to keep his arte reſolution. : 


00 the Sunday preceding this entertain- 
ment, which was to take place on the next 
day, while Sir William and his grandſon were 
at breakfaſt together, the groom of the 
chambers came in with a letter, which he 
preſented to Sir William, faying, The 
gentleman who brought this withgs to ſee. 
you, Sir; I have fliewn him into the library, 
not knowing whether . were en 
or choſe to receive him. 


Sir William took the letter, faying, „1 
think I know - the hand—do me the en, 
to read 05 Harry. * 


Henry inftantly broke the ſeal and read as | 
follows :—< Lord- M. begs leave to recom- 
vox. 11. C | mend 


ent! bumb! c ſervant, 
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: rg 10 Sir William 2 notice Sir 
Richard Claymore, . who has ſome claims. 


upon the Eaſt India Company, which cannot 
well be elucidated without Sir William' 8. 
aſſiſtance. Sir Richard is far from rich, 
therefore Sir William's interference 1 in this 
afleir will be an act of charity, and eſteem- 
ed a particular favour, by his moſt. obedi- 
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Henry could hardly look ſerious while he 
was reading tÞ1s note. Sir William, per- 


f. ctly unconſcious of the cauſe of his mirth, 


ſaid, -with;an,air, of gratified pride, „This 
15 the way I am always tormented ; becauſe [ 
poſleſs a little power, I receive more petitions 


of this kind than any India Director. Do 


ſtep down, ay dear fellow, to this poor 


Baronet and hear his ſtory, or bid him com- 


mit it to paper, if it promiſes to be very 


- prdlix; you may tell him 1 am a little in- 


Ui 10 juſt N 1 would ſee him; as he 
4 | 14 comes 


4 


— 
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comes dem Lord M. I muſt treat wiki with: 
ſome degree of politeneſs, elle I would have 
ſent Bever to him, but even poor Lords and 


Baronets are of uſe ſometimes; fo deſire 
him to explain what he has to fay in 


writing, io ten to one it will eſcape my 
ny: * 


Sir William could not have given Henry 
a more agreeable commiſſion, though he 
was rather aſtoniſhed, after what had paſſed 
on board the packet boat, at Sir Richard 
Claymore's daring ito preſent himſelf at 
Cleveland Houle. The fact was, Sir Richard. 
came on purpoſe to expoſe the very N 
who was deputed to receive him 


Lord M. upon whom he depended for , 
an introductory letter to Sir William Cleve- 
land, was not in London when he arrived; 


and as he (for very good reaſons) not being 
fond of hearing the names of Mr. John Doe 
or Richard Roe, had remained concealed in 


an obſcure lodging in the outſkirts of the + 
C23 ©, - OT 
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town ; he was perky ignorant of what 
was paſting in the great world, and thoſe 
friends he did venture: to viſit were totally 
unacquamted with. Sir William Cleveland, 


aud be did not chuſe to employ any of them 


to make the inquiries he was ſo anxious to 
have reſolved, certain Lord M. would re- 
move all his doubts in the moſt ſatisfactory 
manner. His Lordſhip returned to London 
late in the evening, and Sir Richard, regard- 
k& or ſuperior to the common forms of 
politenels, preſented himſelf at the door 
within an hour after his arrival. Lord M. 
lad known him in affluence, and though he 
deſpifed-the individual, pitiod a fellow-crea- 
ture in diſtreſs, Sir Richard therefore owed 
his admittance to his Lordſhip's humanity, 
not his good opinion. Few men were more 
opened his-caſe to his Lordſhip, and as every 


dne can do juſtice to his on. cauſe, he ob- 


" tamed the letter which has been already men- 


tioned. This paint gained, he ventured to 
— aſk 
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had ? 


8 
aſk what family Sir William Cleveland 


None likely to interfere with your Chins, | 


Sir Richard,” ſaid his Lordfhip, rather ſurpri- 


fed at the queſtion, which he attributed to 
curioſity ; . his only nw TINT 


three months face.” 


Lord M. i abſence from Leaks | 
vented his. hearing of the recent events 


which had taken place at Cleveland Houſe. 
Sir Richard: felt a ſtrange weight removed 


from his heart, and was now perſuaded he 
mould do Sir William & very fingular ſer- 
vice. cating bis actidenand's 
ing with this preterided grandſon, particu 


larly as he was ſo well acquainted with the 


young man's perſon, family, ſituation in the 
French, &c. army; he therefore, adorned in a 


ſuit he had made at St. Omers for this very 
viſit, and proceeded on the Sunday morn- 
jag (the only day he choſe to appear pub- 


* in or near London) to Cleveland 


C 3 £5: Houſe. 
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{| | Houſe. He was. ſhewn, as has been related, 

into the library, and having looked round 
him with admiration and aſtoniſnment, had 
taken his feat near the fire; and having full 

time allowed him, compoſed ſeveral polite 
e and arranged the ſtory he was 

10 anxious to impart, when a door, which 

led into the adjoining apartment, began to 

open; and Henry Cleveland, in the morning 

1 dxeſs of a man of faſhion in his own houſe, 

| and in flippers, appeared before the eyes of 

the planet-itruck Sir Richard, who had roſe 

the inftant the door began to open, and 

Placed himſelf in a proper attitude to make 

his firſt bow. Meduſa's head would not 

bave impreſſed him with more terror; he 
actually ſtarted back and fell into the wy 

<tr he had juſt N 


* 
* 


W affected not to notice his confu- 
ſion, till Sir Richard, conſcious of his im- 
_ . Politeneſs, roſe once more. Henry then 
'  bomed to him as to a total ſtranger, and en- 
n he would reſume his ſeat. The 
1 85 3 Baronet 
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Baronet was not only deprived of the power 
of utterance, but alſo of motion; he therep 
fore, regardleſs of what Henry had ſaid, re- 

mained rivetted to the ſpot. where he ſtood, 
holding by the back of the chair. he had ae 
from. e 2 


ng | 427 : + 
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It may be ſuppoſed Henry rather enjoyed 
his evident confuſion, but continuing to treat 
him as a total ſtranger, he thus addreſſed 
him, « My grandfather, Sir William Cleve- 
land, is not well enough to receive company, 
Sir Richard, or he would have waited upon 
you himſelf; he therefore deſired me to en- 
treat you would commit your claims to pa- 
per, and ſend them to him as ſoon as you can 
| make it convenient; and if he finds it at all 
in bis power, he will readily comply with 
Lord M.'s e in your behalf. * 


4180 K 


Confuſed beyond _ 5 now fully | 
convinced he had offended the Nabob in the 
groſſeſt manner in the perſon of his grand- 
ſon, Sir Richard ſcarcely underſfood onę 
x - + ru word 
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word Henry faid, fo fatisfted was he that ak 
young than truſt have acquainted Sir Wil- 
Hart © with his late behaviour; with the 
greateſt difficulty he made ſhift to ſtamimer 
duk, „1 am very much obliged to Sir 
William, and ſhall certainly conform to his 
wiſhes ; but I declare, Sir— 


There he poſed, with his mouth half 
eur for ſotne ſeconds, then went on. 


4 Upon n my Rondur, Mr. Cleveland, 1 
hardly Know how to apoligize fot what Paffed 
on board the packet-boat ;- I have been per- 
feetly ſenſible of thy error ever ſince, and can 
- . Mute y6v, my chief inducement to inttude | 
upon Sir William's leifure was the hope I 1 
entertained of ſeeing you, and having it in 

my power to apologize ih ſome meaſure for 
- conduct which hardly admits of any exte- 
nuation.“ 


. 


1 thousht there night be fome 
truth itz this affrton, and reſtored to petfect 
Y 


oy humour by the Baronet's — 
contrition, he faid, I entreat, Sir Richard, 
you. would make no apologies for what I 
have long fince forgot; Sir William is to- 
tally ignorant of our ever having met be- : 
fore, and will, no doubt, pay every attention. 
to Lord M.'s recommendation.“ 
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This kind ſpeech revived the Baronet's 
forlorn ſpirits, and he was able to thank Mr. 
Cleveland, for lenity he fo little deſerved, 
with a tolerable good grace, ſtill by no means 
at his eaſe in the company of a perſon he 
knew he had wiſhed and tried to injure. He 
faid he would not detain Mr. Cleveland, and 
took his leave with many bows.. | 5 


Henry rung the bell as ſoon, as he found 
he was gomg, and deſired the ſervant who 
anſwered it to fee for Sir Richard's carriage; Wo 
he gave this order without any intention to 
mortify the creſt-fallen Baronet, not pre- 


ſuming he had walked from London, Which, 


. was literally the caſe; and this he 
C 5 Was 


convinced he had very little proſpect of ba- 
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was alſo forced to acknowledge, though the 
weather was not wy favourable for ſuch 
exerciſs... BY In | 4 
e As en he was without the door, he 
accuſed the Weſthorpe family, Lord M. in 
Mort, all his friends, of having entered into 
a conſpiracy to prevent his ſucceeding in. 
His application, as he had no reliance upon 
the promites he had received, and placed 
the ultimate failure of his expectations ſolely 
to Henry's unforgiving temper, though Lord 

M. informed him his relation, far from 

dying inteſtate, had bequeathed the bulk of 
bis fortune to different charities in England, 
- and the remainder to the India Company for 
Fparious purpoſes. Sir Richard, therefore, 
angry and diſappointed, returned to France, 


ing ever reſtored to any part of his former 
: aflluence. n en | l 


CA. 
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Ox = Monday the ball nals place, the 

room appropriated for dancing was fitted up 
in the moſt magnificent ſtyle, the other 
apartments were no leſs elegantly arranged. | 
The company, though ſelect, was very nu⸗ 
merous. Mr. and Lady Almeria Nane | 
and Lady Sophia Courtenay were among the 
firſt gueſts who made their appearance, and. 


ſeemed to think they had ſome ſhare in the. | 
fete. 5 i 
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Hear was rather curious to ſee this Lady, 
9 whom Sir William ſeemed fo eager to 
285 e confer - 


* 
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confer the name of grand - zughiter; and had 


he never ſeen Joſephine, ſhe might have ſtruck 
dim as being very handſome ; as it was, he 
thought her a fine girl, and ſaw few to com- 
pare to her in point of beauty at the ball, 


though ſhe-was tho ſhatt wo pleaſe him, and 


ſeemed rather inelined to be fat, elſe her 
features were very regular, and ſhe was re- 
markably graceful. Ne had time to make: 
all theſe remarks before he was regularly in- 
trodueed to her; ſhe, was very much dreſ- 


- fed, - and fancied betlelf the heroine of the 


Ks, at leaſt ſuch were Henry's thoughts ; 
who by no means approved of ſo public #5) 
inted an introduction as the one which» 


ook place between them, conſcious every 
eye was upon them, and that all the com- 


pany would ſet them down for lovers. He 


2 therefore determined to be very. much upon 
bis guard, by no means wiſhing to counte- 


nance a report ſo totally devoid of founda- 
tion. 8 ee » 


Ck 


mysrnitions wire. 


WG Maniel * Lady Almeria ſtruck him 
as being a very amiable couple; they looked | 
at Henry and their fiſter in turns as oppor- 
tunities offered, and a ppeared very much 
prepoſſeſſed in his Mott, though he never 
felt himſelf leſs at his eaſe, and paid fo Title 


attention to Lady Sophia, that ſhe ſeemed 
almoſt piqued at laſt, and anſwerec the few 


fpeeches be addreſſed to her with the mot _ 


formal civility, and in the moſt laconte man- 
ner. He was obliged to offer her his hand 
for the two firſt dances, and though the ac- 
quitted herſelf exceedingly well, he was very 
happy when the taſk affisned him was der, 

and found his HEN 1 far m 92 21 
able. | 


The ler pa of the donpery wem pro- 
fale in their commendations of Henry to wy | 
William; this was merely paying the exe 
| pected price for their entertainment: "Mite 
the Baronet was highly pleaſed, and did not 
rematk the indifference which appeared to 
prevail between the — lovers. 


5 


It 
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It was near * in the morning before, the 
rooms were totally cleared; ſtill, late as it 
- Was, and fatigued as Sir William really felt 
himſelf, he .could not retire to bed till he 
had aſked FA. his apinion of . 


— 819 


Le ſpo — 7 as be felt, acknowledged 
me was very handſome, and * very 
accompliſhed. | 

« You will like her more and more every 

time you. ſee her, my dear boy,” ſaid the 
Baronet ;. few young, women improve ſo 
much upon acquaintance. She has ten 
thouſand pounds independant of the Eail; 
this he means to double when ſhe marries. 
To you money is not an object; and ſhould. 
you fix there for life, at Lord Oakley“ 8 death 
you will inherit his title and ancient eat, 


pes 18 . venerable.” NES I 


* 


"Heory » was half tempted — mes to 


475 0 Oakley Caſtle will never be mine 
We | upon 
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upon the conditions annexed to its poſſel- 
ſions,“ by way of putting an effectual ſtop 
to the chimeras Sir William was perpetually 
foxming ; but he muſt in that caſe have en- 


tered into an explanation he was not.inclined * 
to give, ſo the matter dropped, upon his 
perſuading his grandfather to defer any thing 


more he might have to ſay to him till he 


had taken a few hours: repoſe ;. and thus 


they ſeparated. 


1 hey met again in the Baronet's dreſſing- 
room between one and two, and during 
breakfaſt, the inexhauſtible theme Sir Wil- 
liam was ſo fond of expatiating upon was 
renewed. He began by giving Henry a 
long deſultory account of the generality of 
the gueſts; then adviſed him to Pay Lady 
Sophia a viſit in the evening, dae to inc 
after her health. 


Henry did not . of this =_—” 
but determined at laſt, to wait upon the 
- Manſel family, and by making his i inquiries 


in 


4 


I 
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in Sir William's name, to convince them all 
He did not mean to-commence Lady Sophia's 


Ram told him, as he would moſt likely be 
* kept to ſapper, he ſhould not wait for him, 
às he meant to retire early. Henry made 
| no reply, eonvinced he ſhould not verify 
the prognoſtic ;. and unwilling to enter 

into a debate upon the ſubject. 


— 
OS TRI oor <— on to — — 


Ile met with a very polite reception in 
*Portland-place, where Mr. Manſel reſided. 
Lady Sophia was in excellent ſpirits, but did 

| © "not ſeem to entertain the flighteſt ſentiment 
vf partiality in his favour. Having chatted. 
pen indifferent ſubjects for near half an 
Hour, he pleaded a pre- engagement in anſvet 
to Lady Almeria's entreaties, that he would 
ſtay tea, and drove from thence to Covent - 
"garden theatre ; the bouſe was full, he was 
informed, and . | 
Uh | | ag. 


- 
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ting a ſeat was in the green · hoxes. Thither 


he haſtened, unwilling to be diſappointed, and 


got a place in a fecond row; the next box 


was empty, having been fecured by a party, 


who ſoon appeared, and made fo much noiſe 


when they came in, that filence ! fitence! 


was re-echoed throughqut the houfe. 


Heniy: who had- been diſturbed among 


the reſt; türned his head to take a lock at 


theſe riotous folks. The patty confiſted of - 


three gentlemen and three ladies, the latter 
were viotently rouged, and drefled in the 
very extent of the faſhion ; but what was 


Henry's ſurpriſe to recognize in one of the 
gentletnen the features of his quondam friend 


Aſtley, whoſe uſual high ſpirits Teemed more 
than commonly exhilerated, having been 
making very free with the bottle. The cor- 
reſpondence between him and Henry had. 
dropped for ſome months, and Aſtley did 
not ſeem to have altered much for the bet᷑ 


tet during that interval; the other gentle- 


* 
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S men {truck him. as belonging to the claſs of 
J low bucks his late couſin was a member of, 
and their language confirmed him in the 

opinion he had formed. One of them ap- 

peared. to. be an officer from the cockade in 


his hat; the ladies, he ſoon diſcovered, had 
been picked up in the e below. "ME 


« Acquainted as Henry | was. with Lord 
Mowbray's rigid principles, he little expected 
to have met Aſtley in ſuch ſociety; though 
he had ſtood looking at this party ſince their 
entrance, hitherto. he had eſcaped Aſtley's 
notice, notwithſtanding his having looked 
round him ſeveral times; therefore Henry 


began to think he did not chuſe to know 


him, and determined not to be the firſt to 
renew their acquaintance. But in this re- 
ſpect he wronged his juvenile friend, and was 
andern of his error; for the moment 
Aſtley caught a ſufficient view of him to 
xecolle& his features, which happened be- 
tween the ſecond and third acts, he ſtarted 
p. ſhoved * mo his companions, ex- 
claiming, 


- 2 
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claiming,. « My dear them, is it you ? 1 2 


can hardly credit my ſenſes; I little thought 
you was in England, and, till leſs, ſo near 
me,” putting out his hand while he ſpoke: 
Henry ſmiled and gave him his hand, 
ſaying, I thought you were too 1 oc- 
cupied to ſpeak to an old acquaintance.” . 
Il beg your pardon, upon my foul, Harry, 
I did not ſee you to know you before; why 
did not you addreſs me?” 3 
was not ſure ſuch familiarity would 
meet with your approbation while you was 
in the N of ladies of ſuch diſtinc- 
thy” 5 
Aſtley burſt out a laughing, + rg & 
Don't vou think my. choice is a d—2d - 
fine girl?” | 
„Oh! I think you have aiflayed great 
taſte,” „Pray, is your acquaintance of long 
ſtanding | 23g 
1 commenced this evening about b ; 
hour ago,” ſaid Aſtley ; © but I will intya- 
duce you to my two male companions as 
F _,. toon 


{ 
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ſoon as tho play is over, for you muſt ſup 
With us.” 

441 muſt beg to be excuſed,” faid Henry. 
I will not take a denial,” faid Aſtley ; 
«T would even leave my miſtreſs to enjoy 
your company. The night is my own; and 
if you will but Join our party, I ſhall be the 
happieſt fellow in the thee kingdoms. af 


. , _ Convinced Alley was xs totally unacquaint- 
ed with the alteration which had taken place 
in his circumſtances and proſpects, Henry | 
felt himſelf very much flattered by theſe 
Preſſing entreaties, though he wiſhed more 
than ever he had not found him in fuch 
company, as he felt extelireely loth to join 

- fuck a 8 


:  Aﬀticy inſiſted upon knowing how long 
he had been in England? what had brought 
bim over? and where he lodged ? again 
offering to recommend him to Lord Mow- 
bray, and promiſing to ſtrain * nerve to 


ſerve him. ; 
e Henry 
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1 was not proof axed ſuch kind 
maske of regard; he felt all his former at- 


tachment revive for the companion of Ins 
youth, and briefly informed him what had 


brought him over, and where he now reſided. . 


Aſtley wiſhed him Pa in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, but vowed he would not part with 
him, at leaſt till after ſupper. 


And pray aha deven fup,” ſaid He. I 
and how does Lord Wy and all 
yaur n do?” 


= Hits fie ot health three 
days ago at our old manſion-houſe. I am 


my own maſter for the preſent, and am de- 


termined to enjoy myſelf. My father ſent 
me to town upon buſineſs, and having been 
rather generous upon the occaſion, Emean to 
circulate a little of his gold pro bono | 

publics. _ 
„And pray who are your male 1. 
ons, ſaid Henry. 
6c « Two X 
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„Two bucks I have been in company 
- with once or twice,” ſaid Aſtley; the one 
who wears a cockade is an officer 1 in the dra- 
| g60ns, a ſon of the Earl of Mordaunt” s, by a 
private marriage; however, at the old Lord's 
demiſe, he will inherit the title and eſtate, 
but his Lordſhip and him are not upon good 
terms at preſent, ſo h&”bears his mother's 
name, and is Captain Grey, at your fervice. 
+ believe. money has been the Uiufe of this 


dis dute with his father; I have had many a 
one with mitie upon the ſame account] fo I. 


have a fellow feeling for Grey. The other 
is a Mr. Rereſby, a very ſocial companion; 
he ſings an excellent ſong, and tells a very 


good ſtory. They both dined with me at 


the Bedford, and there we mean to finiſh the 
Me evening, and you muſt and ſhall make 
one. ah. o N 


| "As the curtain now drew up, little paſſed 
during the play, and between that and the 
* farce, Aſttey again renewed his entreaties, 
and Henry, ever willing to oblige, and hav- 


1 ing 


- © 
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ing formed* a rather higher opinion * his f 
companions, agreed to his propoſal, after 
having made Aſtley promiſe to dine at Clere- | 
land Houle the following day. 


"During. the füge, Captain Grey cl 
turned his eyes upon Henry, and commun: 
cated the reſult of his obſervations in a whiſ- 
per to rn Rereſby. 
As ſcon as all. was over, cc Now,” laid” 
Aſtley, & let us be going. Captain G7. 
Mr. Rereſby, allow me to introduce you to 
one of my | beſt friends, Mr. Cleveland.” 3 4 


Tbis ceremony over, 7 all adjourned 2755 
the Bedford Arms. Henry diſmiſſed his 
carriage and ſervants, with orders to return _ = 
in a couple of hours, having told them where 
they would find /him.—The ladies introdu- 
ced themſelves as ſoon, as they had reached a 
large dining-room, whicli had been prepared | 
tor their reception, and one of them of her % 
own accord fent for her ſiſter. 


= 
— N * 
= : 
= " 
= y 
- wo i 
= = 
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As ſoon as ſupper was over, Captain Grey, 
who had taken upon himſelf to officiate as 
- maſter of the ceremonies, puſhed the bottle 


| about very briſkly ; he had been the occa- 
_ fion of the ladies having joined the party: 


for though Aſtley was ſtill lively and vgla- 
tile to an excels, he poſſeſſed very ſtrong 
principles ; ; yet when at any diſtance from 
Lord Mowbray, he might be compared to 
a ſchool boy who had broken bounds, and 
when in liquor, was the firſt to promgte 
miſchief, merely for the ſake of a frolic. 


Henry being much more accuſtomed to 


drink French wines than the reſt of the 


party, was only in ſpirits when Aſtley was 
abſolutely tipſy; but when he propoſed go- 
ing, his intention was vehemently oppoſed 
by Aftley and Grey. The ladies, who were 
very much diſappointed in the expectations 
they bad formed, all tried to throw Henry 
gf his guard, and kept challenging him to 


drink; till quite tired out, he told them 


they muſt have drank enough, and there 
4 ' 4 p 
* | : was 


W 
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was nothing he had fo great: an werden to 


as a woman in liquor. 


Tuis deck quite affronted the bevy of 
beauties ; warm with wine, and privately. 
encouraged by Grey and Rereſby, they be- 
gan to exprels their diſlike of milkſops, 
in terms would better have ſuited a Pariſian 
fiſh-women at the head of a mob; till 
Aſtley, highly provoked, ſtarted from. his 
ſeat and ſtaggered to the door, which he 
made ſhift to open, ſaying © There, now, 
pleaſe to walk off, fair ladies, or elſe, by 
G—d, I will be the firſt to begin to kick 
vou out; come, march, I ſay. “ 9 


Grey, with the true dexterity of a cours . 
tier, inſtantly changed fides, and joined his 
threats to Aſtley's, ſaying, © Such creatures 
grow inſufferable if they meet with the leaſt 
enen c * 


T he ladies, now all humility, proteſted 
they had no intention to offend, and en- 
Vol. 11. T1727 


— 


i 
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j treated Mr. Cleveland's pardon, but Henry 


refuſed to extend the olive branch. The 


Marquis D'Orcy, who was delicate to an 


exceſs 1 in his notions of the fair ſex, had in- 


ſpired him with an inſuperable averſion to 


ladies of their calling, and the converſation 


of thele chaſte nymphs had not contributed 


to eradicate his prejudices. 


Grey and Rereſby therefore adviſed them 
to walk off quietly, if they did not wiſh to 
viſit the inſide of the watch-houle. Henry's 
natural generoſity induced him ſincerely to 
pity theſe miſerable, victims of their own 
folly ; he, therefore, unperceix ed by any 


one, flipped ſome money into their hands 


as they went out, having roſe to protect 


them from the other gentlemen's fury, who 


ſeemed to enjoy the idea of kicking them 
out into the piazzas. One of them burſt 
into tears when ſhe ſaw what be had given 


her, while her countenance expreſſed her 


gratitude far more forcibly than any words 


could have done. 5 
|. 0 As 
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As ſoon as the door was ſhut, Grey faid, - 
« They may thank you, Mr. Cleveland, for 
having eſcaped ſo eafily ; had I had my will 
they ſhould-all four have been ends in the 
kennel.” 

Aſtley faid, * They a Ae! what 
they had met with.“ 

And Rereſby ſwore they ought to have 
been made an example of. . 

Well, enough of ſuch re faid 
Grey; Rep "I Cleveland, give” us a 
modeſt woman. | 
« As you are toaſt-maſter, Sir,” fad 
Henry, © pray ſet me the example.” | 


« With all my heart, (fixing his eyes upos 9 


Henry while he por here 1s Lady 80 7 


Courtenay.” 


Henry was furpriſed, but drank the toaſt 
without making. any remarks, though he 
felt very much hurt to think Lady Sophia 
and himſelf were already talked of as lovers, 
which he preſumed was the caſe, from the 
Ou s look, but did not feel at all incli- 

Dx; ned 


down, but when they got into the garden, 


died his ſervants had miſunderſtood him, 


1 


* 
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ned to humour him MINES nn 
0h | . 


UE Having each £ given a tank, Henry agnin 

propoſed going home, and was no longer 
oppoſed by Aſtley, who faid he muſt be 
upon the move himſelf; elſe the old houſe- 
Keeper, who would, ten to one, fit up till 
he went home, might take it into her head 
to write to his mother, or at all events to 
conſult with her confeſſor upon the occa- 
* which would be much the ſame thing. 

The bill was i exiled for and dit- 
charged by Aſtley, and they all fallied forth. 
Henry had told his friend he would ſet him 


no carriage was to be found; Henry conclu- 


but, upon a minute inquiry, diſcovered that 
the ladies had ſent them away when they 
came at one o'clock, and had deſired the 
e to tell hem they wou not be wanted 

N before 


 miferuttions wire. gg 
before four. It was now between two.and 

three; Grey propoſed returning up ſtairs © 
and having-a rubber at whiſt till the carriage 
arrived, Henry was undecided what to do, 


till Aſtley ſwore they three might do as they 
liked, but he _ with them a good 


| "gt. | 


This ſettled the matter, and Henry offer- 

ed to walk home with him. The other gen- 
tlemen were equally polite. | 

* * * ' . 


i 


9 
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TSS WE e 


; TY all felt the effec of the wine "AS 


had been drinking as ſoon as they got into 


the air. Aſtley could hardly ſtand, therefore 
took Henry's arm by way of ſupport, as he 
was infinitely the leaſt diſordered of the 
three. Grey and Rereſby reeled about, and 
ſeemed inclined to inſult every body they 
met. 


= 


8 They went down King: ſtreet, intending 
to crols the courts which led into Piccadilly; 
(Lord Mowbray's town houſe was in Berkeley 


Square) in the firſt court Grey began to 
cle 
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e—ſe the lamps for burning 0 . ane 


with a cane he had in his hand broke ſeveral, 
and tried to 'perſuade the reſt of the party 
to follow his example. Aſtley acknowledg- 
ed he could hardly fee, and if he would lend 
him his cane he would have a ſtroke at a 
few. Henry tried to difſuade him from 

. ſo fooliſhly, as by this time the watch 
men's rattles were going with e violence. 


« We ſhall be had,“ ſaid Rereſby, 0 don” t 
let us give it in, OW; 


Thus NEST Grey redoubled bis 
blows, aſſiſted by Rereſby. Aſtley merely 
contented himſelf with flinging his hat at 
the unfortunate lamps thus doomed to de- 

ſtruction; but a ſpeedy ſtop was put to 

Captain Grey's abſurd depredations, as they 
were preſently ſurrounded by a body of 
watchmen. The Captain aimed a blow at 
the one neareſt him, which was returned 

with redoubled force, and brought him 
inſtantly to the ground. He nom ſwore 
it was not him that broke the lamps, 


| D 4 pointing 
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pointing to Henry, unperceived by . 
while he ſpoke; his excuſes were of little 
avail. They were all four ſeized and ſecured 
| after a ſharp __ 


i 


” nn 8 hunſelf perlectiy inno- 
cent, and thinking at the worſt a few guineas 
vould pay all the damages, made but very 
little reſiſtance, and offered inſtantly to ſet- 
tle the matter. The watchmen, however, 
#fuled to take his money, ſaying. Tothe 


wv watch-houſe they ſhould 89, crooked or 


| micht.“ 


q Henry being. totally unacquainted with 
the mode of executing juſtice in ſuch cafes, 
thought theſe poor men were to be com- 
mended: for doing their duty, it was there- 
fore very wrong to try to break their bones, 
as ſuch a trifling affair muſt ſoon be accom- 
modated; but when he heard Grey, who 
was perfectly acquainted with the conſe- 
quences of what he had done, fay, they 
mould not have their hearing before eleven 
L 16,97 $1 5 Or 
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of twelve 6 clock, he was by no means at his 


eaſe. e To 
Six watchmen e I: conduct the 
culprits to the watch houſe. - Grey and 
Rereſby were dragged away firſt; a by- ſtand 
er having ſwore he ſaw thoſe gentlemen: | 
break ſeveral lamps, and would appear againſt . 
them if required, telling the watchmen who. 
he was, and where he lived. by 


Henry and Alley; were 45 way behind, A 


but the former had not proceeded : above a E 


hundred yards before he was thus accoſted 
in a very low whiſper by the lady who had 
diſplayed ſuch ſenſibility upon her diſmiſſion 
from the tavern about an hour before, Try 
to get _— you will not be hurt.” 
Henry inſtantly took ther hint, finding; 

his conductor flackened his hold, he d 
from him in a moment, and ſet off 6 
ſpeed. The old man fell all his length upon 
the pavement, bawling out, Stop him! 


D ps to 
* * Joy 
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ſtop him! be has made, his wn but. 
Henry had got too great an advance. The 
rattles were therefore once more put into 
motion, while Henry croſſed the ſtreet in 
purſuit of his deliverer, and was ſtopped by 
the ſame lady the inſtant he had turned the 
corner. If you run you will be retaken,” 
faid ſhe; and ſtill, and let me take hold 
of your arm.” He followed her advice, and 
the watchmen in ſearch of him paſſed them 
without e to moleſt them. 


Many now expreſſed his nds to of | 
fits. lady, adding, You have really done 
me a molt eſſential piece of ſervice ; but 
pray how did you manage to induce my 
conductor te connive at my eſcape? - 

« Your generoſity; my good friend, ena- 
bled me to compals that point ; 1 ſhewed 
the old man one of your guineas, making 
bim a ſign af the fame time, and he was not 
proof againſt ſuch a temptation. - I knew. 
you were the only innocent one of the party, 
for I followed you from the Bedford, in hopes 


4 
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of finding an opportunity to convince you 
of my gratitude, and am very happy I hade 
been fortunate NI to be of ſome little . 
ſervice to you.“ "AT" 
« You are abi a far better fate,” 
ſaid Henry, « and this proof of your bene- 
volence ſhall not go unrewarded. But pray 
adviſe me what meaſures to purſue to pro- 
cure my friend's liberty; I àm a total ſtran- 
ger in London, therefore am really at a loſs 
how to act; he is as innocent as myſelf, 
you muſt know, and I cannot bear the idea 
of his being carried before a juſtice.” | 
« Wait here,” ſaid ſhe, or walk up and 
down the ſtreet on this ſide of the way, till 
I return, and I will do my utmoſt tooblige _ 
you ;” and away —_ flew like lightning Gow: 
the ſtreet. _- <1 ork 


Henry walked about for near half an hour 
in the greateſt anxiety, knowing in what a 
diſagreeable predicament Aſtley would find 
himſelf was Lord Mowbray to learn he had 
TE before a juſtice in conſequence f 

D 6 aa drunken 
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D a drunken riot, and bod ned 


r 
as x ben as ſhe was within ne * is your 
pee ud at liberty.“ | 


$ 


eld Johnſtone to work to procure his releaſe, 


_ hould his preſent emiſſary fail, when, to his 1 
great joy, he perceived Aſlley and the fait 
| NH arm in ann, ene Gs. 


« And ſufficiently in my ſenſes Fa be: per- 


fly conſcious both you and this lady, 


Harry, have laid me under the greateſt obli- 


gations, ſaid Aſtley. 
Pray return your thanks e th are 


3 moſt due,” ſaid Henry, I am as much or 
more indebted to this _ than you can 


be.“ 


Then we are quits,” faid the ; «| with: 
you both a very good night, Gentlemen, 


may health and happineſs ever attend you.“ 


Stop, ſtop, my good friend,” ſaid 


a Henry, *© we mult not part thus, I inſiſt. 


upon 
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upon knowing in what manner 1 can beſt 
ſerve you in my turn, for 1 feel very much 


intereſted in your fate; your looks and ace 5 


tions convince me you do not follow the 
May of life you have probably been forced.to- 
adopt through choice. 

She burſt into tears, na whit Goals 
Gall ſaid, «Your excellent heart has led 


you to gueſs the truth, my generous friend; 


yes, my mind revolts at the ſcenes I daily 
witneſs, and in which I am often an actor. | 
My nightly rambles have learned me how 
juſtice is adminiſtered by many of thoſe 
placed to ſuperintend the police of this im- 
menſe city: you already know bow ſtrictly 
a watchman does his duty; we. unfortunate 
women, are often obliged to bribe them, and. 
in their turn they are willing to oblige us. 
The juſtices of the night are in general a ſet 
of needy wretches, who are inveſted with: 
their power by reſpectable tradeſmen, who 
would think it a diſgrace to aſſociate with 
ſuch a ſet of raſcals; therefore, when they 
are elected to lerve any of theſe pariſh 

* I | offices, 
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offices, they hire one of theſe fellows to 
ſupply their place, and they contrive to live 
out of the profits; in a word, conſtables, 
beadles, and watchmen are all to be bought 
and ſold for a. trifle. A watchman is neither 
blamed nor fined for being overpowered, nor 
can a conſtable or beadle be puniſhed be- 
- cauſe they are deficient in evidence when a 
perſon is to be committed to priſon ; but 
there are no profits ariſe from any one's be- 
ing ſent there—you comprehend me.“ 
Perfectly, ſaid Henry; „but pray 
what is become of our other two compani- 
„ ö 
They are ſafe in the watch-houſe,” 
faid ſhe. I have been of infinite ſervice ta 
them, for I know them both to be poor, 
needy, ſwindling ſharper-:. Captain Grey, 
as he calls himſelf,” is the baſtard fon of a 
peer, who ſent him firſt to the charter- 
houſe, and then to Cambridge, meaning to 
bring him up for the church, but his bad 
diſpoſition and evil habits induced the heads 
of his college to expe] him from the univer- 
| lity ; 
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ſity; and his father, unwilling to let him 


ſtarve, bought him a commiſſion in the 
dragoons, and gave him five hundred 


pounds, and with that he has ſet up a fine 


gentleman, and now lives by his wit and his 


talents for intrigue; his friend Rereſby is of 


the ſame ſtamp, It was Grey encouraged 


us this evening, and deſired us to ſend your 


— 


carriage away; he hoped to have won a little 


of your money at cards before you parted, 


but his plot did not ſucceed ; and by way 
of liberating your friend, I abſolutely fixed 


the whole of the guilt upon him and his 


companion, which was indeed no more than 


they deſeryed, and I mean to appear againſt 


them to-morrow, ſo they will be obliged to 


pay pretty dear for the lamps they have 
broke, if they are not forced to give bail; 
and I have already told them if they meddle 


with you, gentlemen, in the buſineſs after 


what I have faid, 1 have another rod in 


pickle for them; you have therefore no- 


thing to fear, my good friend. As tor my- 
ſelf, my father was mate of the Eaſt 
Indiaman ; 


c myorunrovs wins. 
* Iridiaman; you have heard how ſhe was 
_ loſt” —Tears again choaked the unfortu- 
nate woman's utterance. | 

*« T will not hear another word,” ud 
_ Henry; © only tell me how þ beft can ſerve 
you ? 9 

Allow me to proceed,“ faid | he; ©you' 
ought to know a little more about a perſon 
to whom you make ſuch liberal offers. I was 
juſt turned of ſeventeen when my father 
died, and left my mother and me almoſt 
deſtitute, as the greateſt part of his property 
had been laid out in ventures for that unfor- 
tunate voyage. I had an admirer, who 
ſought my hand during my father's life 
time, but who now took advantage of my 
love and ſituation to perpetrate my ruin.“ 
Her tears again flowed with increaſing vio- 
lence. 

„am perfectly ſatisfied,” ſaid Henry. 
Jou underſtand no profeſſion likely to 
enable you to maintain yourlelf, with proper 
aſſiftance, to ſet you up in buſineſs ?” 

Without immediately anſwering his 

. queſtion, 
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queſtion, ſhe ſaid, “I have a diſtant rela- 
tion at Dartford, with whom I uſed to ſpend 
a great deal of my time while I was in prof- 
-perity ; her huſband was a hoſier and haber- 
daſher; and as I often uſed to affiſt in the 
ſhop and keep the books, I ſoon gained a 
tolerable inſight into the buſineſs, and my 
couſin perſuaded me I was perfectly miſtreſs 
of it; but when I wiſhed to be taken into 
their houſe, and offered to do any thing for 
a livelihood, they ſaid they could not think 
of employing me as a4 common fervant, and 
they did not want a ſhop-wornan, as they 
had a family of their own to provide for.“ 
While ſhe was ſpeaking, Henry took out 
his pocket-book, and put a bank-note 
into her hands, „ Now,” faid he, „tell 
me where you live, and in a week or ten 
days I will call at your lodgings. I truſt 
you will diſpoſe of this money to the beft 
advantage, and ſet yourſelf up in the buſi- 
neſs you are the moſt acquainted with, 
take a houſe or a ſhop in whatever part of 
the town you prefer, and if you convinee 
me 
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me you intend to abandon your preſent 
way of life, -I will take care you ſhall not 
want for encouragement.” 

This is too much, my generous bene- 
factor,“ ſaid ſhe ; « but with what face could 
I go into buſineſs in a town where I am ſo 
well known; who would purchaſe my 
goods? no, my paſt life would ftand up in 
judgment againſt me in London, and 1 
ſhould ſoon become a bankrupt.” 

This is a very cruel world,” ſaid Henry, 
*and Iam at a loſs how to adviſe you.“ 

I have many relations at Briſtol,” ſaid 
ſhe, © who, from not knowing to what ex- 
tremities I have been drove, __ ſupport 
me, was I to take. a ſhop there.” 

Then you had better try,” ſaid Henry, 
interrupting her, as he began to feel himſelf 
very cold; * write me your wants and your 
intentions; here is my addreſs, for the pre- 
ſent, good night. If you have any thing to 
communicate to me before you ſet out, I 
will on you at any place you may ap- 


« Am 
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« Am I awake,” faid ſhe, can I have. 
met with ſuch a friend ! if ever I again fall 
into the abandoned 1 1 have led for two 
years or more, niay 

Henry again interrupted her, "Oe 1 
require no proteſtations, your future actions 
will convince me of the ſincerity of your 
reform, ſo once more good night.” And 
thus they parted. ke 


As 1t was very near four, they agreed to 
return to the tavern, in hopes Henry's car- 
riage might be arrived; it had juſt ſtopped- 
at the piazzas, and the porter was once more: 
diſmiſſing 1t when Henry appeared. Aſtley 
and he got in, and after ſetting his friend 
down in Berkeley-ſquate, and making him 
renew his promiſe to dine with him, he pro- 
cceded to Cleveland Houle, heartily rejoiced 
to think he had eſcaped paſſing a night in 
the watch-houle, and determined (equioully; 
to ſhun Captain Grey :n future, 


CHAP. | 
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Ar vreakfatt Sir Willam mid, « I am 
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very glad you ſpent the evening at the Man- 
ſels, my dear Harry; are e E 0 
able couple??? | 
* Vety much ſo, my dear Sir,” | ſaid 
Henry; but I did not ſup there, curioſity 
carried me to Covent-garden theatre, and 


there I accidentally met with my moſt inti- 


mate juvenile friend, Mr. Aſtley, ſecond fon 
to: Lord Mowbray, concluded my evening 
in his company, and have made him promiſe 
to dine at n Houſe to-day.” 


Henry 
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Henry thought any farther explanation 
unneceſſary; and Sir William, though not 
abſolutely pleaſed, did not chuſe to hazard 
any remarks upon the occaſion, only ſaid, 
with an indifferent air, I ſhall aſk the Man» 
{cls to dinner in the courſe of a few days.” 


Henry eaſily gueſſed the motive, but took 
no notice, though he longed very much to 
put a final check to his grandfather's hopes, 
but he could not arrange an excuſe to his 
mind for the moment. | 


Sir William now nat to the Mow- 

bray family, ſaying, It was a pity his Lord- 
ſhip had not ſeen his errors, adding, 41 
have heard the Miſs Mowbrays. mentioned 
as fine girls; have you ever feen them, 
Harry?“ 

« Never, Sir; but my friend always whe | 
of them in very high terms.” | 

„Oh! 1 dare ſay he wiſhes to ak 
you in their favour, but 1 hope my Henry 


enough to diſpoſe of my heart in favour 


— 
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would never think of marrying a Catho- 
> lick.” | 
_ - « Henry's colour increaſed very viſibly, 
while he ſaid, « Were I to be unfortunate 


of either of the Miſs Mowbrays, my religion 
would be an inſuperable bar to my happineſs, 
for their father had much rather they ſhould 
take the veil than give their hand to a Pro- 
teſtant.” 
„Oh! Ihave heard him mentioned as a 
rigid bigot,” ſaid Sir William; „what I 
ſaid was merely for the ſake of talking, for 1 
am perfectly convinced you have the honour 
of your family too much at heart to make 
an imprudent choice, which would certainly 
be the caſe, was you to marry either a Catho- 
lick or a foreigner. 


Henry's cheeks glowed once more, con- 
ſcious his marriage when diſcovered would 
not meet with Sir William's approbation; 
but Sir William attributed his confuſion to 
his not being fond of the ſubject; the fact 

was, 


4 
7 


7 
"er 
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was, he wiſhed to try if Henry would ac- 
knowledge a predilection in favour of any 


lady, as he was by no means ſo warm a lover 


as he could have wiſhed; however, he con- 
ſoled himſelf with reflecting the young 
people had not ſeen much of each other, 
therefore he could have no reaſon to deſpair 
of ſucceeding according to his wiſhes. | 


Mr. Aſtley was at Cleveland Houſe an © 


hour before dinner time; Henry received 
him in his dreſſing-room; he did not ſeem 
in his uſual ſpirits, and told Henry he came 
early in hopes of having a little private con- 
verſation with him before he was introduced 
to Sir William. 


Henry welcomed him in the moſt friendly $ 


manner, and inquired how he felt himſelf 
after his overnight's exceſs? 


« Why ſo diſſatisfied with mylelf,” {aid 


Aſtley, that I was undetermined whether 


I ſhould venture to make my appearance at 
Cleveland Houle, for 1 don't think I ſhall 


ever 


9 
2 
3 
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ever ire myſelf for having introduced 


vou to ſuch a couple of raſcals as Grey and 


Rereſby ; but I was really their dupe, and 
thought them men of faſhion, as they can 
aſſume the manners, and certainly have the 


appearance of gentlemen.” 


What a ſerious look you have this morn- 


ing,” ſaid Henry, laughing while he ſpoke. 


« Oh! I never felt more inclined to be 


grave in my life,“ ſaid Aſtley, nor never 


was more aſhamed of myſelf. What a pretty 
figure I ſhould have cut this morning in 
Bow-ſtreet! for do you know our two ſcurvy 


. companions were carried before his worſhip 
at ten o'clock-;/ our fair friend was evidence 
againſt them, and {wore point. blank the 


gentleman who firſt made his eſcape never 
attempted to break a lamp, and that I had 


merely thrown my hat at one. Now I know 
I tried to do all the miſchief in my power, 
for I am a very fooliſh fellow when I am in 


liquor; but I ſuppoſe you prevented me.“ 
% Pray,“ faid Henry, interrupting him, 


5 «how came you to be ſo well acquainted 


with what has paſſed ?” 


— 
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73 
J have ſeen our friend,“ ſaid Aſtley; 
«ſhe heard the order given to your coach- 
man laſt night, and was parading in the 
ſquare (looking up at all, the windows) by 
one o'clock ; at laſt caught ſight of me, 
made me a ſign, and J ſoon yo:ned her; ſhe 
was very decently dreſſed, and not rouged ; 
and after renewing her thanks for your noble 
preſent, and her aſſurances of turuing over 4 
new leaf in the moſt ſolemn manner, ſhe told 
me, Grey had been obliged to find bail, 
that his head was very much fwelled, from 
the blow he had received from the watch- 
man; and owing to her poſitive declarations 
of our innocence, no more queſtions were 
aſked, his worſhi did not even inquire the 
names of Grey's companions. Two black- 
guards like himſelf bailed him; thank God 
we are free, and there is no chance now of 
our names being mentioned. If ſuch a 
pretty frolic had come to Lord NMowbray's 
ears, I don't know what would have be- 
come of Pill Garlick ; kicked out of doors, 
moſt likely, as I richly deſerved : however, 
VOL E | I have, 
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I have had a fair warning, and a wonderful 


53 


eſcape; and if ever 
« Oh | make no raſh ws ſaid Hear, 


« we are all apt r act ſillily at times, and [ 
think, ee all things, you behaved 
very prudently.” 
«© You would find ſome difficulty i in per. 
ſuading my father ſo, Harry, though he has 
a very high opinion of your judgment, and 
always mentions you with gratitude ; for ] 
certainly ſhould have been as ignorant as! 
am wild but for your excellent leſſons and 
example.” 
« His Lordſhip does me honour,” ſaid 
Henry, « I only with, ſince you flatter me 
I ſtand ſo high in his good graces, he would 
permit you to ſpend: a couple of months 
with me; I have no friends as yet in Eng- 
land, (yourſelf excepted) and very few ac- 
quaintance, it would therefore be an abſo- 
lute act of charity.“ 
« ] am convinced he would joyfully con- 
ſent to your propoſal,” ſaid Aſtley, © be- 
cauſe he would think me out of harm's way 


while under your eye.” 
„„ | „ Then 


| WE Y | PEI Y m F „ f  — 


- 
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write to his Lordſhip,” ſaid Henry, © fo by. 


way of a preliminary ſtep, allow me to in- : 


troduce you to him.” 


They now joined Sir William in the draw- 


ing- room, and the uſual ceremonies took 


place. The Baronet was pleaſed in one 
ſenſe to think his grandſon had made himſelf 


ſuch a friend in adverſity, and hurt in ano- 


ther, when he reflected Lord Mowbray's ſon 


had ſeen Sir William Cleveland's heir . 


low 'a ſituation, 


After dinner Henry mentioned his wiſhes 
reſpecting his friend, and entreated Sir Wik 
liam would ſecond the requeſt he meant to 
make to Lord Mowbray. : 


The Baronet, ever. ready to oblige his : 


grandſon, inſtantly ſaid; it was a propo- 
tition he had in contemplation to make to 


Mr. Aſtley, and he would write to Lord 


Mowbray the next day. 
E2 Then 


* 


* Then I wall get my grandfather to ; , 


1 
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« Then, with your leave, can be the 
Weiter of your letter, Sir William,“ ſaid 
Aſtley, © I ſhall leave town on my return 


to the Abbey to-morrow.” 

« Then I will write my letter this very 
evening,” faid the Baronet, and hope you 
he * bring me the anſwer in perſon. | 


The two friends ſpent the afternoon, 
therefore, tete-d-tete, and parted with re- 
gret, though oy SOR ſo ſoon to meet 


_ 


CHAP, 
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Wiram a few days after Aſtley's de- 
parture, Sir William, who feemed in excel- 
lent ſpirits, had breakfaſted as uſual with 
his grandſon in his dreſſing· room, and as ſoon 
as their meal was over, defired Henry ta 

ring the bell, He roſe to comply with his 
wiſhes, and thought he read ſomething more 
than common in the old gentleman's- 
countenance. | * 


E 3 Tell. 
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Tell Johnflone I am at leiſure,” was the 
order given to the ſetvant who preſented 
33 | 


Henry, unwilling to intrude, was going to 
_— 7 1 


« Sit down, my dear fellow,” ſaid the 
Baronet, * I can have no ſecrets you ought 
not to be made acquainted with; beſides, 
in the preſent inſtance, your company could 


not be diſpenſed with.“ 


Henry bowed and reſumed his ſeat. 


The old ſteward ſoon made his appear- 
ance with an air of triumph, and ſeemed to 
think himſelf the herald of agreeable tidings ; 


- he looked at Sir William, and then at 


Henry, and as he held a large parcel of deeds 
in his hand, the latter had his doubts whe- 


ther his grandfather had not given orders to 


have the ſettlements drawn for the marriage 
| he 
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be was, ſo much wrapped up in, that they 
might be in readineſs. The idea occaſioned 


a ſmile he tried to. conceal, while the Baro- 


net deſired the ſteward to take his ſeat at 
the table. | 1 

The old man did as he was ordered, then 
took out his ſpectacles, fixed them upon his 
noſe, and untied the packet he had brought 


- 
In. 


4s every thing ready?“ ſaid Sir William. 
« ] have executed your orders to the heſt 
of my knowledge, Sir-William, and I dare 
 fay you will find every thing as you could 
wiſh. -—þ3 25 
. very well, begin,” ſaid the Baronet, 

« and do you liſten, my dear Harry, as this 
buſineſs materially concerns your intereſt.” 


' Johnſtone; with the true accent of an 
attorney's clerk, proceeded to read over dif- 
| ferent ſecurities for money lent upon mort- 
gages, and concluded by the conditions of a 
mortgage of eight thouſand a year upon the 

E 4 Oakley 
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Oakley eſtate: the whole amounted to be- 
tween fifteen and ſixteen thoufand a year, 
which the Baronet now made over, by an irre- 
yocable deed of gift to Henry and his beirs, 
and would neither allow him to thank him, 
or to ſtart a ſingle objection. 


Signing and ſealing being over, Johnſtone 
was allowed to withdraw; and Henry aſſured 
his grandfather this was much more than he 
wanted, or ſhould know how to ſpend, 


The Baronet cut bim ſhort, ſaying, 1 


do not deprive myſelf of any thing by what 
1 have done, I have only kept my word; 
a young man of your age ought to be and to 

ſeel himſelf independent; it is my wiſh you 
ſhould live in a ſplendid ſtyle. Few people 
in England can afford to ſpend more money 
than myſelf; what I have put you in poſ- 
ſeſſion of, is merely the fruits of what I have 
been very well able to ſpare out of my an- 


nual income. You find I have got a tolerable 


hold of the ancient feat of the Oakleys ; 
the 
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the Earl will be very happy to pay it off, by 
making over the caſtle and all its depen» 
dancies to his youngeſt. daughter's huſband 
at his death, and I ſhall expect to have the 
title included; but that Jam pretty ſure of. 
Did you call in Portland Place n 
when you was out?“ 

« No, Sir, was Henry's anſwer. 

Well, the family dine here to- day, ſo ĩt 
would be uſeleſs to pay them a viſit this; 
was you ſo inclined.“ 


W was e hurt to find himſelf 
thus drawn in, as it were, without his con- 
ſent being even aſked, or his having given 
either party to underſtand he meant to com-- 
mence lover ;. he therefore thought it would, 
be better to tell Sir William at once, he did 
not like the lady, that muſt put a final ſtop. 
to his proceedings; yet the old man's heart 
ſeemed ſo bent upon bringing matters to. 
bear, and he was in ſuch an excellent hu- 
mour (not to mention tae noble preſent he 
had juſt made him) that Henry could not 

E 5 ſummon. 
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- ſummon ſufficient fortitude to put a damp 
upon his joy juſt at ſuch a moment.— 
Sir William had mentioned his intentions 
of inviting the Manſel family to dinner, 

and now found he meant to prepare him for 
their viſit, by making him independent; in 
hopes, no doubt, this act of generoſity would 
not go unrewarded. The Baronet, ever upon 
the watch to launch out in praife of Lady 
Sophia, had ſeized the preſent moment with 
avidity, and was expatiating very learnedly 
upen her ſuperior beauty, acknowledged 
talents, &c. &c. when ſome one knocked 
at the room door.—*« Come in,” ſaid Sir 
William. | 


' It was Henry's valet, who preſented a 
large ſealed packet to his maſter, ſaying, 
From the French Ambaſlador, Sir, the 
. ſervant ſaid there required no anſwer.” 


— 5 + 
4 


- Henry' ; eyes ſparkled with delight the 
moment he eaught fight of the direction; 
« From 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE. EE 83 | 


« From the Marquis D'Or," fad he, £ 
. * how kind!“ 

«.] hope he has robs 5 incloſed ] 
your diſcharge,” ſaid the Baronet z © the 
Packet ſcems large enough to warrant my 
expectations.“ 5 

« I fancy it merely contains a few congra- 
tulatory letters from ſome of my friends, 
ſaid Henry, haſtily breaking the ſeal; and, 
to his inexpreſſible joy, the firſt that pre- 
ſented itſelf to his view was from his Joſe- 
phine. He was juſt going to raiſe it to his 
lips when he caught the eyes of Sir William 
full upon him; he was very much confuſed, 
conſcious his tranſports muſt have a very odd 
appearance, and might create ſtrange ſuſ- 
picions in his grandfather's boſom; fo by 
way of an excuſe, hardly knowing what to 

do, he ſaid, I really beg pardon, my dear 

Sir, for having thus rudely opened my letters 

without aſking permiſſion; my impatience 

got the better of my politeneſs,” putting 

the very one he was moſt anxious to peruſe 

into his pocket while he was ſpeaking. | 
HS * Pray 
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* Pray make no apologies, my dear 
Harry,” ſaid Sir William, in a peeviſh tone, 
(almoſt convinced, from the animated ex- 

pPreſſion of Henry's countenance, the packet 
| contained a letter from ſome favourite lady) 
I ſhall be quite hurt if you treat me cere- 
moniouſly. Your action was very natural; 
pray read your letters, don't mind me.” 


Henry was obliged, after what he had 

dne and faid, to take advantage of the 

pe miſſion he had received ; be therefore, 

wilhing to eſcape from Sir. William's ſcru- 

flinisiag eyes, retired to the window. moſt. 

out of the Baronet's ſight, and began to read 

as follows, beginning purpoſely with the. 

Mara uis's letter, by way of preparing him-- 
ſelf for a ol greater 1 8 


* My dear Henry, | 
„was very much amuſed, by your: 
laſt favour. The idea of the. old Baronet's 
wanting to force you-(for his unceaſing per- 
{:cution does not deſerve a ſofter name) into 
the 
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the arms of his favourite Lady Sophia, is 
truly ludierous; at preſent he only em- 
ploys, what he looks upon as generous, 
perſuaſions; fhould they fail, he means, no- 
doubt, to have recourſe to other meaſures. 
Were you, what he ſuppoſes, an abſolute 
dependant upon his power, I ſhould pity: 
you very ſincerely ; as it is, I feel that ſenti- 
ment for the young lady, who does not ſeem 
to be allowed to exerciſe her own judgment 
even upon fo important an occaſion. How 
ever, had your engagements or your inclina- - 
tion permitted you to comply with the old 
gentleman's wiſhes, I'think ſhe would have 
ſubmitted to her fate without a murmur ;. 
ſtil}, it is very diſagreeable to be obliged to 
marry even a man or woman one would other- 
wiſe have choſen. I therefore ſincerely hope 
that idea will prevent her from encouraging 
what muſt prove a hopeleſs paſſion, for hu-- 
man nature revolts at the bare idea of com- 
pulſion, and that may enable her to preſerve 
her heart, while honour, love, and Jene 
reign ſole poffefſors of your's. | 
« Now. 
SY 


86 _ MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 


„No, what advice can I vehture to 
offer? I muſt cen repeat my former words; 
vou muſt be guided by circumſtances only; 
follow the dictates of your own heart, and 

you will never act wrong, though you may 

offend this deſporic grandfather of your s. 

Should that be the caſe, I have already given 

you my advice upon that head; ; you have 

an apartment always kept ready prepared 
_ tor. your reception at the Hotel D'Orcy, 
Where F now am, as the date of my letter 
would have informed you. I ſhortened my 
Fay at St. Omers, received letters of conſe- 
- _ quence. very ſoon after your departure, in- 

forming me my preſence was required in 

Paris; this excuſe paſſed current with the 
officers of my regiment, et me voici, once 
more in the centre of pleaſure and diſhpa- 
tion, I wrote a few lines, which I incloſed 
with your laſt to Joſephine, to let her know 
where 1 was to be found at a ſhort notice, 
and the letter accompanies this, and which 
you will moſt likely read beforg you deign 
| to e the ee of triendſhip wall 

; allow 
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allow you to judge what vaſt merit I 
have in the offer I juſt now made you 'Y 


but remember, my houſe may prove a 


comfortable. town reſidence for your lovely 
Joſephine has provided you with a country 
retreat. This circumſtance, joined to the 
general tenor of her behaviour, convinces me 
of her anxious wiſh to attach her Henry to 
her native — 


With the cloſe packet, I received the 
title deeds (which are made out in your 
name) of a ſmall, but elegant, ſeat in the 
Gatinois, near the foreſt of Fontainbleau 
it ſeems to poſſeſs very ample ſeignorage 
rights, (droits ſcigneuriaux) and has been 
purchaſed as it ſtood, very handſomely fur- 
niſhed. The eſtate round it is very com- 

pact, lies within a ring fence, and brings in 

about thirty thouſand livres, or fiſteen hun- 
dren pounds ſterling a year; is what you 
would call a hunting ſeat, or ſporting box; 
the land is in excellent condition, and let to 
very reſpectable tenants. I ſpeak from the 
firſt antherity, as I was favoured with a few 
lines 
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- lines from your Joſephine upon the oecafion, 
and I am fure it would add. conſiderably to 
her happineſs to learn you had taken poſſeſ- 
fion of this recent acquiſition, for I do not. 
think ſhe enjoys the idea of your inhabiting 
a different kingdom ;. and though l am cer- 
tain ſhe ſincerely participates in the pleaſure 
being acknowledged by Sir William Cleve- 
land gave you, till I think ſhe is ſorry ſhe 
has it no longer ſo much in her power to 
| Convince you of her diſintereſted love. In 
the mean time, I am very anxious to hear 
how you go on, and almoſt wiſh you would: 
bring your anſwer in perſon ; if that ſhould. 
not be the caſe, as you will moſt likely have a 
large packet to ſend your Joſephine, incloſe 
it me, and ſend it to our Ambaſſador at 
your court, who will forward it immediately. 
I ſhall ſend this through the ſame channel. 


„ You will direct as uſual, I preſume, to 
your Joſephine. I fancy P. is her banker, 
and the only perſon (her attendants excepted) 
in her confidence; ; and who would dare 
| _ queſtion: 
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queſtion ſuch a man, ſetting honour aſide; —=_. 
but I will not add another ward, after 1 
have faid 


«Iam ſincerely your's, | 
% D'Oxey.” , 


Henry's heart beat with delight upon re- 
ceiving this freſh proof of his Joſephine's 
love, he longed mote ardently than ever 
for the moment that would reſtore her to bus 
arms. | | 


As ſoon as he had finiſhed reading his 
letter, Sir William, whoſe eyes were fixed 
upon him, ſaid, 1 hope all your foreign 
friends are well, Harry?“ 

« This letter is from the Marquis D Orey; 
Sir,” faid Henry ;” he deſires me to preſent 
his particular compliments to you.” 

« The Marquis does me honour, Henry, 
I defire you will expreſs my warmeſt thanks 
for the favours he conferred upon you in 
your next; but, upon ſecond thoughts, I 


vill write a A lines myſelf. What do you 
think 
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think would be the Tthoit acceptable preſent 


I could make: is conſequence?” 
„An Engli it , Sir,“ faid Henry. 


« Then I e wenn for one of the 
fineſt 2 king wiurds,” ſaid Sir Wil- 
lam Does: and Engl! im?“ 


Not very well, Sir.“ 

Then you mult afiift me in 8 4 
French letter, {aid the Baronet. He is 8 

not married, I think you told me, Harry.“ oo 
No, Sir; but he does mean to play the 

col, be ſays, ſome ſeven years hence.“ 

Who keeps his houſe? has he any fe 

male relation reſides with him * | 


| The Daroant kept his eyes fixed upon 
his grandſon while he aſked this queſtion ; 
and as Henry eaſily gueſſed his thoughts, 
he could not reſiſt the temptation he felt to 
puniſh him a little for his curioſity, fo ſaid, 
« Tt is not the faſhion in Paris, Sir, for un- 
| married men of rank to have ladies reſide 
with them, they always do the honours of 
their own. houſes, and direct their own 
| houſe- 
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houſeholds ; 3 but the Marquis has ſeveral 
very amiable female relations, among others 
a firſt couſin, Madame La Marechale de 
Montbrillant.“ 

« Oh! a woman of * conſequence. | 
She is not very young, I preſume P 

Juſt turned of thirty, Sir,” ſaid Henry, 
« a widow, and one of the moſt agreeable 
women J ever yet met with, but that is he- 

reditary in the D'Orcy family.“ 

Has ſhe any children? | 

« No, Sit... 
ls ſhe handſome ?” 3 
„Not a regular beauty, Sir; what the 
French call a pretty woman, and her man- 
ners and converſation are faſcinating beyond 

meaſure,” 

«A true F rench Petite Maitreſſ,” faid 
Sir William, in a piqued tone, which highly 
amuſed Henry. * Is ſhe rich?” 

66 Yes, Sir; there are few hotels in Paris 
to compare to her's. - She ſees a great deal 
of company, and gives very frequent enter- 

tainments; and I muſt ſay I never faw any 
Bit. equal 
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equal to them in Joint of luxury and 


taſte.” 


« And pray what becomes of her "ney 
at her death?“ 


Part is at her own diſpoſal, Sir, the re- 


mainder will fall to the Marquis D'Orcy or 


his heirs.“ 
« Then I ſuppoſe his Lordſhip would 
not approve of her making a ſecond choice.” 
« You really wrong the Marquis, my dear 
Sir; a more diſintereſted man don't exiſt.” 
The Baronet forced a ſmile, ſaying, * That 
is a point I cannot diſpute with you, Harry; 
I do ſuppoſe, had you ſtaid in France, and 


roſe (as you had every chance of doing) ia 


the army, through your own merit, and the 
Marquis's intereſt, you might have afpired 
to the hand of Madame La Marechale.“ 


« Her mind is certainly ſuperior to nar- 


row. prejudices,” ſaid Henry, © and I dare 
ſay, was her own conſcience to acquit her, 
ſhe would ſet the opinion of the world at 
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Sir William actually turned pale, con- 


vinced Henry had diſpoſed of his heart in 


favour of Madame de Montbrillant ; but 
the latter, thinking he had carried the farce 


on long enough, and impatient to read his 


Joſephine's letter, concluded by ſaying, 


he knew the Marechale was determined 


never to alter her condition. 


Sir William felt himſelf perfectly relieved, 
and would have aſked a few more queſtions, 


if ſome company he could not avoid ſeeing 
had not been announced ; he therefore aſked 


Henry if he would nn him into thje 


ſaloon. 


Hie begged to be excuſed, and, to his 
great joy, was at laſt left to himſelf; but 
tearful of being diſturbed where he was, he 
haſtened into his own dreſſing- room, and 


with all the agitation of a paſſionate lover, 
tare open Joſephine's letter, or, more pro- 


- 


perly, packet. The firſt things that pre- 


ſented themſelves to his view were bills upon 
London 
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London to a conſiderable amount; he was 
| rather hurt than pleaſed to find ſhe thought 
it neceſſary to load him thus with preſents, 


- it ſeemed to imply a ſort of doubt of his 
love. ©* How unjuſt,” thought he, and 
how little does the gueſs what paſſes in my 
heart?” Without examining the bills, he 
put them into his waiſtcoat-pocket, think- 
ing his wife muſt be very rich, if ſhe really 
could afford, without inconvenience, to part 
with ſo much money ; but this he was afraid 
was. not the caſe. However, he determined 
at all events to prove a faithful ſteward, 
while he began to read the following 


letter: : 


Ten thouſand thanks, my dear, my 


ever- beloved Henry, for your three kind 


and conſoling letters; they followed each 


other much ſooner than I had either hoped 
or expected. Allow me to congratulate 
you moſt ſincerely upon the contents of your 
ſecond; can my Henry ſuppoſe I did not 
inſtantly gueſs every ſenſation which glowed 


in 


bhp ws ONS, Pr TOTS: 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 95 


in his noble boſom ? believe me I ſoon learnt © 
to eſtimate the 1nnate goodneſs of your 


heart, and with my conſent, Henry, after 


once united, we had never parted. But re- 
member the alteration in your proſpects has 
made none in mine; I ſhould have been as 
proud of acknowledging my Henry Weſ⸗ 
thorpe, as I ſhall be, when the happy mo- 
moment arrives, my Henry Cleveland, For 
what ſacrifices have I made to thoſe you 
now offer to make to abridge the cruel term 
of our abſence; I regret the diſtance that 
now ſeparates us as much as you can do, 
though I am ſelfiſh enough to rejoice over 
the expreſſions of your ſorrow upon the oc- 
caſion —how truly flattering to a heart like 
mine! I cannot ſay I feel the ſlighteſt par- 
tiality in fayour of your grandfather, not- 
withſtanding all his promiſes of amendment ; 
if he is a ſincere penitent I forgive him, but 
my charity extends no farther, I hardly 


know what to ſay about your uncle ; I have = 


been trying to draw a compariſon between 
him and Sir William; when I have decided. 
| to 
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to which 1 give the preference, I will let 


you know. In the mean time, I cannot 


bear the idea that Sir William Cleveland 
ſhould fancy you are any way dependant 
upon his caprices, it is fortunate for him he 


is not a Catholick, and his conſcience under 


the direction of ſome ſevere bigoted Monk. 
J think he would expiate his late want of 


feeling by ſome very ſevere penance; thoug*, 


upon reflection, he Is very rich, and money 


will often purchaſe abſolution. What a 
merit does he now make of merely doing 


his duty! and how he tries to make you 


feel his power ! ſuch perſuaſion as he makes 


eſe of amounts to compulſion. But ſhould 


it be in his power to deprive you of his boaſt- 


ed riches, upon your refuſing to comply with 


his unreaſonable demands, let him, if he chu- 


ſes, deviſe his money to the ſupport of ſome 
public charity, by way of expiating his 
paſt crimes, all I poſſeſs and can diſpoſe of is 
your's without reſerve, and we ſhall find 
enough for ourſelves and thoſe we may leave 


behind us. Should he keep his word re- 


ſpecting 


— 
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betting: the fifteen thouſand, a, year you 
mention, that is very. well; it 18 no more than 
| he ought to do, and 1 ſhould, think you to 
blame were you to refuſe that or any other 
of his gifts; upon this principle, vou will 
make a far better uſe of the money than 
exer he will, therefore you would be doing an 1 
injury to mankind in general. 1 can ſup- 
poſe what a judicious bribe he thought he 

held out when he promiſed to add anothet 
five on your wedding-day ? he was conſcious 
he could not have withſtood ſuch a tempta· 
tion himſelf; he therefore judged you, as 
moſt people do, after his own heart. But 
ſhould he preſs you any more upon the ſub- 
ject of marriage, tell him at once your views _ 
are different from his; and if he ſhould be 
diſpleaſed, bid adieu to his boaſted ſplendory 
and return to that country where you have 
tound a woman capable of diſcerning merit 
in your ſex, and ambitious to reward it, 
You know. how happy your friend D*Orcy 
will be to ſee you; he will moſt likely write 
to you by the ſame poſt or conveyance that 
l | Fig ns or of 


Fall expect a ſpeedy anſwer, as I long to 


1 
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will bring you this, to inform you he has re · 
ceived the title deeds of a ſmall purchaſe I 
have made for my Henry 1 ina ſporting part 
of France, becauſe I know his countrymen 
are fond of the diverſion. Come, then, and 
take poffeffion of this rural dwelling, if your 
grandfather makes England difagreeable to 
youz it is allowed by judges to be a delightful 
ſpot, and within a day's ride of the gayeſt me- 
tropolis in the univerſe. For the preſent our 
marriage muſt remain a profound ſecret; 
you muſt ſuppoſe yourſelf a bachelor till ! 
give you leave to acknowledge your title of 
huſband ; I doubt neither your conſtancy 
nor your hve, and once a month I will renew 
the aſſurances of my own. Remember ! 


hear how the Baronet will bear the diſap- 
pointment he will infallibly meet with. As 
ſoon as I have diſpatched my letter, I ſhall 
think of a hundred things I had to ſay; but, 
for the preſent, I can only fay, adieu, moſt 
"amiable of Men! © JOSEPHINE. 

P. S. I incloſe a trifle that may be uſe- 
* to you, and which I ſhould not know 
| 30 | - what 
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for my ſake more than Sir William's, and 
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what to do with; you muſt live* in ſtyle 


depend upon it, let what will happen, you 
ſhall ede have reaſon to 1 125 har f 


marriage.“ 


As wg was quite alone, he preſſed the | 


letter very fervently to his hps as foon as he 


had concluded, and exclaimed, loud enough 
to have been heard had any body been 
litening, * Moſt amiable and moſt lovely 
of thy ſex! let us but meet once more never 


to part, and my future life ſhall be ſpent in 


endeavouring to promote your felicity ! You 
are now, perhaps, more unhappy than I am, 
and are ſecluding yourſelf from the world to 
ſuppo:t me in a degree of ſplendour, which 
can never add to my felicity : but I have this 


day been put in poſſeſſion of an income that 


will enable us both to enjoy every luxury this 
world affords ; only allow me to ſhare it. 
with you, my Jotephine, and I will forſake 
country, friends, and ail my future expecta- 
F 2 | tions, 
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tions, vculd the ſacrifice but induce you to 
__ the time-of our nne 


. 3 of Een followed this reſo- 


lution ; he ſaw his grandfather's conduct in 
much the ſame light ſhe did, and foreſaw 
they were very likely to diſagree. All that 
hurt him was, the fear his grandfather might 
think he had ated with diſſimulation to 


| obtain the yearly revenue he had juſt made 


over to him; if he even hinted ſuch a thing 
when he found he was not inclined to com- 
Ply with bis wiſhes, he would return him all 


his gifts, and retire to the charming habita- 


tion he was now become maſter of; — thanks 


to his Joſephine. Fifteen hundred a year 
was as much as he ſhould wiſh to ſpend, and | 
5 would afford him as many comberts: as iltcen 


thouſand. | 


The e entrance of his valet, who did 
not know he was in that room, rouſed him 
from his reverie; and wiſhing ſtill to enjoy 
his 3 thoughts, he deſired his man to 


order 


%* ai ab}. An; ol 
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order his horſe, and to tell Sir William, who = 
was ſtill engaged with company, in caſe hg 
aſked for him, he was gone to take a ride 
for an hour. | | 


During his airing, he thought he fan ho 
| little hunting ſeat in his © mind's eye, and 
promiſed himſelf great pleaſures there 1 in 
company with the lovely donor. He neyer 
recollected having mentioned his being fond 
of ſporting, though, in fact, it was one of 
his favourite diverſions ; what a pleaſing re- 
flection for a mind like his, to know, his 
adored wife had been ſo bufily employed- 
in providing both for his pleaſures, and 
_ «comforts? with what haſte ſhe muſt have - 
concluded this purchaſe, and had moſt 
likely on that account paid very dear 
for it; yet could he blame her for ſo con- 
vincing a proof of her love. He had been 
once or twice at Fontainbleau during the 
time he ſpent with the Marquis D'Orcy, 
and remembered having particularly admi- 
red the e environs of the foreſt, and recollect- 
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| ed having ſaid as much to his Joſephine; 
It, was therefore doubly conſiderate in her 
to wiſh every way to gratify his taſte. He 
next began to arrange in his own mind what 
he meant to write to his Joſephine the next 
day, and came to a final relolution, if be 
| found his grandfather obſtinately bent upon 
his marrying Lady Sophia Courtenay, to ſet 
off for Paris, and to give that as his reaſon 
- for. quitting England, which would not be 
. in che ſmalleſt degree from the 
8 truth. 


. 


Having thus ſettled every thing in his 
own mind, he turned his horſe's head home- 
wards, as it grew late, and he ſhould hard! 5 
have time to dreſs before the expected gue 

made their appearance. 
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Bzrwzex five and ſix he joined Sir 
William in the drawing- room. The com- 
pany was not yet arrived ſix O clock was 
the Baronet's uſual dinner hour - the old 
gentleman was in excellent ſpirits, told 
Henry he looked exceedingly well; in ſhort, 
did all in his power to put him in good hu- 
mour with himſelf; then obſerved, the 
Manſels made it late; adding, Another 
family that I expected to meet them, the 
Groveſbys, have ſent their excuſes, the eldeſt 
fon is juſt returned from India, I under- 
itand,” > - vo. 189 208! 

WS Henry 
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Henry paid but very little attention to 
what the old gentleman ſaid, though, before 
the Manſels took their leave, he had ſome 
.. reaſon' to think this latter aſſertion apocry- 
> . 


A few minutes before the clock ſtruck ſix, 
Mr. and Lady Almeria Manſel, and Lady 
Sophia Courtenay, were announced : the 

banker and his lady were in excellent ſpirits, 

Lady Sophia, on the contrary, ſeemed ra- 
cher dejected, though ſhe every now and 
ren forced à ſmile in return for Sir Wil- 
nam's far- fetched compliments; indeed 
they were rather calculated to excite mirth, 
for, though a very ſenſible man, and in ge- 
neral a very agreeable companion, he was 
not a very great adept in the ſcience of gal- 
lantry; his manners and terms-ſayoured as 
the French would have faid, * De Ia vieille 
tour. While he was exhauſting his imagi- 
nation to flatter Lady Sophia, Lady Almeria 
was in a more delicate manner acting the 
ſame ou by Henry, who never found him- 
l 19Ft- . | | ſelt 


# + 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 10 5 


felf jeſs inclined to give way to vanity ; : ; and | 


at laſt, to his and Lady Sophia 8 great re- % 


liek, dinner v was announced. 


During their meal, Henry could not help 
thinking it was rather extraordinary a womam 
of Lady Almeria's ſenſe and apparent deli- 
cacy ſhould thus bring her ſiſter, evidently 
with a defign to promote” his prangiather 8 
favourlitſihetne ; but a moment's reflection 
induced him to acquit that truly amiable 
woman. Sir William had giver him to un 
derſtand the Farl of Oakley was very muck 
in his power; her Ladyſhip, who was ex- 
ceſſively attached to her father, might think 
the was only fulfilling her duty towards 
him, in trying to oblige and humour the 
Baro · t; this was literally the caſe, and her 
Ladyſhip only wiſhed to perform her part 
with a good grace. A ſort of Half pique 
was often viſible upon Lady Sophia's S COUnN- 
tenance, Henry obſerved, which induced 
him truly to compaſſionate her ſituation... 
U "”u the point of marriage but a very few 


F 5 bo months | 
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months before with a man the moſt proba- 
- - bly deſpiſed, ſhe was now ordered to diſpoſe 
ol her heart and hand in favour of the couſin 
of her firſt admirer, merely becauſe he now 
ſtood in. the other's place. Surely Lord 
and Lady Oakley muſt be both, mercenary 
and devoid of feeling, or they could not put 
a daughter to ſych a ſevere trial; if they 
had. any idea that ſhe conſented to their firſt 
propoſal with any degree of ſatisfaction, what 
could they ſuppoſe muſt be her preſent feel- 
ings? and if ſhe had ventured: to expreſs her 
diſlike of the firſt Mr. Cleveland; what rea- 
fon had they to ſuppoſe ſhe would view him 
with more favourable eyes? For what opi- 
nion could a delicate woman form of a man 
who (acyyainted with her late engagements, 
and taught to believe ſhe had loved b cou- 
fin) could acknowledge himſelf a candidate 
for her hand upon fo ſhort an ACqUantance ; 5 
he therefore longed very, much to convince 
her he did not mean to-take advantage ot 
her ſituation, and determined to relieve her 
from the diſagreeable ſenſations ſhe muft 
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now experience, even at the hazard of incur- 
ring his grandfather's. n ann 


ſure. 


The converſation during dinner was very 
dull and unintereſting. Henry only ſpoke 
when addreſſed, and Lady Sophia followed 
his example. Mr. Manſel and Sir William 
talked politics, and Lady Almeria tried in 
vain to animate the two young people; at 
laſt ſhe retired with her ſiſter, and Sir Wil- 
liam inſtantly gave Lady Sophia in a bum- 
per; then affecting to addreſs his diſcourſe: 
to Mr. Manſel, repeated all his former praiſes. 
The banker ſeconded him very ably, and 
thus the ball was kept up between them for 
near half an hour, and the bottles were 
puſhed about very briſkly, as the Baronet 
wiſhed to raiſe Henry's ſpirits to enable him 
to diſplay his gallantry to advantage. 


When he thought he had ſucceeded to 
his wiſh, he ſatd, + Lou had better join the 
ladies,” my dear Harry, you are not fond of 
| F6 : . the 
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de breite 1 ie and 1 am ſure Lady 
Almeria and her ebe eee 
company. * © | 
* Hletiry nad much rather have been ex- 
cuſed, but could not very well make any 
objections before Mr. Manſel; therefore roſe 


and proceeded into the drawing oom, where 


he found the two ſiſters ſeated on each: 
ſide of the fire. Lady Almeria's counte- 
nance brightened upon his entrance, and he 
took a eat,” -fayingy be hoped he did not. 
break 1 in W ne 2 


15 = 12 


eee meh ue kenh, a8. us, 
ſaid Lady Almeria, ſmiling; „what can: 
two ſiſters have to ſay: to, each other. of mo- 
ment I mean, when they are every day, nay, 
almoſt every hour, in each other's com- 


ay ©: 


pany.” . -- 


Lady Sophia looks med ned 
Henry ſhe: had been liſtening to a ſevere: 
lecture ; he therefore concluded it was ex- 

pected 
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pected he ſhould break the ice. During 
the courſe of the aſternoon, this idea per- 
plexed him exceſſively; ſincerely did he wiſh: 
he had acted openly with his grandfather at 
once, as he ſhould now not only offend him, 
but very poſſibly affront the Manſels; how- 

ever, he forelaw he ſhould have very little 
time allowed him for deliberation, therefore. 
determined at all events to relieve Lady So- 


phia from her Nen ae ee fitua- 
tion. 


Lady Almeria wiſhing to rouſe him, aſked 
him a few queſtions about France. His 
reflections were too much engaged upon 
different ſubjects to allow him to pay much 
attention to what ſhe ſaid, he therefore ſel⸗- 
dom addreſſed her, except when any of her 
queſtions required an immediate anſwer. 
Lady Sophia remained totally ſilent. and 
ſeemed to feel a ſort of fearful expectation 
Henry very eaſily accounted for. 110 
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In leſs than a quarter of an hour a ſervant 
made his appearance, and told Lady Almeria 
Sir William begged the favour of her com- 
pany for a few minutes in the library. Her 
Ladyſhip inſtantly roſe, and retired with no 


ſſtmall degree of precipitation, evidently 


aſhamed of the part ſne had undertaken to 
oblige her father and the Barone. 


Lady Sophia's countenance brightened 
the moment the door was ſhut, while 
Henry, now perfectly convinced the whole 
was a pre- concerted ſcheme to force him in 
a manner to comply with his grandfather's 
wiſhes, certain that every civil ſpeech he 
might now addreſs” to Lady Sophia would 
be conſtrued into a declaration of his love; 
and though he had reſolved to relieve her 
from her evident anxiety, ſtill he found him- 
ſelf very much at a loſs how to begin, as his 
diſcourſe muſt convince her he felt no ſen- 
timent of partiality in her favour. He ar- 
ranged ſeveral ſpeeches, but rejected all of 
them before they reached his lips, as too 

» formal, 
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formal, too gay, or too humiliating; - at laſt 
he ventured to raiſe his eyes, and met thoſe 
of Lady Sophia full upon bim; her coun- 
tenance exhibited peculiar archneſs, while 
the faid, with a ſmile, Did you ever ſee 
the man of the world, Mr. Cleveland?“ 
Never, Madam,” ſaid Henry; but 
I once read it. Sir Pertinax MSxcophæar 
is the hero of the piece, if I recollect right.“ 

«Yes, and I think Macklin diſplayed 
great knowledge of mankind. by delineating. 
that character. There are but too many 
Sir Pertinax's to be found in real life, to 
your ſorrow and mine, Mr. Cleveland.“ 

« Upon my word I don't exactly under- 
ſtand your Ladyſhip,“ ſaid. Henry, though 
his glowing: cheeks plainly, ſhewed | how 
ſtrongly he felt the alluſion. 

+ You. mult excuſe me, Mr. C bel 2 
ö faid the, © 1t was not my intention to offend, 
but the fimilarity of Egerton and Lady Ro- 
dolpha Lumbercourt's ſituation to your's. 
and mine promptec me. to make my firſt 


compariſon, | 
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compariſon, and I think we both ſeem to 
have ſtudied the part of the two latter.“ 


_ Henry's natural good humour all returned 
in a moment; and ſtruck with the reſem- 

blance her Ladyfhip had pointed out, he, 

contrary to the precepts of à certain noble 
Earl, burſt out into a viclent fit of laughter, 
in which wry Sophia joined e | 


When he had rather recovered his gravity, 
he ſaid, T poſitively never felt mylelf lets 
inclined to mirth, Lady Sophia, nor more 
embarraſſed; I have a thouſand things to 
fay to you, but am perfectly at a loſs how to 
begin. As 1 have certainly a part allotted 
me I am by no means prepared or inclined 
to perform, your Ladyſhip muſt excuſe my 
frankneſs, and attribute it to my wiſh to 
convince you Fam incapable of taking advan- 
tage of arrangements I am ee do not 
meet your approbation. , 

Hou truly have you gueſſed 1 55 palled 


in my heart, Mr. Cleveland? our relations 
think, 
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think, - becauſe you are very rich, and I am 
very poor, and I am a Lady, and your grand- 
father thinks you want a titled wife, we ſhall 
exactly ſuit each other; as for mutual in- 
clination, union of hearts, and all that non 
fenſe, they look upon as the mere romantic 
effuſions of the brain of a love-ſick boarding- 
ſchool Miſs ; ſuch wiſe people as you and 
ought to be ſuperior to ſuch vulgar ſenti- 
ments. Now, made up matches like our's 
may prove very happy, for any thing I know 
to the contrary ; but I believe we are neither 
of us very defirous of trying the experiment. | 
Your looks encourage me to go on: allow 
me to aſk you a few queſtions. You don't 
ſeem at all inclined any more than-myſelf to 
facilitate the arrangements between the Earl 
of Lumbercourt, alias Oakley, and Sir Wil- 
liam Cleveland, by the diſpoſal of your hand; 
(heart, you know, is out of the queſtion) 
therefore, ſhall you not be very much obli- 
ged to me 1t I take upon me to refuſe you 
inſtead of refering that diſagreeable taſk to 
you? Ladies are allowed to be capricious; 
and 
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. and fince we can never become lovers, let us 
be friends, and endeavour, as far as lies in 
our power, to ſerve each other. I have no 
wiſh to quarrel with my family, and preſume 
you are not particularly deſirous of offending 
Sir William, whole arbitrary ſpirit I am tho- 
roughly acquainted with; therefore, if you 
will .condeſcend to ſubmit to my directions, 
we may keep them all in good bumour with 
us, and, what is {till more difficult, with 
themſelves. 75 
224 promiſe implicit altos to my fair 
ftiend's- directions,“ ſaid Henry, taking her 
hand which he raiſed to his lips. | 
ee preſume you look upon this,” ſaid ber 
Ladyſhip, ſmiling, as kiſſing the book— 
and as ſuch I take it; you are therefore to 
look upon your raſh proepuſo as irrevocably 
binding,” 
our Ladyſhip may henceforth com- 
mand my ſervices in any way, and in any 
reſpect; allow me to aſſume the title of your 
friend, your brother any one, in ſhort, but 
loyer. 


4 Yet 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 115 


«Yet that is what you muſt conſent to 
appear for a ſhort time, ſaid Lady Sophia, 
or you will totally derange my plan; you 
are a ſoldier, therefore muſt know it is very 
excuſable to diſſimulate with an enemy; 
and in what other liglit can we lock upon 
our relations? who, while they profeſs un- 
bounded love, and the moſt ardent wiſh to 
ſerve us, are doing all in their power to 
make us both miſerable ; they have certain- 
ly forgot what love is, or that they were ever 
young themſelves. * You have perhaps more 
to dread from an oppoſition. to ſuch wiſe 
deſigns than I have; I am in ſome reſpects 
independant, therefore I mean to take upon 
myſelf to overturn their prudent ſcheme, if 
you will but aſſiſt me in keeping up appear- 
ances, that is all I require; you ſhall get off 
honourably, I give you my. word; nay, * 
ſhall be pitied if you . 2 


en Guiled, and — Ladyſhip thus 
proceeded. 
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My vanity (a quality inherent in our 
400 leads me to ſuppoſe your heart is en- 
-paged ; I preſume you have left it-in France, 
therefore your appearing to pay your court 


to me will not make the lady of your choice 


uneaſy. I ſhall not require a regular viſit 
once a day, nor do I wiſh the world to ſup- 
pofe we are very violently ſmitten with each 
other; but it is abſolutely neceſfary we 
ſhould appear reſigned to our relations' will, 

elſe my fine plan will vaniſh into air, and 


muſt conclude in a total breach between the = 


two families. Do you tell the provident 
Sir William that you are perfectly ſatisfied 
With his wiſe choice, that you adore me, if 
vou think proper; (for I proteſt I will not 
take advantage of any thing you may ſay) 
only give him to underſtand I am not in 
fuch à hurry to bring matters to a conclu- 
fion as he ſeems to be, and gently hint, it 
would be indelicate to preſs me upon the 
fubje& of matrimony for the preſent.” - 


Henry did not much approve of the part 
Lady Sophia had allotted him ; he by no 
means 
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means intended, when he offered his ſervices 
to her Ladyſhip, to engage in a ſcheme to 
deceive his grandfather, the Earl, and Lady 
Oakley, which was contraty to his nature, 
and repugnant to his principles; ſtill, if her 
Ladyſhip only wiſhed to avoid offending 
her father and mother, there could be no 
harm in his giving into her plan; at all 
events, ſhould matters turn out contrary to 
his expectations, he could certainly excul- 
pate himſelf in his grandfather s eyes, by re- 
lating exactly what had paſſed between him 
and Lady Sophia; beſides, a few weeks 
might make a ſtrange alteration in his proſ- 
pects; and ſhould his grandfather prove 
refractory, he could but leave England at | 
once, and devote the reſt of his life to the 
Grand Monarque and his Joſephine. 


During theſe reflections he remained filent, 
which her Ladyſhip obſerved, and aſked 
him if he had any ſerious objection to F 
che lover. . | 


«Tam 
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I am rather fearful, Lady Sophia, I ſhall 
prove an awkward difſembler ; I wiſh very 
much to oblige you, ſtill, rather than you 
| ſhould run any riſk upon my account, or 
endeavour to deceive Lord and Lady Oak- 
ley to ſcreen me from Sir William's anger, 
I will take upon myſelf to free you from all 
apprehenſions of ever becoming my wife; 
ſtill, if you rather wiſh to take upon your- 
ſell the part of putting an end to the hopes 
your family and my grandfather now enter- 
tain, I am very willing to ſubmit to your 
directions: Sir William will certainly not 
queſtion me as to what has paſſed between 
us, and if it will oblige you, I will allow him 
to ſuppoſe we have entered upon the neceſ- 
fary preliminaries of courtſhip.” 
That is all I require, Mr. Cleveland; 
your objections and kind offers have convin- 
oed me of the goodneſs of your heart, and 


you will really do me a moſt effential ſervice 


if you would for the preſent ſubmit to my 
caprice; .I will be very honeſt with you. 
Had I had to deal with fuch a man as your 

ns 7 couſin, 
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couſifj, who would have made love to the 
moſt deformed, decripit, or deſpicable of 
our ſex, to obhge his grandfather, I ſhould 
have diſſembled my averſion, and affected to 
receive your's as I did his offers, though 
' I rieyer meant to have bore his name; 
your frankneſs excited me to aq equally 
openly, I am perfectly acquainted with 
Lord and Lady Oakley's temper; and know 
exactly how to make even the authority 
they exert ſubſervient to my wiſhes; and 
were you even to expoſe yourſelf to Sir Wil- 
liam's anger by acknowledging your diſlike 
of me, or rather of marriage, your generoſity 
would not ſecure me from blame, as your 
refuſal would be ſuppoſed to originate with 
poor me.“ 

« Your Ladyſhip has razed all my ſinus 
ples,” ſaid Henry, 1 will try to perform 
my part properly, and to ſhew a due degree 
of anxiety and impatience.“ 

« Your taſk will not be very difficult,” - 
faid Lady Sophia; © it 4s not the faſhion in 
| theſe degenerate days for gentlemen to be 


too 
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too attentive to their miſtreſles, particularly 
in caſes like our's, where authority is ſo 

ſhamefully exerted, merely to promote the 
intereſt of one party, and to gratify the am- 


bition of the other. Sir William may ſtyle 
his having obliged my father in a pecuniary 


way, only to obtain his own ends; genero- 
ſity and Lord Oakley may attribute his for- 
cing his daughter's inclinations upon the 
moſt tender point to gratitude, but I am 
ſo devoid of refinement, as to ſee the matter 
in a very different point of view; and I 
really think you ought to make a merit of 
your apparent ſubmiſſion to the old Baro- 
net's will, and give the world in general to 
underſtand you mean to ſwallow the bitter 
pill with a tolerable grace. If I could with 

propriety be more explicit, believe me 1 


would, but you know eur ſex are fond of 


implicit obedience in your's; therefore, as 
you hope for ſucceſs in your own amours, 
and in the name of the Paragon (for ſuch 
ſhe doubtleſs is you adore) ſuffer yourſelf to 
be totally guided by-me in this affair.“ 

601 | 7; The 
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The ſound of footſteps approaching to- 
wards the door, only allowed Henyy time to 


renew his promiſe, when Sir William appear- 


ed with Mr. Manſel and Lady Almeria. 
As the ſuppoſed lovers ſeemed perfectly ſatis- 
fied with. each other, and Lady Sophia 


mixed in the genera] converſation with the 


utmoſt gaiety, the Baronet was quite de- 
lighted, and already ſaw Henry in imagina- 
tion Earl of Oakley. 


As ſoon as tea was over, the gueſts took 


their leave; and Henry, wiſhing to oblige 
Lady Sophia, attended her to the door, and 
handed her into the carriage, and before it 
drove off, promiſed to call in Portland 
Place to inquire after her health the next 
day. 


Sir William, who now thought every diffi- 
culty overcome, was 1n excellent ſpirits all 
the evening, ſaid but little in Lady Sophia's 


praiſe, not wiſhing to appear officious, hut 


VOL. II. G paid 


| 


222 MYSTERIOUS WIFE. _. 


paid Henry a vaſt many oblique * 
ments upon his prudence, good ſenſe, &c. 
and retired to bed the happieſt of mortals. 


CHAP. VIII. 


ä Fon two days Sir William exerted him- 
ſelf with the moſt indefatigable zea! to for- 


5 ward his favourite plan, pointed out ſeveral 


times to Henry the danger attending pro- 
_ Traſtination, hinted the poſſibility of a rival, 
then mentioned the Peerage, and expatiated 
upon the gifts he meant to make him as ſoon 
as every thing was concluded; but as Henry 
ſeldom affected to underſtand him, he at 
122 * d 
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laſt determined to allow matters to take 


their own courle. 


The very morning he had come to. this 
reſolution, which, to Henry's great aſtoniſh- 
ment, and ſtill greater relief, he kept during 
breakfaſt, a gentleman ſent in word he wiſhed - 
to ſee Sir William Cleveland upon buſineſs 
of importance. 


« And pray who is this gentleman?” ſaid 
the Baronet, addreſſing the ſervant. 

« ] inquired his name, Sir,” ſaid the ſer- 
vant, „but he ſaid, it was of no conſe- 
quence, you were certainly not acquainted 
with it.“ 

« How tireſome,” aid the Baronet, — 
tiſhly, © every body thinks their own buſi- 


neſs of importance becauſe it concerns them- 


ſelves. Tell the gentleman I am going out. 


I don't know why I ſhould receive viſitors I 
am unacquainted with ; but, as there is no 


knowing whom he comes from, why you may 
8 7 | _ thew 
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ſhew him into the library,” following the 
| ſervant down ſtairs. | 


| Henry, OY did not wiſh to be preſent, 
was going to his own dreſſing-room; 
but Sir William faid, in a friendly. tone, 
« Do* accompany me down, Harry ; this 
viſitor, "if he has any politeneſs, will not 
ſtay long after the intimation I have defired 


Harvey to give him.” 


"Thus entreated, Henry could not refuſe. 
They had ſcarcely entered the library before 
a gentleman made his appearance at the op- 

polite door, who ſeemed about fifty, a large 
' ſcar acroſs his forehead, and a cockade in the 
hat he held in his hand denoted his proteſ- 
ſion. He bowed very politely to Sir Wil- 
' - ham, and then turning to Henry, fixed his 
eyes ſo anxiouſly and fo long upon his face 
before he paid him a fimilar compliment, 
| that the latter was tempted to accuſe him 
of rudeneſs. He then turned to the Baro- 


net, and faid, «I have many apologies to 
| make, 


OY * Z 
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make, Sir William, for thus introducing my- 
ſelf to your notice; I underſtand, from 
your ſervant, you are going out, and as I 
have many things to ſay in which you are 
very particularly concerned, I may poflibly 
take up more of your time than may be at 
preſent convenient, in that caſe allow me 


to appoint ſome other time, and I will do 


myſelf the honour of calling again, for the 
appearance of that young gentleman has 
removed all the doubts which in 1 lome mea- 
ſure occaſioned my viſit,” 28 
Sir William's curioſity was infinitely too 
much raiſed to allow the ſtranger to depart 
without a further explanation; beſides, he 
had diſcovered a very handſome chariot in 
waiting in the court yard, he therefore en- 
treated the gentleman to be ſeated; he cer- 
tainly was going out, but was in no ſort of 
hurry, and he always made pleaſure ſub- 
ſervient to buſineſs, therefore begged to 
know what had procured him the honour 
of this vifit. 


G 3 | As 
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As ſoon as they were all ſeated, the ſtranger 
began as follows :—< My name is Jarvis, 


Sir William, I ſerved in 1 regiment 
of foot during the laſt war.” 

Colonel Jarvis, I preſume,” faid Sir 
William, interrupting him. 


The very lame, Sir William,“ was the 
anſwer. 

Pray proceed, Colonel, I beg pardon 
for my interruption,” ſaid the Baronet. 

«I will be very brief, Sir William. Till 
within theſe few minutes I had every reaſon 
to believe you had been impoſed upon, I 

mean in reſpect to your grandſon, the young 
_ gentleman now preſent (again looking at 
Henry, whoſe colour was conſiderably 
heightened, while his countenance expreſſed 
the ſtrongeſt marks of aſtoniſhment). You 
are the counterpart of your father, Mr. 
Cleveland; (the Colonel continued) all my 
doubts vaniſhed, as I before ſaid, the mo- 
ment 1 beheld you, for I was intimately ac- 
quainted with Colonel Cleveland. What 
firſt led me to queſtion your identity was, 

my 
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my having been (for ſiniſter motives I now 
perceive) aſſured of your death many years 
ago. Pray look at thoſe two pictures, pre- 
ſenting Henry while he ſpoke, with two 
ſmall chagreen caſes, which he opened me- 


chanically, hardly knowing what he as - 


about; but having caſt his eyes upon the 
firſt, he exclaimed, This was certainly 
done for my father, I think I can trace my 
own reſemblance in his features.” . 
« You have gueſſed very right, Sir,” ſaic 
the Colonel; the other is the portrait of 
your mother.” * i, — 8 


11 


A thouſand painful recollections ruſhed 
upon Sir William's mind, while Henry, who 
was too. much occupied in examining the 
pictures to attend to either the Colonel or 
his grandfather, ſaid, © Theſe are treaſures, 
indeed!“ A manly tear rolled down cl 
cheek as he ſpoke. 

I have always eſteemed them as ſuch, - 
Mr. Cleveland,” ſaid the Colonel; (ſtill ad- 
dreſſing Henry) they were put into my 
G64 hands 
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bands to deliver to you, but have remained, 
in my poſſeſſion from my being, as 1 hes. 
informed you, convinced you were no 
more. 

Sir. William, who had . recovered 
% from the ſhock and confuſion Colonel 
Jarvis s ſpeeches had occaſioned, now ſaid, 
00 Pray what does all this mean, Colonel?“ 
a That I have ſuffered myſelf to be egre- 


| | giouſly impoſed upon, Sir William,” faid 


the Colonel, „and how I ſhall ever be able 
to exculpate myſelf in either your's or your = 
grandſon” s eyes, I cannot pretend to ſay, for 
I ſhall never be able to acquit myſelf to my 
own conſcience. Town talk and the 
newſpapers informed me that an heir to your 
title and eſtates bad juſt made bis appear- 
ance in the beau. monde, who was reputed to 
be the fon of Colonel Cleveland, though no 
one knew where he came from, or where he 
had been brought up, nor can that any lon- 
ger concern me, though I fear I have much 
to reproach myſelf with on the ſcore of neg- 
15 1 as I am perfectly convinced the 
young 
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young gentleman before me is the ſon of 
my much: to- be- lamented friend; but I 
really thought, Sir William, you had ſuffered 
yourſelf to be impoſed upon by ſome needy 
ſharper, who had taken advantage of the 
inquiries I preſumed you had cauſed to be 
made for the grandſon ] have ſo long thought 
dead. I have been told Mr. Cleveland was 
educated abroad, and you, no doubt, had 
very good reaſons, Sir William, for keeping 
your relationfhip ſo long a ſecret ; for I un- 
derſtand, during the late Mr. Cleveland's lite 
time, 'no one ppm you had another 
grandſon living.” | 


This was a reproach the Baronet could 
not bear very patiently. —4 Really, Colonel, 
I am till at a loſs to account for your beha- 
viour even towards my grandſon,” ſaid Sir 
William, in a piqued tone; “ you were en- 
truſted with thoſe pictures, which have 
hitherto remained in your poſſeſſion, you have 
been told (though God knows by whom) he 
was dead, though I cannot fee what end ſuch 
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— 


a falſity was to anſwer, and now you ſay you | 


TY came to ſee me becauſe you thought I was 


impoſed upon, when it ſhould appear, from 
your account, you have been the dupe 1 in- 
ſtead of myſelf . 
There is very great truth in all you ſay, 
Sir William,“ ſaid the Colonel, „1 have 
certainly been the dupe of, I fear, a deſign- 
ing villain ; of this you will be a better judge 
than myſelf in a very few minutes. I was 
in habits of intimacy with your brave ſon 
before he went to America, and then had 
the honour of ſerving under his command. 
I fought by his fide on the day he received 
his mortal wound, and ſtill carry marks, as 
you perceive (pointing to his forehead) of 
that day's victory. We were ſupported to 
the ſame tent; and during the few hours he 
ſurvived the battle, the Colonel informed 
me how he had ſettled his worldly affairs, 
that he had named me and his brother- in- 
law, Weſthorpe, joint executors in his will, 
and where I ſhould find every thing of value 


1 — the only pang he felt in his 
laſt 


— 
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laſt moments was, for his infant ſon, whom 
he recommended with his laſt breath to may. 
protection. 


The Baronet ſighed deeply, and fell back 
in his chair. Henry, exceffively alarmed, 
jumped up and ran to his aſſiſtance, entreat- 
ing the Colonel would ring the bell; but 
Sir William waved his hand to prevent him, 
and ſoon ſaid he found himſelf better: then 
turning to the Colonel, ſaid, Pray proceed, | 
Sir, I am exceſſively intereſted in your nar- 
rative. Did my ſon never mention his now 
penitent father.” S 

« Very frequently, s Sir William, and with 
the utmoſt reſpect.” E.- 

« Oh! J was very much to blame,” Gaia KW, 
the Baronet, again ſighting ; * Do you think 
he forgave me in his laſt hg (= Co- 
lonel?“ ID 

„J am certain he did, Sir William, for” 
he entreated me the moment I returned to 
England to ſolicit your protection in favour 
of his orphan ſon.” 

6 6 66 Aud 
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And pray, Colonel, how came you not 
to comply with his requeſt?“ { 
That I ſhall very eaſily explain, Sir 

William, though I am conſcious I have 
exceſſively to blame. I wrote to my brother 
executor, as ſoon as I was ſufficiently re- 
covered to hold my pen, to inform him of 
Colonel Cleveland's death, and ſoon after 
tranſmitted every thing the Colonel had left 
behind him in America to Great-Britain 
and as I was but in a very indifferent ſtate 
of health, and had been ordered to try Liſ- 
bon by the phyſician who attended me, I 
gave up my truſt wholly to Mr. Weſthorpe, 
with whom, however, I correſponded regu- 
larly for the ſpace of three years. At the 
end of- which time, I was informed by him 
(indeed 1 have now. his letter by me) that 
the child having caught the {mall-pox in 
the natural way, had fallen a martyr to that 
dreadful diſorder.” . p 

„ Execrable villain | ” ſaid the . 
but what did he hope to gain by propa- 
gating ſuch an abomninable falſity ?”” 

| = | _ * Immediate 
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eImmediate poſſeſſion of all that Colonel 

Cleveland left behind -him, Sir William,“ 
ſaid the Colonel; he was named as next | 
heir in the will? 3 

« And he ſhall yet feel the weight of my 
vengeance, ſaid the Baronet, haſtily. 

« I wiſh with all my ſoul, Sir William,” 
ſaid the Colonel, © you may be able to put 
your threats into execution; for if any man 
deſerves puniſhment, I think I may fay Mr. 
Weſthorpe does the moſt exemplary our. 
laws can inflict : his reaſons for leaving 
England require no farther elucidation. I 
wrote to him, upon my return to England, 
about five years after Colonel Cleveland's 
death, but not receiving any anſwer to my 
letter, I went to Lincoln to make inquiries 
concerning him, and was informed he was 
gone abroad. I had, as I before obſerved, 
given up every thing to him, except thoſe 
two pictures, which I retained in my poſſeſ- 
ſion, thinking they would appear of little 
value to a baby, and might be ſafer in mine 
than in ſuch an infant's hands; ; and upon 

W 
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hearing of his death, I determined never 
to part with them; and as I had nothing 

more to do with Mr. Weſthorpe, I ceaſed 
making any, farther inquiries concerning 
him, and never entertained a doubt of my 


| | friend's ſon's death till within this laſt fort- 


night, and then J poſitively thought you 
muſt have been the perſon impoſed upon, 
Sir William; but I fincerely blame myſelf 
for not being more minute in my inquiries 
at Lincoln, it certainly was being guilty of 
a very unpardonable negligence.” 

« have been infinitely more to blame 
than you, Colonel,” faid Sir William, 
* though I cannot entirely acquit you, as a 
few inquiries at Lincoln would have con- 
vinced you into what vile hands you had de- 
legated the facred truſt repoſed in you ; 
but, by heaven! coſt what it will, the au- 
thor of my dear boy's ſufferingz ſhall not 
- eſcape unpuniſhed.“ 

* Surely, Sir William,” ſaid the Colonel, 
haſtily, Mr. Cleveland was not a material 
_ fufferer through his uncle's baſeneſs. 


* 
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Sir William felt confuſed in the midſt of 
his rage, and could not avoid reflecting 


he deſerved ſome ſhare in Mr. Weſthorpe s 
puniſhment, as he had certainly, by his want 


of feeling, participated 1 in his guilt. 


The Colonel found he had touched a ten- 
der chord, and unwilling to wound the Baro- 
net by a repetition of his queſtion, looked at 
Henry for an explanation, who ſaid, I am 
totally ignorant of what my uncle received 
upon my account, Colonel; I only know he 
never lived in a manner that led me to ſup- 
poſe him in poſſeſſion of any conſiderable in- 
come, and has often told me a few hundred 
on was all I had to 5 when þ became 
of age.” | 

After the barefaced manner in which 
he ſo ſucceſsfully impoſed upon me, Sir, 
{aid the Colonel, I conclude him capable 
of any thing ; but, to my certain knowledge, 
he ought to have accounted to you for be- 


tween ten and twelve thouſand pounds, 
which, 
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which, by proper management, by this tune 
would have been a handſome fortune.” 
„Oh! the raſcal,” ſaid the Baronet, „I 
ſhall not enjoy a moment's peace till I am 
revenged; no puniſhment the law can in- 
flict is any wiſe adequate to his numerous 
crimes.” | 
He certainly does not 8 the Bun 
he has thus embezzled,” ſaid Henry, © for 
his family ſcarcely enjoy the common neceſ- 
faries of life, though St. Omers is a very 
cheap place, and he has been a conſtant reſi- 
ſident there ever fince he left England.“ | 
He has always been fearful of creating 
ſuſpicion, I ſhould preſume,” ſaid the 
Colonel, or of having his name mentioned 
out of the vicinity of the town he inhabits.” 


| Henry entered into ſeveral details concern- 
ing his infancy, during which Sir William fat 
meditating plans of vengeance againſt the 
culprit, and at laſt haſtily * exclaimed, 
4 Henry, your moſt mtimate friend, the 
| Marquis 
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Marquis D'Orcy, is now at St. Omers, I will 
write to him, and you ſhall ſecond my re- 


queſt. I will alſo wait upon the ſecretary . 


of ſtate for foreign affairs, and entreat he 
would write to our ambaſſador at Paris ; 
therefore, if the Marquis D'Orcy exerts his 
intereſt in our fayour, I think we ſhall have 
this execrable villain given up, or, at all 
events, he will be tried before a French tri- 


bunal ; and if he is but ſent to tug at the , 


oar on board their galleys, as Clutterbuck 
was, I ſhall be fatisfied, though breaking | 
upon the wheel is what he deſerves.” | 


Henry knew it would be in vain to at- 
tempt to diſſuade his grandfather from ex- 
erting every nerve to puniſh the truly guilty 
Weſthorpe, though he ſincerely wiſhed he 
would only leave him to the ſtings of a 
guilty conſcience; determined, however, 
to fave the wretched being from public 
| ſhame and ignominy, and allow him time 
to eſcape, he left the room for a few minutes, 


_ and 
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and hurrying into his own, wrote as fol- 
lows:— 


TO MR. WESTHORPE, ST. OMERS. 
CW. 7 - 
Colonel Jarvis is now in my grand- 
father's houſe, and, in conjunction with Sir 
William Cleveland, means to apply, through 
the medium of our ambaſſador, to the 


French court, to obtain a warraat to ſecure 
your perſon. Notwithſtanding all 1 have 


*D heard, I ſtill remember you were my mother's 


brother, and ſhall therefore leave you to act 
as you think moſt e for your own 


ſafety. 
cc H. on” 


Having ſealed and directed this epiſtle, 
he incloſed it in a cover, in which he wrote 
three lines to the Chevalier Macharty, to 
aſſure him he would be more explicit by 
the poſt, and only to entreat he would ſend 


the incloſed immediately to Mr. Weſthorpe, 
whom 


— 
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whom it materially concerned. This he 
gave to his valet, with orders to diſpatch it 
expreſs immediately, giving him a caution 
at the ſame time not to mention it among 
his fellow ſervants, fearful his having ſent a a 
letter to St. Omers might reach his grand- 
father's ears, who might take umbrage at 
his doing ſuch a thing juſt then, particularly 
if he thought he meant to afford Mr. Weſ⸗ 
thorpe an opportunity of making his eſcape. 
He had not told his grandfather the Mar- 
quis had left St. Omers, nor did he mean to 
mention it now, as the expreſs he preſumed 
his grandfather meant to ſend would thus at 
leaſt be delayed for a few hours; and as he 
ſhould write to the Marquis by the ſame 
conveyance, he intended to entreat his 
friend would allow the unfortunate culprit 
full time to reach the empire. 


Hie now returned into the Ubruy The ä 
Colonel ftajd dinner, and both him and Sir 
William were determined to exert all their 
power to bring Mr. Weſthorpe to juſtice. 

FINE 


bl 
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me! Henry affected to give into all their plans, 
and was not ſorry in ſome reſpects, as this 
unforeſeen event diverted Sir William's at- 


tention from his hitherto proves topic, 


namely, his intended aner. 


Henry had wrote an exact account of 
what had paſſed between him and Lady 
Sophia Courtenay to his Joſephine and the 

Marquis, and ſtated his reaſons for giving 
into that young lady's plan; had alſo ex- 
preſſed his thanks in the moſt delicate man- 
ner for the farther proofs he had received of 
| his wife's love, and had recapitulated every 
material occurrence which had taken place 
| fince he became an- inhabitant of Great- 
Britain; concluding, by entreating . ſhe 
would ſuffer him publickly to aſſume the 
title he moſt gloried in, which would at once 
put an end to all his perplexities, and to all 
his grandfather's ambitious views, which, 
were he at full liberty to purſue, he ſhould 


ſedulouſiy avoid a connexion with Lady 
| Sophia 
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Sophia Courtenay. He was equally candid 
with the Marquis, and promiſed to take up 
his reſidence at the Hotel D'Orcy, if he 
found it expedient to leave England. Ke 


CHAP. IX. 


| TI next day, all Sir William's threats 
| were put into execution; an expreſs was 
ſent off to the Britiſh Ambaſſador, and 
another to the Marquis D'Orcy, to whom 
Henry mentioned the miſerable Weſthorpe 
in terms of the ſincereſt compaſſion, and 
entreated, if his caution had proved fruitleſs, 
11 he 
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he would prevent him from falling a victim 
to Sir William's revenge; who looked upon 
the puniſhment he wiſhed to inflict upon 
the unhappy finner as a ſort of compenſa- 
tion for his treatment of the Colonel, and 
late abſolute neglect of his now idolized 
grandſon. 


Near a fortnight elapſed before they re- 
ceived any news from France,—no time ever 
hung ſo heavy upon Sir William's hands; 
at laſt a meſſage arrived from the Secretary 
of State's office, to inform the Baronet that 
- the French court had very readily agreed (at 
the requeſt of the Engliſh Ambaſſador, who 
was very ably ſeconded by ſome of the firſt 
nobility in the kingdom) to grant an order to 
ſecure Mr. Weſthorpe's perſon, which had 
been ſent by a detachment of the Mare- 
chauſſce to St. Omers ; but it arrived too 
late, as the whole family had quitted that 
town threedays before. Theofficer who com- 
manded the archers ſent to arreſt him, had 


traced fm into the empire, but there his 
uon) 


— 
=. 
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*** ceaſed, and he was conſequently 
obliged to return to Paris without having 
been able to gain any farther intelligence. 
The Baronet was highly provoked to find 
all his plans of vengeance thus fruſtrated, 
and determined to make a ſecond applica» 
tion to the Court of Vienna. | 


This Henry ventured to remonſtrate 
againſt, ſaying, it was yery poſſible Mr. 
Weſthorpe might have fled to Holland, or 

to ſome of the ſtates of the German Princes, 
it would therefore prove an endleſs job to 

endeavour to arreſt him in his flight, and he 
was certainly ſufficiently puniſhed. 


This the Baronet by no means agreed to; 

he ought to have been made an example of; 

it was ſuch villains eſcaping from juſtice en- 
couraged others to follow their example. 

All that aſtoniſhed him was, how Mr. Wel- 
thorpe could have had ſuch tumely notice of, -< 
his intentions. 


Y 


His 
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His flight was very likely a precancerted 
plan, Henry faid ; and though it fo 1 imme- 
diately preceded the arrival of the Mare- 
chauſſee at St. Omers, might not be at all 
owing to his dread of ſuch an event; he 
muſt certainly have lived in conſtant fear 
ſince Henry's return to England, and his 
removal was the mere reſult of a guilty con- 


ſcience. 


This might be, the Baronet ſaid, ſtill it 
was very extraordinary. Howev er, as he 
began to loſe all hopes of puniſhing the cul- 
Prit, he gave up the thoughts of any farther 


application. 


Next day a letter arrived from the Mar- 
quis D'Orcy, which confirmed the intelli- 
gence of the preceding day, and in which 
he expreſſed his regret it had not been in 
his power to ſucceed in this affair more to 


his wiſhes; ſtill, he thought Mr. Weſ⸗ 
thorpe's removal muſt ultimately prove a 


| very great puniſhment to him.—This idea 
rather 
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rather conſoled the Baronet; and by way 
of expreſſing his gratitude to the Marquis 
for this and former favours, he ſent bim over 
a moſt beautiful dapple-gray charper ; one ; 

of Sir William's own grooms was ſeat with 
him, and was the bearer of letters: from 
the Baronet and Henry, —The- Marquis 


had wrote to the former by the ſamę poſt 


he had to Sir William; and, after congratu- 
lating him upon Weſthorpe's eſcape, which 
he aſſured him he had allowed him ſufficient 
time to effect, and had even ſent a further 


caution to the Chevalier Macharty, in cafe 


the one Henry had ſent had not reached 
him, he rallied him about his ameurs com- 
mended Lady Sophia's ſpirit, though he 
proteſted he was at a loſs to gueſs haw-fhe 
meant to extricate them both from the ma- 
trimonial plan preconcerted between Lord 
Oakley and Sir William; if ſhe ſucceeded 
without incurring the anger of either party 


he ſhould pronounce her a female Machiavel . - : 


at contrivance ; andcondluded bj. promebny 
vol, 11. * 8 


— 
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to forward immediately the next letter which 

came to © hund ad you PR; 

— 5 1 4 1 
Tbe Baronet 8 Wee ſoon n verted 

into the old channel; and by the firſt 


week in December, he began to expreſs hopes 


8 that 'Henry had-now made ſome progreſs in 


Lady Sophia's affe&tion.—The pretended 


courtſhip ſtill continued, and Henry's viſits 


in Portland Place were become more fre- 
- quent by her:Ladyſhip's deſire; and though 


Henry by no means enjoyed the part he was 
thus in a manner, from his own promiſe, 
compelled to act, ſtill he found he muſt 
either keep up the farce; or overturn all Lady 
Sophit's plans, and make her PR miſer- 
able en ite, 4.03 A0 . 


Ab the upbdſed an were often tete- d- 
tete, Henry frequently preſſed her Ladyſhip 
to bring matters to as ſpeedy a concluſion as 


poſſible. She always affured him ſhe was 
as anxious upon that ſcore as he could be, 

that every thing went on exactly as ſhe could 

5 „ | wiſh, 


1 ni a. 


a”. 


> p am an i aw Hoo © 
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with, and before Chriſtmas, ſhe boped ſne 
1 be able to raze uy difficulty. 


* 


During this interval he die another 
letter from bis Joſephine, who, like the 


Marquis, was very much puzzled to pene- 


trate into Lady Sophia's deſign; and pro- 
teſted ſhe re. ther wondered the ſhould find 
any difficulty in complying with her father's 
wiſhes, wlien he ordered her to beſtow her 
affection upon the preſent Mr. Cleveland ;— 
though ſhe acknowledged ber ſex were ſub- 
ject to caprice, and ach arbitrary proceed- 
ings as Lord Oakley's and the Baronet's were 
very revolting to a delicate mind. At all 
events, ſituated as Henry was, he could 
not avoid giving into- her plan; affured 
him ſhe had laughed very. heartily at 
their love ſcene; and concluded, by en- 
treating him to invoke the aſſiſtance - of 

patience for a ſhort time longer, as it was 
totally out of her power to acknowledge 
their marriage at preſent; and, with this diſ- 
tant 2 of bliſs, he was obliged to reſt 
| H 2 fatisfied ; 
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ſatisfied ;—though he could not help com- 
plaining to the Marquis of the myſtery. his 
Joſephine ſtill preſerved with reſpect to her 
abode, name, and family, which certainly 
implied ſtrange doubts of his honour. 


Letters paſſed daily. between Sir William 
and Lord Oakley; and Henry eaſily gueſſed 
_ their contents, and more than ever wiſhed 
Lady Sophia would allow him to relinquiſh 
a part he was become exceſſively aſhamed of. 


At laſt Sir William told Henry he had re- 


cCeived an invitation, in both their names, to 
ſpend their Chriſtmas at Oakley Caſtle, and 
preſumed he would have no objection to 
accompany him into the North. 


Henry reluctantly ſaid, « Certainly not ;” 
boping in his own mind Lady Sophia would 
prevent his being obliged to pay ſo diſagree- 
able a viſit. He waited upon her in the 
evening to inform her what had paſſed upon 
the ſubject between his grandfather and 


66 
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« 1 was perfectly acquainted with my fa- 
| ther's intentions,” faid ſhe; © I am informed 
of all his movements, and regulate my con- 
duct accordingly. 1 hope you ſeemed re- 
joiced at the idea of ſpending a few weeks 
under. the fame roof with me; certainly 
ſuch a notion muſt have exhilerated your 
ſpirits, pos as yet you have ated your N | 
very well. 
Henry ſmiled, and faid he had given 
his conſent with a very tolerable grace; 
« But really, Lady Sophia, (he continued) 
happy as I ſhould be to enjoy your ſociety. 
any where as a friend, I ſhall feel exceſſively 
awkward if you wiſh me to play the lover 
before the Earl and Lady Oakley.” _ 
* don't mean to put you to ſo ſevere a 
trial, my good friend,” ſaid the volatile 
Lady Sophia, „you muſt undertake this 
northern journey, notwithſtanding. Tou 
was exprefling a wiſh the other day to viſit 
Biſhop-Auckland, could not you prefail 
upon Sir Pertinax, Sir William I mean, to 
allow you to pay a ſhort viſit there en 


H 3  Pajant'; 


— — OS 9 
— 


— 


| 
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- paſſant; for I think if I could reach the 


old caſtle a few days before you and the 
Baronet, I ſhould be able to prepare every 
thing for your reception, and rid you at 


once of the title of lover. My admirer 
you muſt continue for the preſent, for 1 


think you ought to find yourſelf very much 
obliged to me. 1 have it all in my head, and 
the next time I fee you, I ſhalt be able to 
tell you more. I know it is in agitation 
to propoſe a "ne Th of your family and 


| ours. to perform this agreeable journey; 
now, as ſuch a plan would totally derange 
mine; pray try to diſſuade Sir William from 


ſuch a ſcheme; tell him it will be prolonging 
my father and mother's pleaſure for us to 
drop in one after the other. But I ſhall 
not give you my final inſtructions this even- 
ing; only remember, if you wiſh nie to 


ſucceed, you muſt act in concert with 
me. . 


— 


— 


Henry had gone too far to retract, had he 
been. fo inclined; but curioſity would now 
have 


( RR. ! 
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have ſpurred him on, independant of every | 
advantage Lady Sophia promiſed.” He 
therefore looked [forwards to his arrival at 


Oakley Caſtle with no ſmall degree of im- 


patience ; determined, if Lady Sophia did 
not keep her word with him, to open his 
mind at orice to his grandfather, inform 


him why he appeared to give into his way of 


thinking, and the objections he had to form- 


ing an alliance with the Oakley family, or 


any other for the preſent, and to return to 
France, if the Baronet was diſpleaſed with 
his frankneſs. He was agreeably ſurpriſed, 
upon his return to Cleveland Houſe, to find 


his friend Aſtley, who was juſt arrived. Lord 


Mowbray could not withſtand the joint 
ſolicitations of Sir William and his ſon's 
juvenile friend, to whom he was very fen- 


ſible he laid under conſiderable obligations. 


Mr. Aſtley was therefore come to ſpend a 


month or fix weeks at Cleveland Houſe, or 


wherever Sir William and his AR” mow 6 
the enſuing 2 | 


H 4 # Henry 


— 
132 
N 


Henry was particularly happy to ſee his 
Sbend. though he was fearful of putting 
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him into his confidence concerning Lady 
Sophia, whom Aſtley rallied him about 
eternally, as ſoon as he underſtood he was 
that Lady's admirer; and told him, in their 
tete· d tete, he was the moſt frigid lover he 
| ever beheld. Though he agreed he ſhould 
not approve of being in a manner forced 
into the arms of the moſt beautiful woman 
in the world, ſtill be law many amiable qua- 
| kties in Lady Sophia Courtenay; and par- 
ticularly admired her for her gaiety, which 
—_——— conſtitutional as bus own, bs 


S William was now exceedingly buſy in 
gements for their nem 


out on the eee at lateſt. Lady 
Almeria wiſhed very much to have been 
of the party; but one of her children was 
very ill, and the was ſo doatingly fond of her 
little family, ſhe could .not bear the idea of 
leaving one of them in ſuch a ſituation mexely 


to 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 1633 


to the care of a nurſe; © therefore, if the 
child did not mend very rapidly, ſhe deter- 
mined to remain in London. 


On the twelfth, the Manſels dined at 
Cleveland Houſe ; and during the evening, 
every one offered their opinion concerning 
the method of performing. the intended 
journey. Sir William, who was particularly 
anxious to engage Lady Almeria to accom- 
pany them, hoping, through her means, to 
be able to conclude every thing during this 
viſit, offered to wait her leiſure, and entreat- 
ed her to allow her ſick child and the reſt of 
her little family to be removed to Cleveland 
Houſe during her abſence ;—-change of ait 


might be of ſervice to them all, and her 


nurſes would be more attentive to their re- 
ſpective charges among other N ſer⸗ 
vants. - * 


Lady Sophia declared ſuch a kind pro- 
poſal ought to raze all her fifter's objections; 
and 8 ſhe thought, if ſhe ſet out with her 


H-5:-. : maid - - 
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maid on the ſixteenth, ſhe ſhould have an 
opportunity of ſpending a couple of nights 
at her uncle, Lord Willsford's, who was ex- 
pected, with his family, to join the party at 
Oakley Caſtle, and who had expreſſed a wiſh 
ſhe would call at his houſe on her return 
home;—and as two women travelling alone 
was rather awkward, if Mr. Cleveland had 
no objection, he and Mr. Aſtley could eſcort 
her thus far on her journey : and then, as.ſhe 
had often heard the former expreſs a deſire to 
viſit his friend Mr. Parker, whoſe houſe 
laid in his road, he might proceed thither 

with his friend, pay that worthy couple a 
' ſhort viſit before he went forwards to the 
Caftle, which he would moſt probably reach 
as ſoon as ſhe ſhould ; becauſe Lord Wills- 
ford's infirmities would prevent him from 
travelling very faſt. By this means Lady 

Almeria might ſpend four or five days, more 
with her children, and would have Sir Wil- 
am and Mr. Manſel to attend her down; 

| they need not ſpend above a couple of nights 
on the way, and would be in very good'time 
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if they arrived at the Caſtle on Chriſtmas 
eve. 1s. By Ta 511 | aft; * 
8o judicious a plan, as Sir William termed 
it, met with general approbation. Henry 
proteſted her Ladyſnip had aſſigned him 
and his friend a moſt enviable poſt, and felt 
himſelf particularly honoured by her invita- 

on. Sir William was delighted with his 
gallantry, and enlarged upon the compli- 
ments he paid Lady Sophia, whom Henry 
ſuppoſed had ſome meaning in their arrange- 
ments; indeed ſhe had given him to under- 
ſtand as much by her looks while ſhe was 
ſpeaking ; and it was finally ſettled the 
whole Parry ſhould conform to her wiſhes. 


During the four ſucceeding days, FA 
Baronet hinted to Henry ſeveral times his 
wiſhes, that the ceremony (for he preſumed 
matters were drawing to a ſerious concluſion « 
between the lovers) ſhould take place during 
their abode at the Caftle. Lady Oakley and 
Lady Almeria would be able to make all 
Hs ᷣ Lady 
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Lady Sophia's ſcruples vaniſh ; and, as 
they were upon the eve of a general elec- 
tion, and Lord Oakley, who had great in- 
fluence in Northumberland, meant, as ſoon 
as he became his ſon-in-law, to propoſe 
him to repreſent the county in the enſuing 
parliament, — his appearing among the free- 
holders as a bridegroom, and giving a few 
dinners upon ſo joyful an occaſion, would 
greatly facilitate the matter. | 


Henry was very much perplexed : Sir 
William ſpoke too plain to allow him, as 
uſual, to affect not to underſtand him; his 
only reſource therefore was, to aſſure him 
he ſhould be totally guided by Lady Sophia's 
wiſhes, who certainly ought to be allowed to 
judge for herſelf upon fo important an occa- 
fion. This was, literally ſpeaking, the truth; 
though his ſpeech admitted of two interpre- 
tations. The Baronet choſe the moſt favour- 
able one, and foreſaw all his ambitious hopes 
would ſoon be realized. 


"ET 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 


HxNR took an early opportunity of 
calling in Portland Place, and was, as uſual, 
favoured with a. private audience by Lady 
Sophia. | 


« Now don't be too IG my im- 
patient lover,“ ſhe faid, before he had 
time to aſk her any queſtions, matters 
are drawing to a criſis; and as a great 
judgment will be required to bring every 
body into our way of thinking, I muſt be 
mV a guided by circumſtances. This 


uncle 


W 
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uncle, whom I have obtained leave to viſit, 
is my mother's brother; and though he 
has got a ſon and heir, and two daughters 
who have been marriageable theſe ten years, 
full often takes upon him to interfere in our 
domeſtic concerns, and I believe he is more 
attached to me than to any of his own 
children - hich is not much to be wondered 
at, for, like himſelf, they are very great 
oddities. The ſon, Lord Irvan, is a very 
great patriot, ſtorms and raves in the Houſe 
of Commons for the rights of the people; 
and his manners are perfectly adapted to 
his principles. Nature certainly intended 
him for the chief orator of a ſpouting-club 
in a country ale-houſe : he affects to defpiſe 
 drefs,—is therefore a complete floven ; would 
look upon it beneath a man of his ſublime 
talents to enter a room like a gentleman; 
and particularly affects to deſpiſe our tex, 
and has poſitively declared he never intends 
to marry—ſo high does he prize that liberty 
he is always contending for: Now, if he 


reſembled you in point of figure, Mr. 
ag : Cleveland, 
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Cleveland, the world would be more apt tofor- 
give him all theſe ridiculous airs; but figure 
to yourſelf a tall, uncouth, raw-boned, hard- 
featured young man, between ſeven and 
eight and twenty; dreſſed, not with the ſim- 
plicity of a Quaker, but in the exact reverſe _ 
of every reigning faſhion ; always in dirty 
boots, with uncombed hair, and unwaſhed | 
face ; and. then imagine how our fex muſt 
grieve at ſuch a brute's determination. 
His ſiſters were two faſhionable young wo- 
men, who (not having large fortunes, and 
poſſeſſing. none of thoſe accompliſhments 
likely to prove a ſource of happineſs in a 
union with ſei ſible men) have been generally 
overlooked by the males of quality, to their 
no ſmall aſtoniſhment, and very great mor- 
tification; and as they would both expire 
at the idea of marrying a commoner, they 
will moſt probably die old maids. Fraught 
with this opinion, Lady Caroline, the eldeſt, 
has commenced. belle e/prit, upon a very ſlen- 
der ſtock of materials requiſite for ſuch an un- 
Hiking; and now affects to ſit in judgment 
upon 
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5 upon every new production, and even has her 


literary correſpondents and acquaintance ; 
while Lady Lucy, now a profeſſed Metho- 


diſt, declaims with the utmoſt acrimony 


againſt the folly and levity of us poor erring 
mortals, and has ſubmitted her conduct 
totally to the guidance of an itinerant 
preacher of that ſect, now, by her aſſiſtance, 
eſtabliſhed near Wilsford Place. Such is 
the family I am going to viſit; and I aſſure 
you I expect great aſſiſtance from every 
branch of it. To my uncle, who is my 
_ godfather, I ſhall plead the truth, and en- 
treat he would interfere in our behalf with 
my mother; to Lord Irvan] ſhall complain 
of your being of the court party, that will 
make him your decided enemy, and induce 
him to overpower my father with ſuch a 
torrent of eloquence, that he muſt convince 
him of the impropriety of uniting his daugh- 
ter to a man in the miniſter's intereſt ;— 
and who knows, out of compaſſion, he may 
be induced, by way of a compromiſe, to 
121 | | break 
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break through the reſolution he has formed, 
and to offer himſelf in your ſtead.” 
The Earl certainly could not reſiſt fuch 
a temptation, and your Ladyſhip,” faid 
Henry, highly amuſed by her volubility, 
and beginning to fancy he faw through. her 
plan, would hace no objection to ex- 
change the name of Courtenay for that of 
Irvan; you would os model the ages 
patriot to your min 
I have not that ambition,” ſaid 15 
Sophia, laughing ; © were I ſo inclined, you 
might truly ſay I paid you a very indifferent 
compliment; but I think, when you have 
| ſeen Lord Viſcount Iryan, you will acquit 
me of any with to make ſuch an illuſtrious 
conqueſt, But I have not told you how 
mean to intereſt my female couſins in my 
cauſe, though I think they will prove excel- 
lent auxytaries upon the occaſion. I ſhall 
tell Lady Caroline you defpile a learned 
woman, particularly if ſhe has any preten- 
' fions to fame ;—this will inſtantly ſtamp 
you an Uliterate being in her eyes : though I. 
don't 
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don't know whether ſhe may not endeavour 
to induce you to alter your opinion, for the 
is ſtill bent upon conqueſt; and, to make 
you wear her chains, would greatly add to 
her pride: nay, I cannot ſay whether ſhe 
might not overlook your want of a title, 
if you ſued very humbly for her favour. 
How far you may be inclined to carry your 
condeſcenſion, you will be a better judge 
after you have ſeen her; 1 ſhall only ſay, 
ten years ago ſhe was not thought ugly. 
To Lady Lucy, I ſhall complain of your 
want of religion, which will certainly bring 
her over to my fide: of the queſtion; and as 
ſhe has rather adopted the ſtyle of her fa- 
vourite preacher, I think ſhe may frighten 
my father and mother into our meaſures, 
by denouneing future vengeance upon their 
heads, if they force me into the arms of a 
free thinker: beſides, I dare ſay ſhe will un- 
dertake your converſion, in hopes you will 
reward her with your hand for her trouble; 
and, indeed, if ſhe aſſiſts in freeing you from 
one wife, the leaſt you can do is to endea- 
s - your 
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vour to get her a huſband for her pains, if 
you are not inclined to take that part upon 
yourſelf. However, I foreſee; - with ſuch 
aſſiſtance, I thall be able to ſettle every 
thing to our mutual ſatisfaction before you 
arrive at Oakley Caſtle; only don't let the 
encomiums I have beſtowed upon Lady 
Caroline and Lady Lucy Villars induce you 
to haſten that period, for I ſhall not expect 
you before dinner on Chriſtmas eve. Sir 
William and the Manſels will not arrive be- 
fore that evening, for I am convinced Almeria 
will ſtay as long as poſſible in London.“ 
“ will be wholly guided by your ſuperior 
judgment, Lady Sophia,” ſaid Henry; *I 
think fo wiſe a plan, and with ſuch able ſup- 
porters, cannot fail of ſucceſs. There is but 


one thing may make the Earl of Oakley - 


heſitate, the pony I pretume, he melon 
on Sir William.“ 

Rather the e the Baronet PR 
MA him under,” ſaid Lady Sophia; „but I 
don't think even that obſtacle inſurmount- 
ble, x However, if I do but free you from your 

en.. 
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engagement, no matter by what means. [ 
hall have kept my promiſe, remember; and, 

as for the Earl, if he has entered into impru- 
dent arrangements, it is fit he ſhould ſuffer 


for his folly, without my becoming the ſacri- 


fice of his improvidence.” 


The conclufion of this laſt ſpeech rather 
hurt Henry; it diſplayed a want of feeling, 
and a degree of ſelfiſhneſs, which he did not 


think exiſted in the boſom of the fair 


ſpeaker: therefore, fearful to inquire too 


minutely into her intentions, left he ſhould 


be obliged toexpreſs diſapprobation, he faid, 
Pray, where does Lord Wilsford refide ? 1 
-did not chuſe to aſk the queſtion the other 
night, as I rather wiſhed your ſiſter and my 


grandfather ſhould ſuppoſe me perfectly ac- 


quainted with every. branch of your family. 
Lou acted very right, my good friend, 


and I will endeavour to make you amends 


for the conſtraint you have put upon your 
actions to oblige me. My good old uncle 
reſides at preſent at a ſeat he has within a 

* "tt | - mile 
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mile or two of the great north road, between 
Bugden and Alconbury Hill; and I dont 
think I ſhall treſpaſs ſo much upon your 
complaiſance, as to oblige you to fee me to 
his door; but as this muſt appear the reſo- 
lution of the moment, pray expect at leaſt to 
ſpend one night under his roof, as you would 
certainly wiſh to cultivate the eſteem of a 
parks you are ſoon to be ſo nearly related 


to.“ 


Henry now took his leave, perfectly ſatis- 
fied her Ladyſhip placed great dependance 

on Lord. Wilsford's mediation, and not 
without his ſuſpicions that her heart was in 
Lord Irvan's poſſeſſion; for his vanity, like 
her's, prompted him to ſuppoſe her in love, 
though ſhe had never given him ſuch a 
hint : ſtill, he could not help thinking her 
diſlike of her couſin was merely affected; 
he might be rather an odd character, and . 
perhaps, like himſelf, might not have the 
higheſt opinion of the preſent young women 
of faſhion. Lady Sophia moſt likely wiſhed 
| ; | "0 
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to excite his pity, in hopes of improving that 
ſentiment into a more tender paſſion ; he 
therefore reſolved to truſt every thing to 
her management, convinced he ſhould be 
fer to exculpate himſelf with a very toler- 


fail.” 


+ — 


Sir William's thoughts were all bent upon 


turning this excurſion to advantage: the 
young people ſeemed perfectly ſatisfied with 
each other; if they were not in love; their 
mutual ſentiments. ſeemed very favourable, 
and neither of them had hinted a with to 
have the intended match broke off; which 
he conſtrued into a proof of their reſoſution 


to conform to the deſires of their reſpective 


friends. Henry, whom he knew poſſeſſed a 
very independant ſpirit, had certainly ſeen 
how advantageous this marriage promiſed 
to prove; therefore he acted conform - 
ably to the dictates of prudence and am- 
bition, and he meant to reward him accord- 
ingly. As it would not have been proper 
LE GE, | Lady 


. 


eee if her em 8 ſcheme ſhould 
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Lady Sophia (only attended by her maid) 
ſhould travel in the ſame carriage with her 
lover and his friend, Sir Wi liam, eager to 
ingratiate himſelf into her Ladyſhip's fa- 
your, and to convince the world of the re- 
ſpect be felt for the elected bride of his 
favourite grandſon, inſiſted upon her Lady- 
ſhip's. making uſe of his poſt-chaiſe for her 
journey. She would moſt, probably proceed 
from Wilsford Houſe in her uncle's car- 
riage; ſtill his chaiſe would ſerve to convey 
her female attendant to Oakley Caſtle; and 
as he ſhould travel with Lady Almeria and 
Mr. Mantel, this arrangement could not put 
him to any inconvenience : thus, therefore, 
the matter was ſettled, as the Manſels made 
it a point never to object to any Propel: of 
the Baronet's. F 


On the evening preceding the young 

people's departure, the party all ſupped in 
Portland Place; and it was agreed that Henry 
and his friend ſhould ſleep the following 
night at Lord Wilsford's, and then proceed 


3 
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to Biſhop-Auckland. Sir William and the 
Manſel family were to join them on Chriſt- 
mas eve at Oakley Caſtle, and early in the 
new year the Baronet hoped to addreſs 
Lady Sophia by the name of Cleveland. 
This he gave her pretty plainly to under- 
ſtand during the courſe: of the evening, and 
ſhe, in her turn, declared, if her couſin, Lord 
Irvan, did not induce her to alter her reſolu- 
tion, ſhe could not tell how far her inclinations 
might coincide with his wiſhes. This Henry 
interpreted into a confirmation of his former 
ſuſpicions; while the Baronet aſſured her he 
' * ſhould take her at her word, as he hoped to 
meet with another advocate for the com- 
mon caule in Lord Irvan. 


Don't be too ſanguine, Sir William,“ 
faid Lady Almeria, „our couſin is ſo fond 
of oppoſition; he will certainly take the 
contrary fide of the queſtion, merely to diſ- 

play his abilities.” 
« Why he is for liberty of conſcience,” 
aid Lady Sophia, freedom of ſpeech, and 
5 often 
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often ſtands up for the nights, of our &x a as. 


Sf FF a 


Mr. Cleveland 7% | . _ 
« Far from it, my Lady ; io may 22 65 
ſuch principles too much 3 but I oa, 
ſay his intentions are very good.” hs 
« You are right to give up to Tad | 
Sophia, Henry, ſaid Sir William, laughing, 
elſe I rather doubt your ever becoming 3. 
convert to Lord Irvan's way of thinking :. - 
you early imbibed the doctrine of ſubmiſſion 
to the Grand Monarque, and your friend 
the Marquis D' Orcy 1s a zealous ſupporter 
of the prerogatives of royalty, I am con- 


vinced.” 


« Prio Deo Pris Regio is his motto, Sir,” 


| faid Henry, „ and he certainly acts up to 


it; ſtill, I allow a real patriot great merit in 
any country, and muſt {ay, I believe the 
French nobility are generally more actuated 
by a love for their king and country, tba 


by any other conſideration, 1n, the ſupport 1 


they give an abſolute government. I am 
no judge of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, 
VOL. II. 1 A _ and N 
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and as politics cannot amuſe theſe ladies, 
I ſhall never preſume to enter the lifts with 
Lord Irvan. With your leave, my dear Sir, 
we will with theſe ladies a good night, as it 
grows late; to morrow, by eight o'clock, 
Lady Sophia, Mr. Aſtley and myfelf will be 
At this door.” . 
_< My carriage ſhall FEAT theſe gentle- 
men, Lady Sophia,” ſaid the Baronet, * for 
- you. muſt allow my horſes to take you: to 
Barnet.” 


55 No object ions were made to this freſh 
Proof of Sir William's politenefs, and the 
party ſeparated for the ni vet. 
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CHAP, XI. _ 


Tur next morning the young gentlemen 
were punctual to their appointment. Lady 
Sophia was quite ready; they therefore ſet 
off almoſt immediately, breakfaſted at Bar- 
net, and then proceeded with poſt horſes. 
As Henry had alfo left town with his own, 
they were, with Sir Wilkam's, to proceed 
by eaſy journies to Cleveland Place, in Cum - 
berland, from whence they could eaſily be 
tent for to Oakley Caſtle, - Nothing further 


— 9 


ts paſſed 
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paſſed between Lady Sophia and Henry till 
they reached Bugden: here they all alighted, 
While the horſes were changing, they took 
ſome refreſhment; during which, her Lady- 
ſhip ſaid, «You know what my agreement was, 
- Mr. Cleveland: here we part, as it would 
be abturd in me to take you out of your 
road to my uncle's, merely to introduce 
you to his queer family ; T ſhall make proper 
excules ſuitable to the occaſion ; ſo pray tell 
me where you mean to ſleep?“ 

Henry, who was prepared for this, could 
hardly help' ſmiling at the aſtoniſhment he 


perceived upen Aſtley's countenance ; but 


initantly ſaid, I ſhall conforfn in every 
thing to your Ladyſhip's will; I mean to 
ſleep at Peterborough, as it 1s my intention 
to go through Lincoln, becauſe I wiſh to 


_ +» viſit the place where I Was n and to lee 


a few old friends there.“. 
4: Then I pred y you. vil not change 


© horſes any more,” ſaid her Ladyſhip. 


« ] b<heve they generally do at Stilton,“ 
ſaid Aſtley; © theſe innkeepers don't like 
to paſs their accuſtomed houſes.” 

| 75 5 | | OS Let 
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& Let us inquire,” {aid Henry, ringing the 
bell, preſuming Lady Sophia might have 
ſome reaſons for her queſtions, and wiſhing 
at all eyents to ſatisfy her. When the waiter 


made . his appearance, Henry ſaid, „ This 
gentleman and I are going forward to Peter- 
borough, will your horſes take us through?” 


1 Man left the room to conſult his 
maſter, and ſoon returned, ſaying, it was a 
very long ſtage; but if theſe gentlemen wiſhed 


it, he gertauely ſhould not make any objec- 


tions.“ 


s, ſaid Henry, I don't wiſh you to 
2 ydur horſes upon our account; we will 


change at Stilton ;—let us know when the 
carriages are ready; this Lady is only going 


to Wilsford Houle.” | 


In a very few minutes they were inform - 
ed the carriages were at the door: they all 


roſe, and her Ladyſhip took her watch out 
of her pocket to ſee what it was o clock; 
but, in diſentangling the chain from her 


3 pocket- 
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bo pooket-hole, ſhe let it fall, and ina. it 

uſelefs. J am certainly a moſt awkward 
being,“ ſaid ſhe; * now what ſhall I do, 
for I know my time will hang very heavy 
upon my hands at Wilsford Houſe, and I 


- hour it is.“ 

- 5 8:Þ0 God 75 that . Lady 
: Sophia,“ ſaid Henry, « do me the favour 
to make uſe of mine till your own is re- 

paired, putting the repeater his grandfather 
bad made him a prefent of into her hands, 

begged ſhe would wear that. 

hut this will be reducing you to as 

great adilemma as myſelf, my good friend, * 

ſaid her Ladyfhip. . . 

Far from. it, my Lady; 1 have another 
will anſwer my purpoſe equally as well among 

my baggage; ſo Pray ARE no farther ob- 

jections. 

I have done,” faid her Ladyſhip/; ; but 

let us be moving, it grows duſk, and ten to 


one but the Wilsford family are waiting din- 
| "Yer 
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ner for me; therefore, receive my adieur in 
form till we meet again at Oakley Caſtle VP” _ 

„May your Ladyſhip's-viſit turn out to 
your expectation, is my ſincere wiſh,” ſaid 
Henry, n hand twihad t _ 
carriage. 

J will ſhew you the old a d 
ſhe, « when I take my final leave of you; ; 
and in a few minutes — drove off. 


The two carriages kept clmpany, till kane: 
Ladyſhip's ſtopped by her orders, when ſhe” 
renewed her adieux to the two friends, and 
pointed Wilsford Houfe out to them, which 
appeared to ſtand at a confiderable diſtanee 

from the road: it was almoſt dark, but 
he affured Henry ſhe entertained no ſort of. - 
fears; and thus they parted; - 


T The carriages were no fooner once more 
in movement, than Aſtley ſaid, Pray, my 

dear Harry, what does all this mean? and 

how came we not to accompany her 5 | 

ſhip to Lord Wilsford's ur. IF 

„ « Why, 
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1 5M Why, if you will promiſe to be very 
diſcreet, ſaid Henry, laughing, „ will ke 
mn into our confidence.“ 

I ſhall make no promiſes, ſaid Alley, 
3 if you ſind me capable of betraying 
you renounce me for your friend.? 
Nay, don't be ſerious,” ſaid Henry, 
taking up his ſtory from his firſt interview 

with Lady Sophia, and bringing it down to 
the profent'@ moment. | 


5 Aſtley iiſtened An ee and then 
5 Laid, Tes, yes, Lady Sophia will manage 
matters, or Jam very much miſtaken. She 
ſoon ſaw you was not in love with her, and 


- - gueſſed; no doubt, you would declare your 


ſentiments to Sir William: this ſhe has 
hitherto had the art to prevent; for depend 
upon it, her ſcheme is to ſecure your hand, 
and I don't fee how you will be able to evade 
he complying with her AW at leaſt with 

Hhonour-. ARM ee 
For a moment Henry was ſtaggered, but 
inſtantly recolle&ing himſelf, ſaid, No, J 
; | K 8 1 . anm 
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am ſure you do her an injuſtice ; - beſides, I 
have every reaſon to believe ſhe is in love 
with her couſin Lord Irvan. - 
II ſhould much ſooner ſuſpect her of be · 
ing in love with your grandfather,” ſaid 
Aſtley; Irvan is a down- right brute, very 
much given to drinking, and ſo immerſed 
in the idea of bringing about a reform in 
the ſtate, that he has very little time to de- 


dicate to the fair ſex. But, pray, ſhould 3 


my conjectures prove true, how will you 
eſcape the ſnare her Ladyſhip has ſpread for 
you, and into which you have given blind- 
folded? Have not you been carrying on 
this farce before all her relations? does not 
Sir William think you in earneſt? I know 
he hopes the ceremony will take place du- 
ring the holidays: the ſettlements which 
were drawn for your couſin will equally ſuit 
you, with a very few alterations. Vou are 
as completely taken in as ever man was in 
this world; and I don't ſee what reſource. 

you will have, except you turn the fair Lady 
cover to me, who would ſacrifice my life, 
93 „ 
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much more my liberty, to infure yours: 


I : | ut I know my being a Catholic will render 


my good intentions of no avail ;- all her 
friends are to be aſſembled, and you will 
not find one amongſt them to ſupport your 
cauſe, and I. hardly know what I ſhall be 
able to ſay in your defence; therefore, ſur- 
rounded on all fides, like Burgoyne, you will 


2&4 be obliged to ſurrender at diſcretion.” - 


Ho can you run on ſo abſurdly,” faid 
Henry; can you ſuppoſe any woman 
Capable of acting ſuch a part? : 
Ten thouſand, to gain ſuch a prize. i 
That is a compliment I could. very well | 
diſpenſe with, faid Henry, rather diſturbed, 
though he did not chuſe to acknowledge it, 
by what Aſtley had faid ; but, at all events, 
he knew he could not be dragged to the 
altar; and ſhould Lady Sophia's plan turn 
_ --out as Aſtley predicted, he ſhould certainly 
bave an excellent excuſe, not to unite his 
85 fate to a young woman capable of acting. 
with ſuch abominable duplicity; ſtill, had 


the wiſhed to have drawn — why did 
- the 


% 


— 
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ſhe object to his accompanying her to Lord 
Wilsford's? This reflection convinced him 

he had nothing to fear; he therefore: offered 
to lay Aſtley any bet Lady Sophia would 
have brought her father and mother over to 
her way of 3 before he-reachad U | 
Caſtle. 


| Aﬀtiey ſaid he would venture ten guiueas, 
which Henry immediately cloſed with.—- 
But now, pray,” faid the former, what 
is your real diſlike to her Larp?! 
I only profeſs anne lad 
Henry. 
Do you love any — woman?” ny 
Aſtley. 
It was too dark for him: n * 
change in Henry's countenance, who ſaid 
There are ſubjects, A L don't with to 
diſcuſs, and this is one.” , 
And here is-Stilton,” ſaid his: friend, 
taking the hint. © OS 


LE 
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The horſes were very ſoon changed, and 
half an hour ' more brought them to the 
Angel at Peterborough. In the morning 
they took a walk to ſee the minſter while 
breakfaſt was getting ready; and after hav- 
ing ſatisfied their curioſity, they purſued 
their journey to Lincoln. | | 

As they had made it rather late before they 
ſet out, it was near dark before they arrived. 
Henry had his doubts whether he ſhould 
remember any of his former walks; though 
the firſt impreſſions the youthful mind re- 
ceives are ſeldom or ever totally effaced from 
the —k and Henry tound this general 
obſervatiot verified in himſelf; for he recol- 
lected almoſt every thing he ſaw, and many 
houſes that they paſſed before they arrived 
at their inn. As they had a courier forward, 
their dinner was ſerved almoſt as ſoon as they 
aly:hted ; during which, Henry queſtioned 
the waiter concerning ſeveral different fami- 
Hes, 'whoſe names. he had heard his uncle 
mention as having been among his intimate 
e acquaintance, 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 187 


acquaintance, and at laſt aſked if he. knew 
15 village of "+; 5 


KL Very well, your honour,“ was the an- 
ſwer. 

« And can you tell me whether old Dame 
Whitaker is ſtill living there?“ 

The lad pauſed a moment, and then laid, 
Does your honour mean the old woman at 
the woodbine cottage ?” 
8 The lame,“ ſaid Henry. 

„Then ſhe was living laſt Sunday, your 
honour ; for I ſaw her at the cathedral, where 
ſhe always comes to hear ſervice. ? 


This was the good old woman who had 
been Henry's nurſe, and he was delighted at -- 
the idea of once more ſeeing a perſon that 
had been fo fond of him, and had 0 e 
ſuppiicd the place of a mother. ; 


As ſoon as they were alone, I muſt 20 
and fee this good old ſoul, ” faid' N 


4 before 1 ſleep.” | 
2 
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And as I don't ſuppoſe you have any 
ſecrets to communicate: to the old lady, 1 
ſhall beg leave to e yy” laid 

-Aﬀey. 
I was going to 8 the . to you,“ 
id Henry, I am ſure I ſhall be able to 


find the way to the well-known cottage ;” 
I .and out they both ſallied. & 


| It was a moonlight night, though rather 
cloudy, and near a mile to the village. They 
amuſed ' themſelves during their walk with 


: ; 5 anticipating. the reception they were likely 
to meet with; and in little more than a quar- 


ter of an hour they came within ſight of a 
ſmall thatched cottage, which, in ſummer, 
as the waiter had obſerved, was over- run 
with woodbine. They ſaw no light 
within; Henry opened a ſmall wicket with- 
in half a dozen paces of the door, and 
advanced towards the window. She is at 
home, faid he, turning to his friend; I 
ſee. a fire and her cat,” lifting up the latch 
while he ſpoke, and opening the door a little 
way, and call out * who is at home?“ | 
Rory & I. 
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J am here,” replied a female voice. 
« who wants me?“ 
« A well-known voice,” cd ba i in a 
whiſper to Aſtley, Only friends, my good 
old dame, (he continued) where are you? 
„Why, God help me, I am here in the 


dark,“ ſaid the poor old ſoul; I. cannot 


ſee to do much by candle light, ſo n fat-- 
ting over my fire to fave it. 


By this time the friends were in the mid-- 
dle of the cottage, and the old woman was 
| cloſe to them; but ſhe did not recollect the 
voice of the . who. addreficd her, | 


« Prem what may you want; ae K 


for I cannot ſay I know either of you; Lord 
bleſs me, take care, and I will get a light.“ 

« Aye, do,” ſaid Henry, then who 
knows but you may remember. our faces; 
however, do not be afraid, we are not come 
to take advantage of your being in the dark 


to o rob your houſe.” _ 
6 of „The 
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The Lord bleſs me, Sir! that is the 
leaſt of my fears,” ſaid ſle; nobody would 
take the trouble to rob a poor, helpleſs 
woman like me, who has nothing to loſe.” 
Ohl the pooreſt of us has ſomething we 
"ſet ſtore by,” ſaid Henry. 
„ Ohl you ſeem a droll ſort of a gentle- 
man z— but I will get a 8 — then, 


may 3 


— this leet, - ſhe was bebting a 
very {mall candle; and as ſoon as ſhe had 
ſucceeded, turned round with it in her hand. 
Henry was ſtanding cloſe behind her; ſhe 
drew the back of her hand over her eyes, and 
held the candle up to his face, ſaying, © Now 
let me {ee who you be? Bleſs me,” ſaid the, 
21 uurafe my eyeüght and memory both 
fall me; I cannot ſay 1 ever remember ſee- 
2 ing your Pen before, wiping her eyes a 
ſecond time, and taking another look. 
Pray what may be peur, if Jam not 
too bold?“ 

Henry Weſthorpe, my good old nurſe.” 
. oa 72 
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At that moment the candleſtick fell upon 
the floor, while ſhe exclaimed, The Lord 
be good unto me!“ and flung her arms 
round his neck, and was half a minute or 
more before ſhe could fay, Oh! my dear 
child, do I live to fee you again | where was 
my eyes and ears? the Lord help me, I ſhall . 


live while I know nobody. Sit you down—_ - 


but, bleſs me, we are all in the dark again; 

I do believe I am beſide myſelf, I am in fuch _ 

a flurry. Don't tumble over any thing, and 
I wil try to light ſs ae: again,” 

She us not able to find another match 
for ſome time, and then her hand trembled 
ſo, Henry aſſiſted in the illumination, and 
placed it upon a ſmall tea-table near her, 
while ſhe reached chairs, and entreated ! lim 
and his friend would excule her little but, 
and ſit down a while.“ | 

„Why, my dear old nurſe, WE, are come 
to ſtay all night,“ ſaid Henry. ; 

« Ah! blefs you,” ſaid the old woman, 
*. you were always a funny young rogue, as 

I had 


186 MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 


I had uſed to fay; tay all night and wel-- 
come, and while I live, I may ſay; I have 
but one bed, where you and L have ſlept 

many a night; but I warrant me I can get 

a night's lodging at a neighbour's, if you and 

- - that gentleman can make ſhift with ſuch 

Poor accommodations as I have to offer.” 
ou are very good, my old friend,” faid 

Henry, but I was only joking; we did 
not come to put you out of your way.“ 

Jam ſure you are very good, my dear 
child, to come and ſee me at al; you 

always told me you would love nurſe.” | 

'* And I now renew my promiſe, Wy good. 

| murſe,” faid Henry: 

Gad in heaven bleſs you 1* ſaying lo,” 
faid the poor old foul, while the tears trickled 
down her cheeks. I cannot tell you (ſhe 
continued) how happy I am to. fee you, 

for, I am ſure, it is what J little expected; 

. . thougha gentleman was here ſome time ago 

to inquire every particular about you—a 

mighty 1 perſon, as a body 
. to ce,” 4 


« ] know 
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«&] know who you mean, my good nurſe,” 
faid Henry, conſcious ſhe alluded to the 
viſit old Johnſtone had paid her. 


ſpectacles; ſaying, My eyes are very weak; 
I muſt have a good look at my child. Lord 
bleſs me! what an alteration has fixteen 


years made in the little boy I uſed to dance 


on my knee! you are grown the very moral 
of your poor dear father. Pray, what is 
become of Mr. Weſthorpe ? i me 
fil pf. | p 
„For any thing I know to the W 
my good nurſe. | 

Well, excuſe me, my dear child; butT 
always fay the beſt go firſt, and the /wicked 
are left to mend, or he would have been dead 
long fince; and, I may ſay for one, I ſhould 
not ſhed a tear if I was to hear of his death 
to- morrow though my heart has often 
bled for you; nay, the whole town uſed to 
cry ſhame on him,—and well they might; 
but I believe he was hardened in wickedneſs. 
Thou not have: thought of his dreſſing his 
ugly 


— 


She now dried her eyes, and put on her 
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ugly, dirty children out in what never be- 


longed to him, while he hardly allowed me 
Tags to cover you; ] am fure you was more 
Uke a pariſh child than the ſon of Colonel 

Cleveland: and you muſt bear his name, 
forſooth, as ſoon as he heard of the good 


Colonel's death; and for why, nobody could 


tell. — but for no good purpoſe, I will be 
ſworn ;—out upon him, ſay I!“ 
Woll, never mind, my dear nurſe,” ſaid 
Henry; ; depend upon it, if he has acted 
wrong, he will ſuffer both 1 in this wotld and 
the next.” | | 

„ That has always been my W 


my dear child. However, I am ſure he 
has not dreſſed you ſo ſmart ;—you might 


have gone barefoot firſt; nay, and, would 
have done, if I had been afraid to ſpeak my 


mind before you left me ;—but I always | 


loſe my patience when I think of him; and 
I muſt ſpeak my mind, let who will be pre- 


ſent. Pray, who is that young gentlemen? 


à relation, mayhap ;—but I don't care, I 
r * ſpoke the truth; which, to be 


ture, 


ph We 4 — — th. and. 
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ſure, we are told, is not to be ſpoken at all 
times ; but I cannot help it, it the "ES | 
was preſent, I could not hold my tongue. 
This gentleman is à particular friend of 
mine, nurle, and no relation to Mr. Weſ⸗ 
thorpe.“ 92 — * 
A Well, ſo much the better, my dear child. 0 
But J have got a bottle of currant wine, I 
have had ever ſince laſt Chriſtmas was a 
twelvemonth ; and, pleaſe God, I will open 
it now ;—I always wiſhed, though I little 
hoped, you would ever came to partake of 
it: our parſon's wife gave it me, becauſe 
I was not very well ; but I got better, and I 
thought it was a pity to drink it by my- 
ſelf, * Setting up to fetch it. 


ey knew ſhe would be exceſiv y mor- 
tified if he refuſed this truly kind' offer; 
therefore, determined to let her. have her | 4 
on way, ſhe ſoon produced it, ſaying it bad 
been ſet in a very cool place, and ſhe was ſure 
it would be very good ; for ſhe had helped 
to make it, and had drank a glaſs of the ſame 
N 


| 2 a-neater cottage, though it was very ſmall. 
| The old woman was about ſixty, and very 
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| A the parſon's, on f the laſt St. Michael's « day 


_ | thatfell. . 


ee ene che beide WD table, 
and three high flowered glaſſes, which ſhe 


rubbed very clean; in fact, there never was 


hearty of her age; and her apparel, though 
homely, was very clean. Her huſband died 


young, and left but little behind him; and 
ſhe had gained a livelihood, fince his death, 
- by ourfing and her ncedle. | 


| She Goo: * the cork, and filled the 
glaſſes. Now,” ſaid ſhe, * taſte that, 
and tell me how you like it? and I will 
drink this to your good health; and may 
it be the laſt drop I ever raiſe to my lips, 
if I ever felt happier in my life than I do at 
this * glad 12 am to ſee your dear 
face once more. 


Henry 
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Henty drank his glaſs, beſtowed great 
encomiums upon the liquor, and then thank- 
ed her for all her kindneſs towards him; 
adding, he only wiſhed it had been in his 
power long fince to have made her more 
e in der ol wo” f 


Nou were always the beſt child in the 
world,” ſaid ſhe ;—but what ſhall I get for 
you? I have not any thing in the houſe but” 
a mouthful of bread and cheeſe.” _ . 

« If you had veniſon to offer us, my good 
friend,” we could not taſte it,“ ſaid . 
« for we have but juſt dined.” . I 
„Why, I was thinking of going to bed,” 
ſaid the old woman. 


Then I am afraid we are re keeping yu 
up,” faid Henry. 
“ Blefs me, how you talk, my dear child; 
I am ſure I would have let you in at mid- 
night. But tell me how you have done 
fince you left thoſe good people at Biſhop- 
E. ay and where you now hive wt 8 


" * 


1 
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Henry ſatisfied her in a very few 8 
9 omitting the diſcovery of Mr. Weſ- 
thorpe's villainy, which he had not eren 


communicated to Aſtley. 


When be had concluded. Merciful 
heaven! ſaid the old woman; “ and ſo you 
are grandſon to Sir William Cleveland. 

Pray, Sir, excuſe your old nurſe for having 
addreſſed you io ſamiliarly. I am afraid 
I ſhall grow proud in my old age; who 
would have thought you would ever have 
honoured my cottage with your preſence, 
and have drank a glaſs of wine; which, I 
am ſure, I dare not have offered, if I had 
known what a great een I was talk- 


10g to.“ 
Then I ſhould . been a great * 


my good old friend, ſaid Henry, ſmiling, 


— 


— — — — ——_—_— 89 


for your wine 15 excellent of its kind; and t 

| L will an another glaſs, if FRE: will do the t 
lame.” . a 
5 Lord bleſs me, Sir, you want to make y 
me befide myſelf. Pray don't try to make 0! 
8 | EY. your fc 
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your old _ a greater fool than the i 15;— 
I cannot rejoice-more than I do at your good 


fortune; and I ſhall think -myſelf very - 


happy, if you and that gentleman * drink 
another glaſs of my wine.” 


This they. did te oblige 8 80 Labs: 
roſe to take their leave. Henry bad come 


prepared with a proper preſent for the old 


woman; and now put a eus of  fafty . 


guineas into her hands, ſaying, There, 
my good nurſe, is ſomething to enable you 
to burn a candle when it grows dark in 
future; every Chriſtmas you ſhall receive 

the like ſum ; and believe me, 1 think this. | 
but a trifling recompence for all the trouble 
1 gave you: ſo now, remember, in future, 
if you are in want of any thing that I can do 
for you, or can ſpend. mate money in the year 
than J have given you, anly go to Mr. ——, 
the banker, at Lincoln, where you will 
always find yaur money, and he will fupply _ 
you with any additional ſum you may want, 
or with any * elſe you * A aner 
for.“ ; 


VOL. 11. * Tue 


| 94 "MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 


— 


The poor old woman was ſtanding pine 


: this, holding Henry by one hand, and the 


- rouleau in the other; but her joy at this 
unexpected good fortune, added to the ſor- 
row ſhe felt at parting once more from her 
young friend, to whom ſhe was moſt fin- 


cerely attached, made her tremble ſo vio- 
lently, that ſhe let the rouleau fall; and the 


paper burſting, the money flew all about the 


ry floor. Bleſs me, ſaid the, * what have 


I done!? 


® oy 
: 
: — 


100 Henry and Aſtley aſſiſted her in picking 


up the guineas,—which were now laid upon 


ber little table; —and when the poor old 
9 woman ſaw the number, ſhe was again half 

. breathleſs ; j and ſaid, Pray, my dear child, 
excuſe me; I hardly know what I am ſay- 
ing. But what do you think a poor woman 
ke me can do with ſo much money? there 
is more than will laſt me my life. Bleſs me, 


if it was known I had ſuch a mint of gold, 
1 ſhould be nen in my bed, mayhap.” 


* 7 4 „ God 


7. 
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7 God fotbid there ſhould be ſuch wicked 
people in the world, ſaid Henry; but if 


you are afraid to keep it in your own houſe, 
carry it to the banker where you are to re- 
ceive your money, and take it from him as 
you want it; only let me deſire you would 


ſpend it ;—and if you have a trifle to ſpare, 


do good with it during your life time; for 
no one will be half ſo much obliged to you 
for what you leave behind you, as for what 
you beſtow upon them yourſelf.“ | 

« T will certainly do every thing you 
defire, my dear young gentleman :. it is your 


place to order, and mine to obey.” 


Then take the utmoſt care of yourſelf 
my good old nurſe,” ſaid Henry—and now, 


fare you well; and be aſſured, that whenever 


I come this way, I wall always call and fee 
you.” And thus, having given the good 


old ſoul a hearty * he took his. 
| leave. . : 


The two friends angled all the) way 1 _— 
to the inn at the old woman's remarks; and 
| | retired 


— 
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| 'wtired-eaxly, as they meant to make a long 
day on the marrow; not expecting, from 
the time of. year, to proceed very faſt; hav- 
ing been told this road was not ſo good as 
the ane 350 * quitted, from ee to 
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in the cxeging; thay 
reached. Biſhop-Auckland; alighted at the 
inn, and proceeded, on foot, to Mr. Parkers'. 
It was between five and fix o'clock wher 
' Henry knock ed, with a beating heart, at the 

hoi itabie door; convinced he ſhauld meet 
E 4 795 with 


; * 
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with. a ſincere and hearty” welcome from 
the excellent couple, who had ſhewn hit 

ſuch favour during his childhood, and had 
lain him under ſuch numerous obligations 
as he advanced in years; for it was to them, 
in ſhort, he owed every thing. Had he 
fallen under the care of an ignorant or an 
indolent man, (two very probable citeum- 
ſtances, from the little care Mr. Weſthorpe 

took to inquire into the character of the 
maſter with whom be placed him) would 

it have been likely he ſhould have captiva- 

ted his Joſephine, ot would he have ſtood 

o high in his grandfather's good graces, 

who now. prided himſelf exceſſively upon his 

eee ark - profound erudition ; therefore, 

each ſucceedirig diy added conſiderably to 
the gratitude he felt for this * E 


man and his kind wike. wh 72 


An old FOR INT he welt remem- 

bered, and ulio acted in the capacity of foot 
man, groom, and gardener, opened the door, 

and begged to know their commands. 
n iT | K 3 8 * 
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Henry was convinced the old man had 
not the flighteſt recollection of his features; 
as he looked him full in the face while he 
ſpoke, and held a candle in his hand; —he 


therefore concluded, neither his good old 
maſter nor miſtreſs would know him at firſt 
ſight —ſix years had occaſioned a very great 


alteration in his perſon. He left Biſhop- 
Auckland a fine, handſome, ſlim. youth of 
fifteen, -with his hair-waving, in natural 


ringlets, over his forehead ; and was now 


grown a tall, elegant, young man; — beſides, 


the difference in his hair was alone ſufficient 
to alter his countenance. His manners 


were as much formed as his perſon. 


. « Are either Mr. or Mrs. Parker at home, 
my friend? faid Henry. 

„Both, Sir.” I 

« And can we ſee them?“ Ro” 
60 Certainly Sir. Pray be ſo good as to 
walk in, lenen; my maſter and Fs 


(rel are eat tea.“ 


The 


— ws © a—_ Da CES — PE? FR 


— 
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| The. two friends followed the old man 
into a ſmall parlour, where the worthy cou- 
ple were ſitting. The ſervant ſaid, as he 
opened the door, Two nn with to 
= you, Sir. e ee 


8 unuſual thing, they both 
roſe; and Mr. Parker made a ſign to the 
ſervant to ſet chairs. Henry reſtrained the 
anxious wiſh he felt to embrace his excel- 
lent friends, wiſhing to ſee if either of them 
would recollect him, therefore only bowed 
in filence ; : —while Mr. Parker entreated 
they would be ſeated, and begged they, 


would honour him with their commands: | 


Henry's dreſs, manners, and appearance, 
entitled him to every mark of reſpect. 
He took hold bf. the back of a chair, 
which was placed for him by the fide of 
Mrs. Parker's; and his eyes met thoſe: 
of the old Lady while ſhe was curteſy- 
ing, and adding her entreaties to her huſ- 
band's that he would take a ſeat. But ne 
| ſeemed to read ſomething in Henry's looks 

; K 4 while 
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while they gazed upon each other, very in- 
voluntary on her fide, till ber colour began 
to vary; and the ſaid, * Sure I have ſeen. 


that face before,” 
e Does my dear Mrs. Parker remember" 


£1 "lily could not finiſh his ſentence, he- 
fore the amiable old woman exclaimed, in a 
fort of half ſcream, © 'Tis he! tis himſelf 
and met Henry's embrace. Except from 
his Joſephine, never had he felt ſo cordial a 
one ſince they parted ; and tears of joy ac- 
companiecl the old "Hey $ hearty wel- 

| . go] 


M. Packer hardly knew what to think for 
forme ſeconds; till he had recollected him- 
ſelf, and taken another look at Henry, he 
then ſaid, Ah! dame, you have got the 
ſtart of me!” and put out his arms. — 
„Welcome a thouſand times, my beſt, 
beloved pupil ;—I really ſhould not have 
known Te age I WAR wet a had heard 


your voice before. 
7 Alter 


they got ſeated, Mrs. Parket ordered freflr 


cups and ſaucers, the canniſter that held her 


choiceſt tea, and ſome better ſugar ; with 
many more etceteras ;—while Mr. Parker, 


rather more acquainted with the preſent. 


faſhionable hours, aſked if they had dined: 
Having taken 4 bit of cold chicken upon 
the road, not to create a great buſtle, Henry 


anſwered in the afettiative;'s acknowledging 


they had fated but badly, Therefore: would 
make it up at ſupper. | 


A great many inquiries took place during 
tea, and Mr. Parker wanted to fend for 
the ſervants fforn the inn; but both the 
young men put a negative upon the polite 
requeſt, Mrs. Parker hoped they were 
come fo ſpend a few days with them. 


. Such i is our intention,“ Kid Menry ;— ike 


* but if I find we put you at all out of your 5 
way, my deat madam, it Will n our 


ſtay.” 
„ « Tam 


NrsTEIous IPE. 25 | 


After many ſincere eonpfatulations, and RY 
Heewy had introduced his friend Aſtley, 


| 
| 
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< 5 am particularly happy,” ſaid Mr. 
Parker, I am now at leiſure to enjoy your 
company as I could wiſh, gentlemen ; fox 
molt of my ſcholars are gone home for the 
| holidays. 2 | 


Henry inquired after ſeveral of thoſe he 
ranked among his friends while under his 
care, but with whom he had never correſ- 
ponded ; and learned ſome were married, 
and ſome ſet up in bufineſs ; others gone 
into orders, and ſome. « tucying the law in 
London. * 8 


« And. pray what is become of your great 
man? as we uſed to ſtyle him, my dear Airs 
ſaid Henry; the ſquire's ſon, I mean.” 

„ Oh! he is become a great buck,” faid 

the old gentleman, and a famous fox- 
hunter. I fee but very little either of him 

or his father, —who is as proud and conſe- 
quential as ever. The young fellow is in 
Northumberland at preſent ; where he went 
to take poſſeſſion of a ſmall eſtate, which 
TS, has 
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has devolved to his father by the death of an 
old maiden aunt, I underſtand.” nab 
% think it a pity they are ſo rich 4 
as report makes them out to be, ſaid Mrs. 
Parker; for I verily believe they would 
be ſorry if they thought they did any good 
with their money. You cannot think how 
mortified the old fellow was, Mr. Cleve- 
land, when my huſband told him what a 
great man you were become: I believe he. 
always owed you a grudge, becauſe you were 
ſo much better a ſcholar than his booby of 
an heir, who is deſpiſed already; and, like 
his father, will be hated as he grows up. 

« He is young enough to ſee his errors, 
my dear, ſaid Mr. Tar let us there- - 
fore hope he will men | 
. « You are more — in your expec- 
tations than I am, my dear,” ſaid the old 
Lady; —“ however, may the harm I wiſh 
him befall myſelf.— But do drink another 
diſh of tea, Mr. Cleveland ; — I am afraid it | 


is not to your liking.” 


3 lenty 
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Henry aſfured her it was excellent; but 
begged to be excuſed drinking any more. So 
the tea things were removed, and they all 
drew round the fire; and Henry taking a 


* ſmall parcel out of his pocket, put it into 


the old gentleman's hands, faying, Allow 


me to diſcharge a truſt impoſed upon me by 
my grandfather, my dear Sir ; who entreats 


your acceptance of the incloſed trifle, as a 
very {mall retribution for your unexampled 


_ Kindneſs” towards his grandſon. I make 


uſe of his own- expreſſions, — putting the 
packet into the old reer s hands * 
he ceaſed s 25 


* 


The a was, Sir William, 2 wed X 
no means deficient in point of. generoſtty, 


| knowing where Henry mrant to call, had 
given him a five hundred pound bank note 


to preſent, in his name, to Mr. Parker it 
was the leaſt he thought he could do for fo. 


good a man; and might in fome reſpect. 


atone, in his opinion, for his paſt culpable 
neglect of his grandſon. To this note Henry 


had added another of ſimilar value; and the: 
two were inclofed in the parcel he gave Mr. 
Parker, who, upon receiving it, ſaid, 
* Whatever this contains, my young friend, 

Lam fure it is what I have no riglit to ex- 
pect. Sir William Cleveland does me infi- 
nite honour in deigning even to think of 


me ;—however, I may ſay, my conduct to- 
wards his grandſon having met his approba- 


tion, gives me far greater pleaſure than it is 


poſſible for me to derive from his generous 
preſent. But allow me to gueſs the rea! 


donor, whofe method of conferring favours: 
greatly enhances the value of his gift.” 

« You pofitively wrong my grandfather, 
my friend believe me, he did not even 
want to be reminded of what he ftyled- 
a facred duty. As for my own part, I only 
hope you will wear this trifle for my fake,” 
putting a very handſome gold watch and 
chain into his hand“. 

From this moment, uu gmergas young 
friend,” ſaid he, (pulling the one he always 
wore out of his pooket, and putting the pre- 

| TT ' ſent 
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-ſent he had juſt received in its place) . FOR A 
| neighbours will eaſily gueſs to whom I owe 
_—_ an * time- piece. | 

; Henry next gave Mrs. Parker a locket, 
which contained a broad plat of his hair, ſet 
in jewels. Her pride never was more grati- 
fied : the viewed the toy with unfeigned 
rapture,——-while ſhe exclaimed, «© Mr. Par- 
ker, my dear, did you ever ſee any thing fo 
beautiful? Bleſs my heart! what an ex- 
pence you have put yourſelf ep Mr. C leve- 
land, for an old woman like me.“ | 


Mr. Parker admired it very much; ad- 
ding, ſhe would look ten years younger with 
that hag * round * neck. 


44 Oh! no doubt, my "PANE ſaid the old 
: e But you have not ſhewn me your 
preſent ;—L only caught a glimpſe of it; 
but ſaw n to know mine is far the moſt 
. 3 | 


The 
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The old gentleman put the watch into 
her hands, ſaying, you forget I have two 
to your one ;—it may be my turn to triumph 
yet,” breaking the ſeals of the parcel. He 


| ſoon ſaw the value of the two notes; and 


then ſaid, Now, my dear, I-have it in my 
power to treat you with a new gown at 
Eafter, which you have been talking of. 
Sir William has been much too bountiful, 
my dear Henry ;—excuſe my freedom: a 
thouſand pounds is an imamenſe fum, and 
ten times more than I deſerve.” | 


Mrs. Parker laid down the en ſhe was 
ſo anxiouſly admiring, and looked half petri- 
fied. © There, my dear,” ſaid the good 
old man; (putting the notes into her hand) 
you never {aw ſuch things in your life; and 
J can ſafely ſay, I never ſaw ſo large a ſum 
of money in ſo {mall a compaſs before.“ 
Why fure, Mr. Parker,” fad the old 
Lady, * theſe two morſels of paper cannot 
be worth a thouſand pounds. Mercy upon 
me! Well, my dear, you have worked early 


* 
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and late for mauy poue to fave fuck a 
| ſum. 75 
e very true, ſaid the old man; * but I 
hate never repined at my toil ;—and as 1 
never intend to ſet up fine gentleman, nor 
mean to retire till old age obliges me to re- 
 Linquiſhiny buſineſs, I always knew my ſmall 
|. ſavings would prove ſufficient, when that 
time came, to maintain us both decently; 
and this noble preſent will * a wy 
comfortable addition.” 5 

« You have been too gebe ros, my 9588 

friend,“ ſaid Henry, © to be very rich.“ 
„My great aim through life, Sir, has 
been to be” juſt to thoſe entruſted to my 
cate; and, in fact, had I merely been actu - 
ated by policy, my actions would have been 
the ſame for had I half-ftarved my pupils, 
or given them indifferent food, I ſhould have 
had the fewer to keep; and I have no right 
to complain, though my labour were 

| er pee rewarded before. 


REV 


The 
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The diſcourſe now fell upon Mr. Wel- _ 
thorpe ;—and as Henry knew Aſtley. never 
entertained à very high opinion of him, and 
thought the recital might raiſe his grand». | 
father in his and Mr. Parker's eſteem, he 
mentioned the recent diſcovery which had 
taken place, and what had been the reſult; 
acknowledging, in ſtrict confidence, he had 
facilitated Mr. Weſthorpe's eſcape.” - » 

„Well, things are all for the beſt, to be 
ſure, faid Mrs. Parker; and I dont 
wonder you did not wiſh the raſcal ſhould 
be Wee no man better de- 
ſerve It.” | — 


00 well, think it was being infloitely't too 
god, faid Aſtley: a wretch, who gave 
every body at St. Omer's to underſtand you / 
were a natural ſon of his, and a mere depen» 
dant upon his bounty; ſhould have gloried 
in ſeeing him tugging at the oar ; ſuch a 
puniſhment would . been worſe _ 


death.“ 
5 « Dipend 
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- « Depend upon it, Sir, he is as ſeverely 
puniſhed as his greateſt enemies can wiſh,” 
faid Mr. Parker. An exile from his native 
country, and now baniſhed from France, 
where he had formed ſome new connexions ; 
obliged to conceal himſelf and miſerable 
family in ſome obſcure retreat, and eternally 
tormented by the ſtings of a guilty con- 
ſcience ;—who can envy his fituation, or 


regret he was not tried by the laws of his 


country. Conſider the conſtant dread which 
hangs over him: afraid every ſtrange face 
he ſees is come to drag him to juſtice ;— 
ſuch conſtant imaginary terrors muſt be 
more terrible than any puniſhment ours or 
the French laws could have inflicted upon 
him ; for then he would have known the 
worſt he had to dread,—now he muſt live 
in a ſtate of perpetual fear.“ 

„ fhall begin to think I have been re · 
fining upon my grandfather's wiſh to bring 
the wretched culprit to juſtice,” ſaid Henry 'F 
« for, by your account, I hardly know. 

r whether 
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whether I had not better have let the law 
have taken its courſe,” . . 
« God forbid you ſhould ſo Wide ers 
my meaning,” ſaid Mr. Parker, You have, 
very properly, ſaved his miſerable children 
from becoming involyed in his infamy, and 
have given the infamous wretch (for ſuch I” 
muſt ſtyle him) time to repent of his atro- 
cious crimes, -for ſuch they ſurely. are in 
the eyes of heaven. But this diſcovery is a 
convincing proof Sir William little knew 
how you were brought up, my young friend; 
and I think he ſeems very anxious to repair 


his pou negligence.” 

* Henry had given Aſtley a caution not to 
mention his intended marriage; not chu - 
ſing to explain the real ſituation of affairs to 


Mr. and Mrs. Parker, and conſcious, let 


what would happen, ſuch an event would 
never take place, he thought it would be 
abſurd to talk on the ſubjett. He now 
ſpoke of his grandfather in terms of the 
higheſt eſteem and reſpect; and concluded, 
Eg? 1 by 
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— upon me b d Mrs. — 
«why, you are three times as rich as our 
great ſquire already. 

Then we have only to hope Mr. Cleve- 
land will do ten times as much good,“ ſaid 
Mr. Parker. But indeed, my young friend, 
you have now occaſion for all your virtue 

and fortitude. T have, nay ſtill, love you, 


a much as if you were my own ſon ; and 


my wife s affe&tion for you even more than 
equals mine. If we had not thought it 
would have been for your good, (and ſo, 
thank God, it ultimately proved) we would 
never have parted with you; and, I may 
ſafely fay, while we could have commanded 
z loaf of brrad, you thould have partook of 
it, had you been in want. TI think the ad- 


Vie I always gave you muſt have convinced 


you how fincerely I am attached to you. 1 
know I had once great power over your gene · 
* mind, and ä thelaft time 

I thall 
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I ſhall have the apportunity : therefore, per · 
mit me to offer xt once more. Yaur grand- 
father has made you your on maſter, and 
has furniſhed you with the means of emoy- 
ing every luxury and pleaſure this world 
affords in abundance ; therefore, it is incum- 
bent upon you to keep a very ſtrict guard 
over your own conduct. If I was not as 
convinced as J am of the goodneſs of your 
heart, the excellence of your principles, and 
the purity of your morals, I ſhould tremble 
for your fate. Exceſs of pleaſure ſoon 
brings on ſatiety and diſſipation; and exceſs 
of luxury very ſoon degenerates into vice + 
guilty pleaſures ſucceed innocent ones; and 
every ſpecies of debauchery is often practiſed 
by the rich and powerful. to kill their 
greateſt enemy Time. It is the intereſt 
of ſo many people to miniſter to ther 
vices and follies they become habitual to 
them; and faſhion unfortunately counte- 
nances that in the great, which would make 
a man in a middling ſtation ſhunned and 
deſpiſed even by his inferiors. You, Sir, are 
bleſſed 
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bleſſed with ſuperior talents; you was long 
che pride of my ſchool and of my heart : 


few ſeminaries in Great-Britain ever pro- 
duced ſuch a ſcholar. It may ſeem vanity 


in me to ſay ſo, but I am confident I ſpeak 


the truth ;—and I fincerely hope your ex- 

_ cellent underſtanding will prevent you from 
giving into all the reigning follies and vices : 
pou are early thrown into the way of tempta- 


| tion. Excuſe my freedom, my dear yourg 


friend ;—my love for you makes me thus 
preſuming. Few people will be honeſt 
enough, with a man of your rank and for- 
2 tune, to tell you of your faults, and many 
will endeavour to perſuade you you cannot 
act wrong; but I am convinced you will 
never let your paſſions get the better of your 
good ſenſe. But I might have ſpared my 
breath, had F reflected what an excellent 
monitor and example you have had for this 
- laſt twelvemonth in the Marquis D'Orcy : 
_ purſue the path he has pointed out, and 1 
© ſhall ever glory, as I do at this moment, in 


my favourite pupil.“ 
_ he 
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The honeſt, diſintereſted advice of this 


good man funk deep into Henrys 
beart. He almoſt reproached himſelf with 


having married without - conſulting him; 


but his own-conſcience ſoon acquitted him 
.on that ſcore. He now thanked this kind 
old man, in the ſtrongeſt terms, for this re- 


cent proof of the affection he bore him; and 


entreated he would continue to favour him 


with his advice by letter as heretofore ; add- 


ing, < I hope I ſhall always act up to the 
excellent leſſons you early inculcated into 


my youthful- mind but, in the great 
world, you know, my dear Sir, the ſtricteſt 
moraliſt muſt ſometimes deviate from the 
exact rule of right. Richardſon has cer- 


tainly drawn a perfe& character, in ſome 


people's opinion, in high life; and, in many 
reſpects, I muſt allow Sir Charles Grandiſon 
to be unexceptionable: ſtill, I do not feel 


myſelf inclined to take him for my model.” 


Jo render virtue amiable, my young 
friend, you muſt certainly make it agree- 
able; nay, if poſſible, faſhionable : the rigid 

puritan 
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puritan will nevet excite cither admiration 
or emulation. Hitherto, your conduct in 


high life has met my warmeſt approbation ; 


but you have hardly had a fair trial of your 
Marguis 


- fixength. While under the 


g D'Orey's eyes, and juſt releafed from the 


ſtrict rules of a Catholic college——Excuſe 
me, Mr. Aſtley; but ſome of thoſe profeſ- 
fors ſeem even enemies to the moſt innocent 
pleaſures.” 
No excuſes, my dear Sir,” aid alley; . 
4 ſet of greater bigots, nor more narrow- 
minded, ſuperſtitious beings never exiſted. 
Would you believe it, - the Preſident has 
not looked a woman 1n the face for theſc 


twenty years.” 
The old gentleman could not help mil 


ing while he ſaid, The good gentleman 
- was willing to avoid temptation. But as 1 
was cbſerving, Mr. Cleveland, fituated as 
> you were, upon your firſt entrance into the 
great world, you had no one incentive to 
lead you aſtray; — your own excellent prin - 
_ perfectly uncorrupted, and never 


turned 


„ 
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turned into ridicule by thoſe around you; 
the example of the Marquis D' Orcy, which 
was of infinite ſervice to you; and, more 
than all, your own wiſh to deſerve the eſteem 
of ſuch a man. You then were, very 
fortunately, incorporated into a Swils regi- 
ment : the officers of which, by your ac- 
count, were amiable, unaffected, ſenſible 
young men; who prided themſelves in 
avoiding all the reigning follies of the French 
ſubalterns of their own rank; and who 
piqued themſelves upon their bravery, loy- 
alty, and natural frank honeſty : ſuch com- 
panions excited your emulation, and increa- 
ſed your love of virtue ;—and then, the 
conſciouſneſs that you muſt endeavour to 
riſe to promotion by your own merit, pre- 
vented you from dedicating much time to idle 
pleaſure. But now, conſider how much the 
caſe is altered ;—already in poſſeſſion of an 
immenſe fortune, and heir to one of the 
richeſt men in the kingdom, no fears for the 
future can prevent your enjoying the pre- 
ſent. It is now, my amiable friend, your 

VOL, II, L virtue 
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virtue and fortitude will ae themſelves 


to advantage.“ 

_ «© T-with I may anſwer your expectations, 
my good friend,” ſaid Henry; © but don't 
judge me too ſeverely, leaſt I ſhould _— 


now put to the proof.” 
« Your own diffidence convinces me J 


have nothing to fear,” ſaid the good old 


man. 


The return of Mrs. Parker, who had 


left the room to put by the money and 


order ſupper, now changed the converſa- 
tion; — and by nine o'clock they were ſum- 
moned into the great parlour, — where the 
cloth was laid. Their meal was excellent; 
and! it was late before the young people 
thought of retiring. Mrs. Parker choſe to 
conduct them herſelf into their reſpective 
apartments, which were contiguous; and 
as it was ſtill; what faſhionable people term 
cxly, Henry and his friend had a long con- 
verſation before they went to bed. 


„ als ak ana as 
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Aſtley ſpoke very highly in praiſe of Mr. 
and Mrs. Parker, wiſhed he had ſtudied as 
long as Henry had under their care - pro- 
teſting he had not had a fair chance of be- 
coming a ſcholar. „For if you had not 
come to St. Omers, Henry, I ſhould have 
been an illiterate dunce all the days of my 
life.“ 


Their converſation then reverted to the 
| Oakley family; and Aſtley, as uſual, prog- 
noſticated Henry would leave the old man- 
ſion a, bridegroom : he as ſtrenuouſly ſups 
ported the cauſe of Lady Sophia: At laſt 
they ſeparated for the night, unable to 
decide how that affair would end. 


L 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


N. EXT morning, from ſome hints Henry 
picked up, he diſcovered Mr. and Mrs. Par- 
ker were engaged to eat their Chriſtmas 
dinner, and to ſpend a week, at the relations 
of one of their pupils, who reſided at ſome 


diſtance; he therefore determined to ſpenda 


day leſs than he had firſt intended at Biſhop- 
Auckland ;—indeed, he more than ever 
withed the farce he had been engaged in 
was concluded. Aſtley's raillery had led 
him to reflect upon the part he had acted 
very ſeriouſly, and he now blamed himſelf 
| * ſeverely for having given into Lady 
: PP Sophia's 


rng 1 
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Sophia's plan ;—however, he thought he 
could excuſe himſelf much better to Lord 
and Lady Oakley, if his own genius was put 
to the teſt, to get off honourably, before 
the arrival of the Baronet and the Manſels; 
becauſe he reſolved to reſtore the title deeds 
of the Oakley eſtate, which were now in his 
poſſeſſion, rather than put the Earl to any 
' inconvenience, and truſt ſolely to his honour 
for the payment of the mortgages. 


They had hardly done breakfaft, and 
were juſt talking of taking a walk, when 
ſquire Bolland was announced. This was a 
title th confequential gentleman was par- 
ticularly attached to,—though very much 
exploded at preſent, even in the remoteſt 
parts of Great-Britain ;—but as it had not 
pleaſed his Majeſty to dub this gentleman, 
Sir Anthony, he did not chuſe to relinquiſh 
the ancient title his family had always been 
diſtinguiſhed by; therefore, was always 
ſtyled the *ſquire by the common people, 
quire Bolland among the ſervants of the 
| . higher 
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bigher ſort, and Plain Mr. by the ſurround- 
ing Sentry. 


IN Morey upon me!“ ſaid Mrs. Parker, 
* dare fay all the town is in arms, becauſe 
we have got viſiters of diſtinction. You 
haye no objection to ſee this little great man, 
Mr..Cleveland ?”” ' 
None in the world, my dau madam ;— 
and as it is holiday time, I really think curi- 
ofity has brought him, elſe I ſhould have 
laid his viſit to ſome complaint he had to 
make of your ſcholars.“ ' 


f Before Mrs. Parker could anſe er him, 
the great man made his appearance. He 
had been told by the old ſervant his maſter 
had company; but as the man had not en- 
tered into any further details, he preſumed 
Mr. Parker's viſiters muſt be much his in- 
Feriors ;—indeed he thought few people of 
his own rank his equals, —though he-was 
ever ready to bow down to thoſe whom rank 
r bortune foxced him to look upon as his u- 
| | periors. 
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| periors. He entered the parlour with his 
hat an, and ſoon convinced the party there 


aflembled, it was not curioſity to fee the 
ſtrangers which had brought him: he ſtrut- 
ted in; and, giving a familiar nod all round, 
faid, Ho are you this morning, Parker? 


The company had roſe upon his entrance; 


but Henry and his friend immediately took 


their ſeats again, not feeling at all diſpoſed 
to humour the pride of this arrogant man. 


« Sit ſtill, fit ſtill, good folks, (he con- 
tinued) don't let my coming in put you into 
a buſtle. I was going by, Parker, fo 1 
thought I would give you a call; indeed I 
wanted to aſk you a few queſtions. Dick . 
came home laſt night: he has been in Nor- 
thumberland, you know, for this month paſt. 
Well, he has been cracking my brains about 
young Cleveland the boy you was fo fond 
of, Parker who bore the name of Wel- 
thorpe while he was under your care —the 


| _ Nabob's grandſon, —for that is the 


L 4 title 


224 -_ MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 


title he is now diſtinguiſhed by. My recent 
acquiſition lies contiguous to the Oakley 
eſtates, within a couple of miles of the Earl 
of Oakley's old caſtle; and, do you know, 
Dick tells me, they have got it in the neigh- 
bourhood, that this very young fellow 1s 
coming down to marry the old Peer's young- 
eſt daughter. I ſuppoſe he has. long ſince 
forgot all your kindneſs towards him. 
But have you heard any thing of this in- 
tended match? or do you ſuppoſe there is 
any truth in the report? 


Mr. and Mrs. Parker both tried in vain 
to ſtop the bluſtering fellow's volubility, by 
looking firſt at him, and then at their gueſts ; 
but the ſquire did not chuſe to take the 
hint ;—for, ſtaring rudely at the two friends 

from head to foot, he ſaid, Oh, damme ! 
I never mind who I ſpeak before ;—I am for 
fair dealing—all free and above board. 
'Tell me, Parker, do you think there 1s any 
truth in this report? for Dick ſticks to it 
back and edge. 


« Though 
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« Though honoured, in many reſpects, 


Mr. Bolland, with Mr. Cleveland's: confi» 


dence, I have not yet heard he was going to 
be married.” | 
„Why does he ever write to you now, 
Parker?“ | 
« Very frequently, Sir; and alin me, 
his 3 is as unbounded as his * 
roſity.“ 
Ob, oh, Parker! I am glad he has given 
you occaſion to ſpeak 1n praiſe of the latter : 
what ! you have fingered a few of the Na- 


bob's guineas, ha! Well, the young rogue 


has been in d——n'd good luck, that is all I 
can ſay I have kicked his breech before 
now. But the impudent raſcal, at the head 
of a ſtrong party, happened to meet me 
one day during a hard froſt, and half knocked 
me on} the head with ſnowballs. I never 
forgave him that pretty trick.” 


Henry 2 Aſtley found it impoſſible to 
contain their mirth any longer, and Mr. and. 
Mrs. Parker joined in the laugh; at laſt 
io LE the 
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the old gentleman ſaid, I well remember 
the circumſtance, Mr. Bolland; and that 
you wiſhed me to flog them all round, to 
prevent the culprits from eſcaping.” 

And à d—n'd good way of adminiſter- 


ing juſtice, in my opinion,” ſaid the ſquire: 
it would have puniſhed the culpable, and 
been a warning to the innocent. ——But 
you really have not heard of this match ? [ 
am rather anxious to get at the rights of it; 


tor 1 bad fome notion of putting Dick 


upon the ranks there, the old Earl talks 

of getting a new leaſe of his title ;—and I 

ſaw this youngeft daughter, Lady Sophia, 
-about eight months ago: ſhe was then a 
d—n'd fine girl; and Dick ſaid he thought 
her a pretty little tit. She is expected at 
the caſtle, he tells me; and the d—y—1 
knows who is coming down from London 
to be preſent at the wedding ;—the old 
caſtle is undergoing a thorough ſcowering, — 
and there will be hell to pay. The two old 
fellows mean to ftart the young buck for the 


county, it is reported. — Oh! that old 
Nabob 


4 
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Nabob has got Lord Oakley blefſedly under 


his thumbs, I'll warrant you.——Do, as _ 


I tell Dick, if there is any truth in what he 
has heard, this d—n'd rich fellow will put his 
noſe out of joint. The Oakley intereſt is 
very ſtrong, and the Nabob's rupees will be 
finely ſcattered upon the occaſion, no doubt : 
however, I ſhall have no objection to give 
the young fellow a lift; I have a vote now, 
you know, for the county, and a few friends 
who will take my fide of the queſtion if 1 
requeſt them.“ 

« Very true, Sir,” {aid Mr. Parkes; and, 
in conſequence of your generous ſupport, 
Mr. Cleveland may be induced to overlook 
thoſe kicks of the breech you boaſt of .hav- 
ing given him.“ 

„But I don't mean to offer my ſupport, 
Parker ;—proffered goods, you know, always 
ſtink : no, no, he ſhall come and aſk me in 
perſon, or I will be d—n'd if I vote for him. 
Perhaps he will be for employing you as a 
go-between, Parker. Well, you know L 
never bear alice. rrrcl 
L 6 Henry, 
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Henry, who found the good old people 
were now in a very awkward predicament, 
and convinced the ſquire would ſoon learn 
Who he was in the village, ſeized this favour- 
able opportunity to diſcloſe himſelf, by ſay; 
ing. Allow me, Mr. Bolland, to anſwer 
- ſome of the queſtions you have juſt put to 
my friend Mr. Parker, which, in my preſence, 

| have rather embarraſſed him. My name is 
Henry Cleveland, and I am going to ſpend 
the Chriſtmas holidays at the Earl of Oak- 
ley's; that the world ſhould ſet me down as 

an admirer of Lady Sophia Courtenay, is 

| not to be wondered at,—a very ſhort time 
will convince you, in common with. every 
one elſe, of the fallacy of the expectations 
you ſeem to have formed reſpecting our 
marriage; nor have I any intention to repre- 
ſent either the county of Northumberland 
or any other place in the enſuing Parliament. 
Jam much too young to take upon myſelf 
ſuch an important truſt; ſeven years hence 
ill be time enough for me to think of 
| _— any part in the Britiſh Legiſlature, 
13 4 but 


* 
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but I am equally obliged to you for your : 
kind intentions in my favour ;—and as to 
our former quarrels, I am as ready to bury 
the paſt in oblivion as you ſeem to be: 1 
was moſt likely the aggreſſor, Tree 
out his band as he concluded. 


The *fquire looked tel and for ſome 
ſeconds he was not able to ſay a word; but 
took Henry's proffered hand, and at laſt 
exclaimed, * That is hearty, by God ;—lI 
love a generous hearty fellow as I love my 
tife. Why, Parker, this was unkind of you 
to let me thus be taken by ſurpriſe,” .“. 

« Nay, Mr. Bolland, that is not fair, ” ſaid 
Henry, with a ſmile ; you did not allow 
Mr. Parker time to explain himſelf, till he 
was at a loſs what to ſay between your queſ- 
tions and my preſence. I ought to have 
| ſpoke ſooner myſelf, I will allow; but, like 
Mr. Parker, I did not wiſh to break in 

upon your diſcourſe,” 


„Oh! I run on like a fool, I Kwon: Mr. | 


Cleveland, vt what did not t ancern me; 
but i 


— 
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but Dick had filled. my head with ſuch a 

| parcel of ftories (half of his own invention, 
- FI dare: fay), and I was anxious to hear his 

report confirmed or contradicted But 1 

hope, Mr. Cleveland, you and that young 


* _ gentleman will favour; me with your com- 


pany to tea and ſupper ;—you and your 
dame; Parker, will join the party. Mrs. 
Bolland will be very happy to fee you, Mr. 
Cleveland; and Richard will rejoice to renew 
his former acquaintance with you.” 


Henry begged leave to decline this polite 
invitation ; Mr. and Mrs. Parker, of courſe, 
followed bis example ;—therefore, the great 
man, who had mechanically taken off his 
hat 'the inſtant Henry had mentioned his 
name, now made his exit with infinitely 

more humility and politeneſs than he had 
his entre. : had 


As ſoon as he was out of hearing, they 
all gave a looſe to their mirth. His ſon's 
report was deemed totally fabulous by both 
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Mr. and Mrs Parker; and Henry attributed 
his ſtories to the mere goſſipping chit chat 
of a few meddling families in the neigibour- 
hood of Oakley Caſtle, who wiſhed to per- 
ſuade all their acquaintance they were upon 
an intimate footing in the Earl's family; 
therefore married his children, and ſettled 
his domeſtic arrangements according to 


their own ideas. 


cc Well, I only hope the proud fellow will 
learn a little manners from his ſuperiors,” 
faid Mrs. Parker, and not come into a 
room with his hat on, as if he was King 
George, and no one worthy to wipe his 
fhoes; but he is gone home charmingly 
humbled. His ton, indeed, to talk of mar- 
Tying a Lady]! I ſhould have thought old. 
Joe, our footman, was as likely to have put 
himſelf upon the ranks, as he calls it“ 


Her remarks amuſed Henry and Aſtley 
exceſſively ; and the time ſoon ſlipped away 


the former had reſolved to ſpend at Biſhop- 
| Auckland; 
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Auckland; and, on the twenty-third of 


December, as ſoon as breakfaſt was over, 


| 
| 
es 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the two friends parted from this amfable 


couple, and took the road to Oakley Caſtle. 


C HAP. XIII. 


Hex RY's ſpirits varied very often during 
their ſhort journey, — for the caſtle was net 


more than fifty miles from Biſhop-Auckland. 


Aſtley rallied him very much the whole way; 
and prognoſticated, the concluſion of his 


amours would be a fpecial licence and a 
_ clergyman... They. got on faſter than they 


e arrived at Alnwick between three 


and 
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and four, where they dined and dreſſed ; * 
and, about ſeven o'clock, ſet out for 
this ancient ſeat. As there was little . 
fear of the family being from home, and 
Henry did not wiſſr to occaſion a buſtle; 
he did not ſend a ſervant forward ; the road 
laid acroſs the country, and was but very - 
indifferent, and both the friends agreed, that 
day light would have been far preferable for 
this part of their journey. About half 
paſt eight, they turned into a very fine park: 
the porter who opened the gate aſked no 
queſtions; and the poſt-boys, willing to 
make up for the ſlow progreſs they had been 
able to make during the ftage, gallopped 
full ſpeed towards the houſe, and ſtopped 
in a very large paved court cloſe to the prin- 
cipal entrance of the caſtle. One of the 
ſervants was going to ring at a large bell; 
but the opening of the great doors ſaved 
him the trouble. | 


The rattle of the carriage. has given 
the alarm,” ſaid Henry: *I proteſt my 
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heart ſinks as the moment of introduction 
+ — | | 


While he was ſpeaking, a ſervant in the 
Oakley livery preſented himſelf at the door 


of the carriage, and another out of livery re- 


mained upon the ſteps with a candle in his 
band. They each looked ſurpriſed; and 
Henry ſaid, We were certainly not ex- 
pected this evening, — and 1 heartily yo 
now I had not 2 ts) Journey.“ 


ſth of his ſervants let down the ſtep of 
the carriage; and Aſtley deſired him, in a 
gay tone, to take courage —he ſpoke in 
French. You a ſoldier, Harry, and afraid 
to face the enemy ! for ſhame ! rouſe your 


b ſpirits,—you will ſoon know your fate.“ 


muſt proceed, at all events,” ſaid 
Henry, in the ſame language, alighting 
while he ſpoke ; I cannot now retreat.” 


Lord Oakley's footman had retreated up 
the ſteps, and now ſtood by his fellow ſer- 
= vant 
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vant in ſilent wonder and amaze, apparent - 
ly; however, both bowed very reſpectfully to 
Henry as he advanced towards them, ſaying, 
Lord and Lady Qakley are at home, I 
preſume ? 
« Yes, Sir,” -{azd one, un them into 
the middle of a large, gloomy, old faſhioned 
hall. where he made a full ſtop; and, looking 
at the ſtrangers, ſaid, Pray, whom am I 
ito announce, gentlemen?“ 
' I don't think Lady Sophia has cached | 
the caſtle yet,” {aid Henry, again addrefling 
Aſtley in French, before he anlwered the 
ſervant; © in that caſe what ſhall I ſay, or 
ho am I to at?” Then ſeeing the man 
waited his reply, faid, in a peeviſh tone, 5 
„ Mr. Aftley and Mr. Cleveland, my 
friend.” Ul 


The ſervant pauſed for a few ſeconds, as 
if ſtill liſtening, or trying to recollect him- 
ſelf, which made them both conclude the 


fellow was deaf, and had not underſtood 4 


what 


— 
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what Henry ſaid, yet afraid to repeat his 
- queſtion,—as he walked on, and opened a : 
large pair of folding doors, which led into a 


. | wide lofty paſſage, lit by an old-faſhioned | 
- gilt lanthorn, which only ſerved to render 


- the gloom more. viſible. About the middle, 


the man opened a door which led into a 


ſpacious drawing room; in which they in- 
ſtantly perceived an excellent wood fire, 
which reminded Henry of France,—for it 
was the firſt he had ſeen in England. Their 
conducter, as ſoon as he had flung open the 
door, ſaid aloud, The Mr. Aſtleys.“ 
The old fellow is as deaf as a poſt,” ſaid 
Aſtley, in a whiſper,—while they heard a 
voice from within the room thus addreſs the 
ſervant: Who did you ſay, Brown ?” 

The Mr. Aſtleys, my Lord.“ | 


This informed the friends who was ſpeak- 
ing.— The Earl oo ſaid, Very well; ſhew 
5 the gentlemen 1 in.” 


The 
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The man retreated to make way for them; 
and they advanced into the room. The 
party they were going to join were at the other 
end of the apartment, near the fire, aſſem- 
bled round two card tables. To the right 
of the chimney, moſt in ſight of the door, 
in a high old-faſhioned elbow. chair, ſat an 
elderly man, about ſixty, who wore a dark- 
brown ſcratch wig, and was in other reſpects | 
very plainly dreſſed: he perfectly anſwered 
the deſcription Sir William had given Henry 
of Lord Oakley, and was no other than the 
Peer himſelf. A pair of crutches ſtood by | 
the fide of his chair; on his right ſat Lady 
Sophia Courtenay, very elegantly drefled ; ' 
on his leſt, a venerable-looking divine; and 
facing the Peer, with his back towards the 
ſtrangers, ſat a young man, dreſſed in the 
very extent of the reigning faſhion ; on the 
other ſide of the chimney fat a lady about 
fifty, whoſe age and features convinced Henry 
ſhe was the mother of the Ladies Almeria 
and Sophia; and 0 her Ladyſhip, ſat 

| | ay * ; 
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a voung clergyman a backgammon board 
ſteod upon the table before them. 2 


Theſe evidently unexpected viſiters had 
deranged the whole party. Lord Oakley, 
with a wrinkled brow and lengthened face, 
not very expreſſive of a hearty welcome, put 
his two hands upon the card table before 
him, and raiſed himſelf by degrees; then 

leaned forward over it to take a ſurvey of 
theſe new comers. Lady Sophia, who had 
* roſe almoſt inſtantaneouſly the moment ſhe 
had heard the name of Aſtley, as ſuddenly 
took her ſeat again when ſhe caught ſight of 
Henry, who was rather before his friend. 
A viſible-change took place in every feature: 
her eves were lowered, her colour forſook her 
blooming checks, and ſhe ſeemed ready to 
ſink through the floor. 


Henry was riveted to the ſpot where he 
ſtood, and inſtantly gueſſed the ſcheme had 
failed; as he ſaw/ no one preſent at all reſem- 
bled the deſcription ſhe had given him of 

; the 


- 


7 
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the Wilsford family; he therefore preſumed 
they had refuſed to accompany her to the 
caſtle, Aſtley's prognoſtics all ruſhed upon 
his mind; and, angry to find himſelf thus 
the dupe, as he imagined, of an artful wo- 
man, he ſaid, in an impatient tone, To what 
am I to attribute thus ſtrange reception, Lady 
Sophia?“ 1 


Her Ladyſhip ſtarted at the ſound of his 
voice, gave a half turn upon her chair, and; 
laying one hand upon the back, leaned her 
head upon it. 


The old Earl, whoſe face denoted incrca- 
ung wonder and aſtoniſhment every ſuccęeed- 
ing moment, took a pocket handkerchief 
which was hanging upon the arm of his 
chair, and wiped his eyes to take another 
and better ſurrey of theſe ſtrangers; and, 
to all appearance, unwelcome intruders. 
They were very fine fellows, he thought, 
particularly the one who had addreſſed his 


daughter; and looked the gentlemen; hut 
| he 
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be did not recollect the name; and they 


ſieemed as much aſtoniſhed (though he 
could not tell at what) as himſelf. He 
looked at Lady Sophia for an explanation of 

| thus ſtrange viſit, and then at Lady Oakley, 
who had caught the general complaint, and 


could only gaze in ſilence at the new 
comers. | 


Henry, now exceſſively piqued, ſaid, „ If 


I may judge from appearances, Lady Sophia, 


I am both an unwelcome and unexpected. 


gueſt, though I undertook this journey by 
your deſire, and have, as nearly as poſſible, 
conformed in every reſpect to your wiſhes, 


and, in ſome reſpects, Oy to wy on 


Jud ame nt.“ 


Lady SSphia g gare another; hitch. upon 
her chair, and now fairly .. her back 


upon all the er. 


Lord Oakley, 5 temper, very much 
ſoured by the gout, was ternbly ruffled, 
. growled 


1 
. 
1 


It 


bud 
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| a; for it could hardly be termed 


ſpeaking, What the-deuce : but, before he 
could finiſh his phraſe,” his ternfied daughter 
ſtarted up, and caught hold of his chair far 
ſupport ; and, as ſhe raiſed her eyes in- 
voluntarily, they again met thoſe of Henry, 
which were full upon her. Had they poſſeſ- 
fed the power of a Baliliſk, they eould not 
have had a more inſtantancous effect. She 
ſhrunk from his gaze, and retreated: . 
| the back of the Earl's chair. 


| — blood?” eailiimadithe 
i paſſionate peer, * what ails the girl f where 
is ſhe going? what are you afraid of? who - 
W eee ee ene, 
e | 


. 


Lady Sophia made no anſwer wes 
rious queſtions. Lord. Oakley waited a fem 
ſeronds: with tolerable patience ; then fad, 
in a louder key, I fuppeſe Fam tobekept 
in this ſuſpenſe all night: for God's ſake, 
d VOL. 11. M gentlemen, 


»” — 
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gentlemen, who are you? for the dv 
fetch me if I know, or ſeem likely to diſ- 
cover what has procured me the honour of 
this viſit, which is as unexpected as it is 

ſtrange. Who did og come __ N pray 
| + remand 3 


As the peer looked at Henry as he fpoke, 
and ſcemed to pauſe for his anſwer, he ſaid, 
in a very cool, though baughty: tone, I 

came upon a viſit to Lord Oakley, whom, 1 
' preſume, I have the honour of addreſſing, 
and mult fay; I expected to meet at leaſt with 
a more polite, if not a more cordial reception; 
but, as I find my entrance has deranged the 
whole company, I will atone for my im- 
pertinence, by withdrawing immediately.— 
I wiſh your lordſhip, and every one preſent, 
à very good night; bowing as he concluded, 
and turning upon bis heel.“ Hold, hold, 
gentlemen !”' (exclaimed the peer), . one 
moment, if you pleaſe; let me know who 


| en before we part i! 


« ] 
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I refer your lordſhip to Lady Sophia, 
ſaid Henry ; though, I am as much at a 
loſs as your "IU can be, t to account . 
her beine 12 0. { 


The Earl "EY ruck with kad oils 8 
FR he caught hold of his right hand 


crutch; and, before the two friends could 


leave the room, ſaid, Not ſo faſt, I intreat, 
young gentlemen: and, as they made a 
momentary ſtop, he hobbled paſt them, and 
ſat his back againſt the door, ſupporting 
himſelf by his crutch.—“ There, gentle- 
men,” ſaid he, with an air of triumph, «now 
I chuſe to have this myſtery unravelled.” 
Then fixing his eyes upon Henry, who 
ſtood neareſt him, You ſeem offended, 


young" man; but that won't prevent me 
from inquiring what induced you to viſit 
Oakley Caſtle. + I never ſaw either you or 


your companion before; and you may both 
have dropt from the ſkies, for any thing I = 


know to the contrary. My daughter acts 


M2 | like 
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like a fool, and your anger may be very juſt- | 
excited; but you muſt excuſe my re- 
peating my queſtion of, who ate you? 

- + FS micht endeavour to impoſe upon 
your lordſh'p's credulity,” ſaid Henry ;— 

therefore muſt beg leave to refer ou ance 
More to your daughter, who can ſatisfy your 
curioſity, if the chuſes. I can't ſay I ex- 
pected to have been called to an account in 
this manner; therefore I intreat your lord- 
chip would: allow us to depart ; we came 
with no bad intentions, I give you my: word 
of honour; but Fam not inclined, juſt now, 
to anſwer croſs queſtions ; nor will I be kept 
in any man's houſe to be inſulted, except * | 
main force. 

« By G- d I like your ſpirit,” ſaid the 

Carl, be you who you may. Then look - 
ing at the ſervant, who had ſnhewn the gen- 
tlemen in, and was waiting to. feb chaine; 
What did theſe gentlemen ſay their names 
were, Brown; or rather, whom did you an- 
nounce . 


1 „1 


4 wy w- * 
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«] hardly know, my Lord, whether I per- 
ſectly underſtood what was meant: I did 
not like to ſeem mn but I thought 


that gentleman, looking at Henry, (aid 
Mr. Aſtleys to Mr. Cleveland.“ | 


Henry was exceſſvely puzzled to gueſs ; 
what the fellow meant; while Lord Oak - 


| ley, looking at the faſhionable gentleman, 


who made the fourth at his card table, faid, 
„Why, Mr. Cleveland?“ —It has been re- 
marked, the perſon thus addreſſed fat with his 


back to the door, and his cutioſity had not 


been ſufficiently - raiſed by the entrance of 


theſe viſiters to induce hum to turn his head; 
though, during the buſtle and confuſion, 


he had roſe from his chair, and now ſtood 
facing the fire. His. lordſhip, thinking he 
had ſaid enough, made another pauſe ; hut: 


in a few ſeconds, thus went on:“ WBI. . 5 


how the d—y—] d—d odd.” 


Aſtley now fixed his eyes upon the gentle- 
man, whorefuſed to face about; while the Earl, 
M 3 having 
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having advanced as far as the card-table, 


5 a haſty loud tone, as if addreſſing one 


deaf, Why don't you turn about, Mr. 
_ Clevtand; - thefe are friends of yours, it 
ſeems, though not very intimate ones, or you 
would have known them ſooner: for God's 
fake clear 155 this N Piece of 

buſirieſs." MAL SDL 


* * . 4 


11 now \elitge pretty 52 0 to both n 
Fe Aſtley, that this gentleman, whoever he 
was, paſſed for Mr. Cleveland at the caſtle, 
and hefe lay the myſtery they were not able 
to fathom ; of courſe their eyes were once 
more turned upon Lord and Lady Oakley, 
who they found had been taken in: but the 
farce was not concluded; the gentleman ſtill 


fremained fixed as a ſtatus ; till Lord Oak- 


ley, having loft all patience, took two of his 
beſt ſtrides, ſupported himſelf with his crutch 
in one hand, and, with the other, ſeized the 
ſmart buck by the ſhoulder, and fairly 
turned him round, faying, Pray ſce, Sir, if 


EY are ends of 1 31 
> 701721 104 «« Captain 
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* „Captain Grey! I declare,” aid Aſtley; 
the moment he caught ſight of his face, 
while Henry ſtood Wochen with ſurpriſe; 
* why how came you here; you ſeem as 1 
you were alſo troybled with a ſhort memory; 
have yer no recollection of Wm; Pe TE 
The Earl“ aſtoniſhment now mbte tt 
equalled Henry's, and, for about ten ſeconds, 
the moſt profound ſilenee prevailed, when 
the old peer, ſtamping his erutch, ſaid; 
* Death and fury, , what do you meant. 


„What I ſaid, my Jorg,” aid alley; 
« you ought beſt to know, how Captain 
Grey came to be at Oakley Caſtle, and for 
what purpoſe he has aſſumed my friend's 
name,“ turning to Henry. Lord Oakley never 
ſtood fo upright in his life, as at that moment. 
He placed his two hands upon the top of 
his crutch, and remained fixed to the ſpot, 
ſeemed trying to ſpeak, as his lips quivered 
M 4 and 


*% 
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. and his eyes were rivetted upon Henry. At 
laſt he gave a deep ſigh, and was able to ar- 
ticulate, Heaven defend me ;” but his paſ- 
ſion, riſing as his wonder abated, he exclaim- 
ed, in a furious tone, Perdit ion ſeize the 
villain, I have been finely duped indeed; 
_ flinging his crutch with all his might to the 
other end of the room, and catching hold of 
a chair to ſupport himſelf, unknowing what 
he did ; but finding he could not move, he 
called to the ſervant, ſaying, Don't you 
ſee I can't ſtir, you ſtupid hound.” | 


The man haſtened to reſtore the crptch, 
which was iaſtantly raiſed againſt him. His 


-  lopdfhipwas at a loſs juſt then to know who 


to wreak his vengeance upon. Henry im- 
mediately interfered, ſaying, © The ſervant's 
miſtake was very eaſily accounted for: he 
could not ſuppoſe he was to announce a 20 
ſon he thought was in the houſe.” 
I)he man bowed to Henry, and ſaid, It 
was moſt certainly that idea had made him 
commit ſo groſs a blunder.“ 


(66 And 
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And now, Captain Grey,” faid Henry,. 


. advancing towards him, what induced you 
thus baſely to impoſe upon this noble fa» 
mily, and to aſſume my name, to in on 
your fraudulent ſchemes ?” - 

« | have not diſgraced it,” ſaid Grey; hh 
an impudent look; © nor ſhould I have low-. 
ered myſelf fo far as to have made uſe of it, 
but with a view to eradicate ſome prejudices 
Lord Oakley entertained, I have been in- 
formed, againſt men of my profeſſion ; but 
tet me adviſe you, Mr. Cleveland, not to 
give yourſelf too many airs, leſt I n be 
tempted to turn evidence againſt you.“ 85 

« Explaia yourſelf this inſtant hf fa 
Henry, © elſe by Heaven 

Grey interrupted him with an ironical 
ſneer, ſaying. What, you don't reliſh my 
inſinuation? 
I ſhould be buen forget myſelf before 
theſe ladies,” ſaid Henry. Had you ſaid 
half as much in any other place“ 

« Oh! I am not very eaſily intimidated, 
young man,” ſaid Grey; I know how to 
chaſtiſe inſolent accomplices.”? 

M „ The 


MYSTERIOUS WIE. 


12 more than Henry could bear; 
10 fung down his hat, caught Grey in his 
arms, and haſtened with him towards the 
fire; Lord Oakley, perceiving what his in- 
tentions were, not only hurried out of the 
way himſelf, but, in his buſtle, nearly over- 

ſet one of the clergymen, calling out, Make 
way make way—that's right make a fire 
of the raſcãl burn him to a cinder. © My 
dear fellow, I _ — in x holding wich 0 
r urN e 0 


oth: bad wy elected his REY 
ahen” he found his progreſs impeded, by 
ſome one holding him by the ſkirts of his 
coat. It was the other clergyman, who had 
ſprung forward, and entreated him to ſpare 
the victim. Thus reſtrained, he made an 
effort to diſengage himſelf, and flung the 
8 with all his might, upon the mar- 
ble hearth, which made "OP INGO: in we 
room e 1 40 2 


61 Fa: , gi ES a p | There, 
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9 There, villain, ſaid Henry,“ if L hays | 
broke every bone in your en it is no more 
than you deſerve “. J d ren 
Lord Oakley, who had N from, pr ug 
ciara clergyman, caught hold of Henry's 
hand, as he was returning from the fire, ſay» 
'vg, « The deuce take thoſe officious fellows! 
| how I ſhould have gloried ia ſeeing the raſ: 
cal in a blaze; but he ſhall not eſcape yet; 
I will hang him, and give bim to my dogs ʒ 
that is all ſuch worthleſs wretches are good 
for: but, my dear young friend, how can. J 
excuſe myſelf for the ſcandalous treatment Fa: 
you have met with this evening in my houſe; | 
but allow me to explain, as far as lies in my 
dn. the reaſons of my ſhameful, ow 
viour.“ 
1 muſt entreat ſds nt _—_ make 
no apologies,” ſaid Henry; © nor does there 
need any further explanation. I am afraid I 1 
have, in ſome meaſure, though very inno- 
cently, been acceſſary in deceiving vou 
Indeed I have my doubts whether or not 
1 Sophia has not been as moch the dupe 
(SL M6 - +4620 
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of Captain Gizy, as he has endeavoured to 
make your lordſhip. I only hope the cere- 
mony has not yet taken place? If ſhe is 
that can poſſibly be; for one bed has ſerved 
them both ever fince they have been here : 


but now let me entreat you would be 


| feated,” faid the Earl; 


I bluſh even now 
to think of my paſt behaviour to you and 
your friend.” 
Henry bowed, and ſaid, « Firſt Mon me, 
my lord, to introduce my friend, Mr. Aſtley, 
ſecond fon to Lord Mowbray.” 
And 1 have only to entreat, Sir,” ſa'd 
the Earl, « you would follow the example of 
your generous friend, and place my ſtrange 
reception to its proper account. Mr. Aſtley 

- bowed, and the Earl continued.—“ That I 
ſhould ever allow myſelf to have been thus 
deceived and miſled by a couple of but 


no matter; vengeance is ſweet.” —He ſtop- 


ped ſuddenly, and looking at the ſervant, 
who ſtill remained in the room near the 
aw; ſaid, * Have you neither eyes nor ears, 

. 15 fellow; ; 
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fellow; or have you been ee out * 
yo e ſenſes 2155. e 


Chairs were  inherietiiately ind) and 
Henry and Aſtley took poſſeſſiom of them. 
Captain Grey, the moment he had recovered 
his legs, had retreated from the fire, and 
was converſing, in a very low voice, witng 
Lady Sophia, who ſtill ſtood leaning againſt 
the back of the chair her father had riſen 
from, and was now in tears. Lady Oakley 
was much to be pitied; ſhe looked firſt at 
her daughter, then at her huſband :—her 
countenance ſufficiently expreſſed the agita- 

tion of her mind: the clergyman had - 
treated into the back ground ; and the Earl, 
after wiping his face, turned to Henry, ſay- 
ing., When I have alledged every thing I 
have to offer in my own defence, Mr. Cleve- 
land, you muſt think me a d- d old fool 
to allow n to be duped in ſo groſs a 
manner.” 

« Before your lordſhip baden any fur 


ther,” ſaid Henry, I muſt entreat you 
would 
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wo id hear what Captain Grey has to ay: 
he has threatened me with becoming evi 
dence againſt me; addreſſed me as being 
an accomplice in his baſe plot: it is there- 
fore perfectly right you ſhould know how 


far I was concerned in the deception that has 


been practiſed upon you.” Can you ſuppoſe, 
Mr. Cleveland, I paid any attention to the in- 


ſinuations of ſuch a ſcoundrel ? your behas 


viour would have convinced me of your in- 
nocence, had I entertained any of the doubts 
vou ſuppoſe, which, believe me, is very far 
_ from being the caſe.” | 

_-- +] defy Mr. Cleveland to 1 he was not 
in the ſecret,” faid Grey.“ 

. ++ Thus called upon, * Sophia? aid | 
8 « you muſt excuſe me if I explain 
every thing that has paſſed between us.. 
Hle then, turning to the attentive Eatl, 
related, in a few words, and as near as he 
could recollect, what Lady Sophia had faid 
to him, and how he had been induced, verp 5 

unintentionally, to favour Captain Grey's 
r nung by aſuring the Earl, he 
2 4 5 h - fully 


i 
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fully expected to have met the Earl of Willf- 
ford at the caſtle, and proteſting he ſhould: 
never forgive himſelf for having allowed his 
wiſh to oblige Lady Sophia, to induce him to 
connive at carrying on a deception, which had 
ended ſo very contrary to his expectations.“ 
Jou acted like a man of honour, Mr. 
Cleveland, and was as much the dupe of this 
young jade's villainous ſchemes as I have 
been, ſaid the peer; no blame can fall 
to your ſhare; the artful ſlut excited your 
compaſſion almoſt againſt your will; drew 
you on much greater lengths than you at: 
firſt intended; but Sir William's letters per- 
fectly acquit you of any wiſh to deceive 
either him or me; he wrote me word, you 
were not ſo much in love as he could have 
wihed, and always referred him, when he 
hinted at this marriage he was ſo bent upon, 
to my beautiful daughter; declaring, you 
meant to be guided wholly by _ you 
could not ſpeak plainer,” + + ww 


Lady 


— a 
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Lady Sophia, who ſtood in the ſame 
poltune ine had done ſince ſhe roſe from her 
ſeat, now raifed her head, and ſaid, in an 
audible whiſper, Mr. Cleveland is per- 
fectly innocent as to the deception I have 
been guilty of: what he has juſt related is 
ſtrictly true; he frequently preſſed me to act 
more openly with him, and often aſſured me, 
he would rather incur the diſpleaſure of both 
Sir William and you, my Lord, than deceive 
you into a belief your wiſhes met his appro- 
bation; therefore I did not put him into 
my confidence — fearful— 


Grey touched her arm — ſhe pauſed, and 
eee at a loſs what to ſay. 


i" Whas you have got the din at your 
elbow, like Eve of old? ſaid the Earl.” 


2, She ſeemed deeply hurt by the reflection, 
and raifing her voice, thus proceeded :— 


* 
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« [| deceived Mr. Manſel and my ſiſter, as 
well as Mr. Cleveland, reſpecting my uncle, 
to whom I never even wrote—a taſk which - 
was referred to me by Lady Almeria; but, 
to delude Mr. Cleveland, I accompanied him 
to the very road which turns off to Willsford 
houſe, and there we parted, he preſuming 
the intended match would be broken off, as 
I gave him to underſtand it would, by the 
interference of Lord Willsford ; though he 
repeatedly aſſured me, he would rather have 
taken all the conſequences of diſobliging Sir 
William upon himſelf, than have carried on. 
the farce I had engaged him 1n n | 
the 3 it had gone.“ 


As ſhe now ceaſed 8 Henry faid, 
« I feel myſelf very much obliged to your. 
ladyſhip for this candid explanation, as I 
certainly was merely actuated by a defire to 
ſerve you. I only wiſh I had ſucceeded in 
any other manner, and had never allowed 
myſelf to be engaged in promoting a ſcheme 
8 | your 


- 


%. 
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your ladyſhip muſt excuſe = raking he 


liberty toGifapprove,”? = : 
Fou acted with the beſt "I Fr 7 


friendly/intentions, Mr. Cleveland,” faid the 
Earl. And as for this deceitful jade, all 
her plots will end'in her own miſery ; -but, 


Sir William; is he coming down? Iam ſtill 


in a wilderneſs. When I left town, my 


lord, it was my grandfather's, Lady Almeria's, 


and Mr. Manſel's intention to have ſet out 
for this place as yeſterday. I have not heard 
from Sir William ſince we parted, but pre- 


ſume reer n won to-morrow even» 


* 


en b. Sans bef | ood e. 


e And what J ſhall- ay (0 bin bon! be: 


| goes come, God above knows,” ſaid the Earl. 


This has been a moſt villainous deep laid 
ſcheme, and I have no doubt they had: ſome 
glorious plan ſtill to execute, had they been 
ee opp for. their talents.” 


#F =X® 
* 


+ Seating hold of one of his ona _ 


4 looking round him then muttering be- 


tween his teeth ( With what pleaſure could 
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1 uf the world of two ſuch worthleſs beings ! 
E ſhall go mad if I allow myſelf time to re- 
fle& : they have been here three ay eme 
in a very handſome travelling poſt chaiſe, or- 
namented with Sir William's coat of arms, 

and attended by two footmen in your livery,” | 
Mr. . Cleveland—the one; a raſcal, my pre- 
cious daughter took to London with her, the 
fon of a tenant of mine; and her own maid, 
whom we have known from a child, was alfo' 
in this -abominable plot: how they have 
been rewarded, or what promiſes have been 
made to induce them to give into this vil 

lainous ſcheme, I cannot foreſee; but time, F 

ſuppoſe, will diſcover all. They were ſo nell 
tutored, that their ſtories exactly taled. MN | 
They were briefly this :—that a ſpecial 5 

cence had been procured, which it was in⸗ 

tended to bring down to the caſtle, that the 
ceremony might have been performed” the 
very evening of their arrival a plan Sir Wil- 
Ham was certain would meet with mine and 

Lady Oakley's approbation; but, to their 
inexpreſſible ſorrow, ſix days ago the Baronet 
was 
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was "EY exceedingly : ill; a ſort of paralytic 


: ſtroke, it was feared; and he earneſtly de- 


fired, as ſoon as he recovered his ſenſes, the 


— 


ceremony might take place immediately, 
fearful he ſhould not live to ſee it performed, 
if it was deferred another day ; of courſe 
they complied with ſo pathetic a requeſt, de- 
hvered at ſuch a moment. They ſigned the 
marriage articles, which were already pre- 
pared,. as the trifling alterations requiſite 
were very ſoon made; they were then united 
5 in the Baronet's preſence, by the ſide of his 
bed. From that moment he began to mend, 

and the next morning -he found himſelf fo 
much recovered, that he allowed them to 
ſet off to receive Lady Oakley's and my bleſ- 
ſing, which was n hes upon their 
arrival. | 


| Here the Earl made a full pauſe, 60 with 
2 look, if poſſible more expreſſive than his 
words, faid, And thus ſolemnly do I revoke 
that bleſſing, and change it into a curſe. — 
+: SIS 467+: 
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May they be ten times more miſerable 
than they have endeavoured to make me. 
They were to have left the caſtle early to- 
morrow morning, owing to a letter the raſcal 


received this very day, which informed him 


Sir William had had a relapſe, and wiſhed 
to ſee both him and his wife unmediately.- 
I now fee through their intentions: they 
vViſbed to ſet off before your arrival, gentle 
men; but, as you were not troubled” with 
any of their fears, and as I can ſuppeſe you 
in particular, Mr. Cleveland, was anxious to 
bring matters to a concluſion, did not at- 
tend to the laſt inſtructions you received. 
capable of real duplicity yourſelf, you little 
thought what a mine your unexpected ar. 
rival would ſpring ; thus. they have been 
caught in their own-' ſnare, ' I own I was 
ſtrangely diſappointed when this puppy made 
his appearance; for Almeria had taught 
me to expect one of the moſt elegant young 
men of the age, in the preſent Mr. Cleve» 
land; and I muſt ſay ſhe was perfectly right: 

but 
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but that worthleſs raſcal's manners are thoſe 
of an ignorant, prating, impudent coxcomb ; 
but be thought, and very truly, he could 
eaſily take in an old fool like me. I have 
lived out of the world ſo long, I thought 
what I might imagine elegant manners, were 
now exploded; though the precautions they 
took might have ſtaggered a wiſer perſon 
than myſelf. The arms upon the carriage — 
very g the ſervants hey had taken every 
meaſure, in ſhort, to deceive the d v—1 


155 himſelf. Among other things, the raſcal 


ports a very magnificent gold watch, ſet 
Found with large brilliants, with the Cleve- 
land creſt upon it. Vou perceive, therefore, 
my young friend, they ſpared no pains to 
deceive us both, and prevent our forming 


any ſuſpicions ; ; and, much as I was diſap- 


pointed in the man, I ſtill. wiſhed to treat 
Sir Wilham Cleveland's grandſon with the 
- utmoſt politeneſs ;. though I muſt ſay I had 
ſome difficulty; to conceal: my diſlike for the 
wretch, As to how. they raiſed the money 
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to kinks different purchaſes, I have enu- 
merated, or who the villain really is, I don't 


yet know; ſome needy ſcoundrel though, no 


doubt; but the carriage ſtruck me as being 

ſuitable to Sir William Cleveland's heir, and 
| helped more than any thing to take of any ſuſ- 

ſpicions their incoherent, ſtories an other- 
wiſe have cauſed i in my mind.“ 


H. enry ES Sas explained N they 


came in poſſeſſion of both the a 906 


teh. 


” Upon my ſou], I begin to think | they 


were aſſiſted by ſome ſupernatural power,” 
ſaid the'Earl.—< As tor the girl, ſhe ſeems 
to have loſt all ſenſe of honour and decency, 
I might, in time, have forgiven her running 
away with that deſpicable puppy; but while 


have breath, I will never pardon; ſo baſe 4 


: trick.” The elder clergyman hoped his lord- 
ſhip would remember . Lady Sophia was his 


daughter That ee crime, nmy - - 


eyes. 


4 
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eyes, Doctor (ſaid the Earl), and your inter- 
. ceffions. will be of no avail in the preſent 
inſ tance | 9 | 8 | ; "on "og | 


* 


This quite filenced the officious mediator. 
Grey, who had pulled the watch out of 
his pocket with an intention to reſtore it to 
Henry the moment it was mentioned, now 
advanced with it in his hand, and, in a moſt 
inſolent tone, and ſtill more provoking look, 
ſaid, Here, Mr. Cleveland, take your 
watch, which Lady Sophia and en meant 
to have returned with the carriage.” 
That is a d- d lie, no doubt,“ ſaid 

the Earl.—* An't you of my opinion, Mr. 
Cleveland * 


Henry, whoſe temper was once more ruf. 
fled by Grey's addreſs and impudent look, 
without anſwering the Earl, roſe very calmly 


from his chair to take the watch, which was 
preſented with the chain hanging down; and 
Henry took it at the full extent, the ſeals in 
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his hand ; and the moment Grey let it-go, 
with a look fully expreſſive of his contempt, 
and with the full force of his arm, he levelled 
the unfortunate trinket at the Captain's 
head, who fo little expected ſuch a falute, 
which came with no ſmall degree of violence, 
that he actually ſtaggered back a few paces, * 
and the blood ſoon flowed from his left teinple. 

As for the watch, it flew into a hundred 
pieces, and to all parts of the room; and the 

chain, which ſtill remained in Henry's hand, 


he now flung in his face. 


The Captain's worksl countenance, while 
he clapt his hand to the ſide of his head, was 
wow ludicrous. 


Lord Oakley was ſo delighted, that he 
jumped up without his crutch, and caught - 
Henry by the hand once more, faying, 
* Bravely done, by Jove. I hope that watch 
will tick in the wretch's cars as long as he 
lives.“ 


% 


1447 II, N The 
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The two clergymen ſtood looking at each 
other, putting their hands to their heads in 
turns, as if they felt part of the pain; and 


ES Aſtley ſat trying t to ſtifle his mirth. 


Lord Oakley, who ſtood ſtill, holding 
Henry's hand, with his eyes fixed upon 
Grey, gave a ſudden ſtart, as if ſomething 
bad.darted acroſs his mind, ſaying, © I ſee 
through every thing now, and why your 
name has been thus ſhamefully employed, 
my young friend. Here, you ſwindling 
raſcal you Captain Grey, return me that 

draft I gave you this morning for twenty 
thouſand pounds. I need not tell you for 
u hom this money was intended, Mr. Cleve- 
land, it was the ſum agreed upon between 


Sir William and myſelf, and was to be paid 


into your hands on your wedding day. Did 
you hear, raſcal, return it this moment, or 
by Heaven I will ſoon put a ſtop to it.“ 
The Captain, ſtill holding his handker- 
chief to his face, faid, « I don't think it 
- would be prudent to comply with your withes 
3 in 
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in your preſent temper, my lord. I hope, 
when you know who I really am, you will be 
perfectly reconciled to me and your N 
daughter. 

Never, by Heaven,” ſaid the 3 a 
« never will I forgive either of you; fo re- 
turn me the draft you cheated me of.” 

« I ſent it by the poſt almoſt as ſoon as I 
received it, my lord,” ſaid Grey; “ therefore 
it is not in my power to oblige you, were Io 
inclined.” | 

« 'Tis falſe, villain,” ſaid the Fail ; "66 you | 
would not have truſted any thing of ſuch 
value out of your own hands, after the baſe 
method you took to obtain it. All raſcals 
are ſuſpicious; the draft was drawn to bearer, 
by your own deſire. Your friends- are no 
doubt of your own ſtamp ;—you would not 
dare to truſt each other, I ſee now why you 
objected to the note being draw n, payable to 
you or order.“ 
1 N did not chuſe to ſign Mr. 
Cleveland's name, my lord, which I merely 
e borrowed 


268 MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 


borrowed to obtain your friendſhip, before 1 
made myſelf known to you.” 
And by G—d, if it had not been for 
* that name you have ſo ſhamefully ditgraced, * 
ſaid the Earl, I ſhould have kicked you 
out of my houſe before this time; but rather 
than not have got poſſeſſion of the draft, you 
would have run any riſk, though you evi- 
dently had the gallows before your eyes all 
the time; and I vow 1 ſhould glory in hear- 


ing you came to ſo ſhameful an end. But, 


once for all, do you chuſe to return me this 


draft? 
It is not in my power, my lord. = 
Ring the bell, Price,” ſaid the Earl, 


| addreſſi ug the younger — 


: "His jordſhip was inſtantly obeyed ; and 
the ſervant, who had ſhewn Henry and _ 


in, made his appearance. 


* 


Pen, ink, and paper, this moment,” Ala | 
9 22 Earl.” 5 


The 


looks.“ 


MYSTERIOUS WIFE. 269 


| The ſervant, accuſtomed to haſty orders, 
ſoon brought in what was required; and the 
Earl, almoſt choaked with paſſion, tried to 
conceal his agitation; and turning to Henry 5 
Mi Aſtley, ſaid, * With your permiſſion, 
gentlemen, I will write three lines,“ 
« Then fpeaking to the ſervant Send. 
Wilſon here this inſtant,” ſeizing the pen, 
and beginning to write, talking aloud all the 
time.—** Meſſrs. Mantel and „I deſire 
you will not pay a draft of mine Fg twenty 
thouſand pounds, dated this day, from Oak- 
ley Caſtle, as it has fallen into the hands of a 
ſharper inſtead of the gentleman it was in- 
tended for. You need not take the trouble 
to ſecure any ſcoundrel who inay preſent it; 
I will explain. more fully when I have time, 
and remain yours.“ | 
« There, you worthleſs being,“ ſaid the | 
Earl, with an air of triumph, as he conclud- 
ed; © there, Captain Grey, how do youlike | 
that; but I read * approbation 1 in your 


9 . ; iy 
: * 


Ns 
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The entrance of an elderly man ſervant, 


6 prevented Grey from making any reply. 


« Wilſon,” faid his lordſhip, « get ready _- 
to ſet out for London immediately ; chat . & 
put on your boots and ſpurs, and come for 


my orders when you have done.” 2 


: The ſervant bowed in filence, and with- 


drew. 


1 Earl remained in a thinking poſture 
for ſome ſeconds, as if revolving ſome plan 


he meant to execute; then ſtarting upright 


in his chair, exclaimed, „I have certainly 


"loſt my ſenſes; I never once thought of of- 


fering vou any refreſhment after your jour- 


ney, gentlemen; and the kind reception 


you met with. Why, Lady Oakley, what 
have you been thinking of all this time ?” 
« Upon my word, my lord, I am as much 


at a loſs how to apologize for this freſh proot 


of our unpardonable neglect as you can be. 


Allow 
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Allow me to order tea, Mr. Cake or 
ſhould you prefer any thing elſe ?” 3 

« want ſomething to raiſe my ſpirits,“ 
faid the Earl: and a glaſs of wine will do 
theſe gentlemen more good than your flop of 


tea; and I muſt have a glaſs of Madeira.” 


The young men wiſhed to have been 
excuſed from taking any thing; and Henry 
ſaid, with his lord(hip's permiſſion, his friend 
and himſelf would e to Newcaſtle till 
his grandfather 

The Earl mould: not allow him to . 
but caught him by the hand, ſaying, * My 
dear young friend, if you have any regard for 
my peace of mind, or any wiſh to convince 
Lady Oakley and myſelf. you have forgiven 
us, don't talk of leaving the caſtle, for we were. 
never more in need of conſolation ; though 
it would certainly. be proper Sir William 
ſhould be appriſed of the polite reception I 
gave you, and my reaſons for ſo doing, before 
he arrives; therefore I intreat you would diſ- 


* one of my grooms with any letter or 


| meſlage 
4. 
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be” meſſage you may chuſe to ſend, either this 
evening, or as early as you chuſe to-morrow = 
A morning. I wilt write a few lines to Mr. 
Mla,nſel, and he will be able to break the 
matter by degrees to Almeria, and make 
better excuſes for my behaviour than I ſhall.” 


Lady Oakley joined very ftrenuouſly in 
the invitation, and Henry politely acceded 
to their wiſhes. His lordſhip again men- 
_ tioned the wine, declaring he was quite faint. 
The young clergyman, who was the Earl's 
domeſtic chaplain, took the hint, and went 
; out to give ow orders. 
_ « Now pray, e e gad the Fark, 
Jooking at Henry and Aſtley, © as you ſeem 
to know ſomething about the ſcoundrel my 
-. worthleſs daughter has married, will you be 
ſo kind as to inform me who and what 
he is?“ 
It was me that introduced . Grey 
to my friend, my lord, ſaid Aſtley, and I 
| > have aten ** to him ſince for ſo 
doing. 
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doing. Mr. Cleveland never was in his 
company before nor ſince. The Captain's 
own account of himſelf to me was, that he 
was ſon to the Earl of Mordaunt, who is 
privately married to his mother, and, at his 
lordſhip's death, he expects to inherit the 
title and eſtates.“ oy 
Why the fellow is a counterfeit through- 
out,” faid the Earl.“ IT am very intimate 
with the Earl of Mordaunt, who is now pay- 
ing his court to à very fine young woman, 
| becauſe he wiſhes for an heir, therefore means 
to play the fool in his old age. I ſpeak from 
the firſt authority, for I had my intelligence 
from his lordſhip's own mouth; and now I 


come to reflect, I remember he once men- 


tioned having a raſcal of a natural ſon, who 
was expelled from the univerſity, and whom 
he had put into the army, in hopes of faving 
him from the gallows ; but I am afraid his 
precaution will be of no avail; and I don't 
think I could do my friend a greater piece of 
ſervice than to rid the world of ſuch an 
abandoned wretch. Oh! God grant me 

N 5 | patience! 
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Paticnce ! Where and how my daughter and 
this raſcal got acquainted, and how they 
have been able to carry on ſuch an abomi- 
nable clandeſtine correſpondence, unſuſpected 
by auy one, for I am convinced Almeria 
had not a ſuſpicion of the kind, is all that 
aſtoniſhes me; but this is not the firſt time, 
I dare fay, Captain Grey has exerciſed his 
talents for {windling : he has, no doubt, 
been the ruin of many an innocent young 
creature, and has very likely half a dozen 
wives in different parts of the Ry: 


"The entrance of the butler, with wine and 
refreſhments, put a ſtop to the peer's ha- 
rangue, who waited till all the glaſſes were 
filled, and then faid, « May every bleſſing 
this world and the next affords be your por- 
tion, Mr. Cleveland,” giving the clergymen 
a look, which they ſeemed to underſtand— 
for they * the toaſt with great ſo- 
lemnity. | 


wil 1 
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I hope your prayers will reach Heaven, iT 
thn ſaid the Earl, 475 mine are not 
{o ſucceſsful. £2 ; PE bi 3885417 1 


Lady Oakley followed the general ex- 
ample; Henry bowed in ſilence, and drank 
his glaſs; but had ſcarcely finiſhed before 
the Earl exclaimed, «© Z——ds, what bits of | 
glaſſes; give me another: come, gentlemen, 
keep me 1n countenance.” 


Lady Oakley, in the moſt polite manner, N 
ſeconded the Earl's requeſt; and Henry 
begged leave to drink a glaſs of thanks to the 
company for their kind wiſhes in his favour. 


The Earl agreed to the propoſal, but faid, 
« That was getting the ſtart of me, my 
young friend; as toaſt-maſtcr, I have a right 
to fine you; ſo, by way of a compromile, 
you muft drink a third glaſs : I am ſure it 
will not hurt you ; though you don't require 
it ſo much as I do. I want a bottle at leaſt | 
to keep the gout out of my ſtomach.” 


The re 
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There was no appeal againſt 88 
1 the Ry were e for . 
third time. | | 


* 


Now, ſaid the 5 < here is miſery 


and confuſion to the couple who induced me 


to give Mr. Cleveland and Mr. Aſtley ſuch 
a e not to 0 ſucli a N. _—_ 
tion” n+. $518 


Te two friends drank their glaſſes in 
ſilence; but the clergymen were exceſſively 
embarraſſed ; they wiſhed to follow the ex- 
ample ; but the Earl kept his eyes ſtedfaſtly 
fixed upon them, ſaying, © Repeat my 
words, I deſire, 1 no Walen j— z— 
1555 won't choak you.“ 


At laſt the ind began to mutter out 
ſomething wholly unintelligible, as the Earl 
obſerved; but they were both very fortu- 

rately relieved by the entrance of Wilſon, 
booted and equipped for his journey. They 
ſeized the opportunity of the Irs turning 
3% 
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his head, to ſee who came in to ſwallow their 
wine. The peer gave them a look expreſ- 


ſive of his doubts that they had not com- 


plied with his wiſhes, and ſhook his head, but 
ſaid no more; and giving Wilſon the note 
he had been writing, ſaid, Take one of the 
beſt horſes in the ſtable, and ride him as faft 
and as far as you can, neither to hurt your» , 
ſelf nor him: then take a poſt chaiſe and 
four, and make the beſt of your way to Lon- 
don; but never ſtop for more than ten mi- 
nutes at a time, till you have delivered that 
note in Lombard · ſtreet and then return as 
ſpeedily as poſſible. If you ſhould meet Sir 
William Cleveland, and my ſon and daughter 
upon the road, which is not very likely, from 
the time of night you will go through New- 
caſtle, don't ſtop to addreſs either maſters 
or ſervants: here is money for your journey, 
putting ſeveral bank notes and ſome looſe 
gold into his hand, again repeating, « loſe-no 
time, mind.” Fa 
« Your lordſhip may depend upon my 
diligence,” ſaid the ſervant. - "5204 
Vol. II. O ET. 
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an Gh imagine,” the Earl went "ny - 

| «a trifling delay might be attended with 
any very ſerious conſequences ; but it is poſ- 
fible : therefore I mean to provide againſt 


the worſt, and will take care to keep that 
ſwindling raſcal here, till you have taken a 


- . ſufficient advance upon him to prevent his 
1 overtaking you. Whether ſuch a proceed- 


ing may be ſtrictly Jawful, I cannot ſay ; but 
I will run all riſks of that kind; ſo {et wa 


immediately.” * 25 


| The man bowed, and withdrew. 
Now,“ faid the Earl, looking at the 
mortified Captain and his daughter, no 
let me relieve theſe gentlemen from the 
. ght of two ſuch deſpicable beings.” * 
Jou certainly command in this kouſe, 8 
my lord, ſaid Grey; 1 don' t mean to re- 
ſiſt your will. 9 | 
e believe I do,” ſaid the Earl, 40 and you 
ſhall have a ſpecimen of my power. Mr. 
Price, be ſo So as to take of theſe - 
_— Od he 5 lights, 


— 
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lakes," and precede this loving couple. 1. 
have decided where I ſhall put them; Tae 


not allotted you a very honourable poſt ;— 


but I know you will excuſe me; e 54 
move along, ſweet lady; and you, noble 


Fa 


Captain, I don't deſpair of ſeeing, or at leaſt 


hearing, of your being in chains; and 1 
ſhould not ſcruple giving you a foretaſte of 
them, if I thought 1 could not ſecure you 
hams I won't be many minutes, gentle- 
men; andi in this order they left the room, 
the Earl bringing up the rear, ſwinging him»: 
ſelf with all- his might, between his two 


crutches. 9 


Lady Oakley, whoſe agitation had 8 | 
very great during the preceding ſcene, now | 


begged leave to retire for a ſhort time, 
entreating the elder clergymen would endea - 
vour to amuſe Mr. Cleveland and Mr. 
Aſtley during the Earl's and her abſence. 


This n whoſe name was Ryder, | 


was a Doctor of Divinity, and rector of the 
adjacent 


— * 
ö 
5 
* . 
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adjacent village ; but, being very fond of 
good living, ſpent a great deal of his time at 
the caſtle; and, as he was an excellent com- 
Panion, and a very good whiſt player, was 
always a welcome gueſt. He was infinitely 
too prudent to venture any comments upon 
what had ſo recently paſſed, but immediately 
turned the diſcourſe upon politics. 


- Henry, now perfectly at his eaſe, entered 
into the ſubject; while Aſtley wiſhed very 
much they had been left to e, that 
he might have had his hugh out. 


END or VOL, 11. 


